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THE PREFACE. 


1 is among thoſe, who deal in books, a general, 
and I fear a juſt complaint, that religious ones are little 
requeſted, read, and regarded; which is an evident indication 
of the infidelity, irreligion, and immorality of the age, for 
what men believe to be abſolutely neceſſary, for their preſent 
and future well-being, (and religion is) they will, if they act 
conſiſtently with themſelves, purſue with the greateſt ardency, 
diligence, and perſeverence till they partake of it. And that 
reading, religious books, has a direct tendency to promote 
the principle and practice of religion, all, of any underſtand- 
ing, will allow, inaſmuch as what 1s read not only furniſhes 
the mind, of the reader, with ideas of the eſſence, quality, 
properties, and tendency of the ſubject, but it alſo, as far as 
the reader permits, transfuſes (as efluvia, by mixing with air, 
alters its quality) its nature into his ſpirit, and fo transforms 
its diſpoſition, into its own nature, as to become a principle 
of action to him. Thoſe then, who neglect religious reading, 
not only in eſfect aſfirm that they neither believe, prize, nor 
purſue religion; but this neglect, and its conſequences, are 
alſo the greateſt evils that any can be guilty of, as they imply 
a want of concern for the ſoul, an omiſſion of what reſpects 
its ſalvation, a contempt of religion, and ole of 
| God, the author, object, and end of it, with many other 
evils. And that religion is abſolutely neceſſary, and in the 
_ higheſt degree profitable and pleaſant, appears from this, that 
if men had as much world, wiſdom, riches, honour, and 
Pleaſure as Solomon had; if they did not, from a pious prin- 
. Ciple, know, fear, love, worſhip, and ſerve the Lord in ho- 
lineſs, righteouſneſs, ſincerity, and zeal, they would differ 
little from the devil, being, as all ſinners are, his children, 
ſervants, and heirs, Thoſe then, whoſe whole delight is in 
_ earthly and evil things, and have no reliſh, for any reading, 
but what pertains thereto, are in a corrupt and curſed cond1- 
tion, ſerve not the Lord, take no care of their ſouls, contri- 
bute nothing to the ſalyation of others, nor prepare to be 
happy in eternity ; but, on the contrary, they fin againſt 
God, ruin themſelves, corrupt others, and treaſure up wrath, 
in hell, to torment themſelves eternally. And if any of them 
are already too far gone, in irreligion, to be recovered to a 
better condition; the Almighty may, (as he did ſome of the 
ancient heathens, Rom. i. 21, 28. for not glorifying him as 
God, being unthankful, and not chooſing to retain him in. 
their knowledge, as the object of worſhip) have given them 
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up to vile affections, and to a Teprobate ſenſe; and then, it is 
certain, their damnation does not ſlumber. But let us ſup- 
758 that few, of the living, are yet entirely forſaken of the 
Lord; which, from his long- ſuffering, ſlowneſs to wrath, &c. 
we may ſafely do. Vet what will this avail, if religion be 
neglected? Long life is not à bleſſing, but a curſe, if it is 
not uſed to the purpoſe of pleaſing God and promoting the 
falvation of the ſoul, becauſe the longer men live, the more fin 
they commit, and mult ſuifer the more for it. This being the 
- caſe, let us confider how unwiſe and wicked they are, who 
neglect religion; for if they believe that there is a God to 
ſerve, and that they have ſouls to ſave, ſurely it is their wiſ- 
dom, duty, and intereſt to do theſe things: Their wiſdom, . 
as being reaſonable and right; their duty, in that, above all 
things, they owe this ſervice; and their intereſt, as 1t 1s beſt 
for body and ſoul, in time and in eternity. Neither can it 
be neglected without the greateſt danger of infinite loſs and | 
ſufferings; for as the Lord made man to be infinitely happy 
4 in ſerving him, and infinitely miſerable in not Gong . | 
neglect of it, expoſes him to an abſolute certarnty of everlaſt- | 
ing ſufferings. And it being in every one's power, while the 
day of grace endures, to ſeek and ſerve the Lord, and to 
fave their ſouls; they have no reaſon, for neglecting it, 
which can excuſe them. „ 
What then do you propoſe to yourſelves, as the end of 
reading, who had rather read a romance, or any other idle 
book, than the Bible, or books written on religious ſubjects? 
Is it only to kill time, or to be inſtructed in trifles, or to have 
a little momentary deluſive pleaſure? Alas! none of theſe 
are valuable, nor can conduce to make you live to the Lord's 
praiſe and your ſoul's profit. And then what a madneſs are 
you guilty of in ſo waſting time, and neglecting your duty to 
God and yourſelf! Vea, ſuppoſe you read to gain hiſtorical 
knowledge, or to underſtand the preſent ſyſtem of the world, 
or to be acquainted wich phyſic, law, government, or any 
other art or A ; yet as all theſe only pertain to temporal 
things, and time; the greateſt profic:ency that can be made 
In them, and the greateſt profit, or pleaſure, or both that can 
accrue from them, are nothing in compariſon of ſervingthe _ 
Lord and ſaving the ſoul. If then you would not be ſo un- 
Wiſe and wicked as to ſerve ſatan both in ſoul and body, and 
devote yourſelf to eternal torments, but aequit yourſelf in do- 
ing your duty, in all the relations of life, and be finally ſfa- 
ved); read, fikk and principally, religious books till you un- 
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derſtand the nature, poſſeſs the principle, and live in the 


practice of religion. 


Neither deceive yourſelf by ſuppoſing that any ſort of re- 


ligion will ſerve you. 'Tis true perſons, may differ in their 


opinions concerning non-eſſential things, in religion, and 


yet ficcercly ſerve the Lord, and be ſaved. But if you be- 
| lieve and profeſs the beſt religion, and live in fin, it is of 


no ſervice, as faith without good fruit 1s dead, and its pro- 
feſſor condemned to eternal deſtruction. Yea, if you practice 
the outward duties of religion, and have not the inward power 


of it in a holy heart, it is loſt labour; for you are as much 


a ſinner when you look like a ſaint, as Satan 1s a devil when 
he is transformed into an angel of light; and, conſequently, 


you are nigh unto curſing. If then you would have a re- 


ligion which will ſave you from ſin and miſery, make your 


heart holy and happy, and teach and excite you to live ſo-Y 


berly, righteouſly, and godly, read the Bible and ſuch books 
as make 1t clearly appear that the root or principle, of re- 


ligion, is a ſoul perfectly divine in its diſpoſition, by which 
it has an inward union and communion with the Lord, a) 
ſenſe of acceptance with him, the knowledge of his will, ? 
power to perform it, a preparation for heaven, an earneſt of 
it, and a true, ſure, lively, and joytul hope to live in it for 
ever. And as this is a neceſſary and proper preparation 
for the Lord's ſervice and kingdom; what is there, in the 
world, that ſhould induce any perſons, in their ſenſes, to 
neglect it? A thouſand workls are nothing in cmpariſon of 
it, becauſe they can neither ſupply its place, nor prevent the 
fin, loſs of good, and eternal curſe which are conſequent on 
coming ſhort of it. Ihat then you may not fin, ſerve Satan, 
rob, offend, grieve, and deſpiſe the Lord, neglect ſalvation, 
injure others, and prepare yourſelf for hell fire, read religious 


bocks with that diligence and attention which one, who 


Wants and is willing to learn, ſhould do, and not in a haſty, 


cold, careleſs manner; and pray the Lord to help you to ſee 
what a ſinner and nezleQer of ſalvation you have been, how 
great your danger 1s, and how-you may be delivered from 
it. If you wanted to learn a buſineſs to live by, would you 


not be attentive to it? You, as a ſinner, want to learn how 
to be made alive to the Lord, to live to his glory, and to 
live with him for ever. Will you not then be at all poilible 


pains to learn ſo profitable a leſſon? Alas, life, death, and 
eternity are a loſs and a curſe without it! Impoſe then the 
diſcharge of this duty upon yourſelf. Enter upon it in earn- 


&, go on with diligence, and end with faithfulneſs. To 
| ſee the propriety of this, and to be induced to do it, con- 


ſider religious reading as a glaſs wherein to behold the ſtate 


of your heart and life, and all that concerns your ſalvation, 
The Bible is the trueſt mirror, and the books, which beſt ex- 
plain it, are the brighteſt. Nor do, as is ſometimes literally 
done, James i. 23, 24. look, go away, and forget; but 
continue therein, that you may be bleſſe in your deed. This, 
indeed, requires care, labour, zeal, patience, faith, hope, 
and unweariedneſs. But if the labour be great, the prize 
is greater; the labour is temporary, the prize eternal life 
with the Lord. This then being the beſt object for ambition 
to act upon; give it ſcope, full exerciſe, and act with energy 
in the purſuit of it. And it 1s high time to do it, for your 
life is ſhort, uncertain, and may end ſoon and ſuddenly ; 
therefore delays are extremely dangerous. Yea, the greater 
the delay, there is the more danger, and the greater ditticulty 
in doing the work; for by how much life is ſpent, and fin 
is committed, death is nearer, and the heart blinder and 


harder. And what you learn, which concerns your ſalva- 
tion, by reading, or hearing, or providence, - or internal 


teaching, cr any other way ; quickly, carefully, and con- 


ſtantly reduce to practice, that you may not only know, but 


alſo do your duty. Yea, when you meet with difficulties 


and diſcouragements in diſcerning and doing, do not deſiſt, 
but with patience, labour, and prayer conquer them, that 


you may be crowned with victory. And be ſure, for your 
encouragement, that every thing, which is neceſſary, by theſe 
means may be done. Get then, by the beſt uſe of your 
powers, and ſuch aſſiſtances as the Lord may give you, a 


right underſtanding of your ſtate as a ſinner, a ſtrong deſire 


to be a ſaint, a firm faith in Chriſt, and by fervent and fre- 
quent prayer, to God, prevail for mercy for what has been 
amiſs, and for the grace of his ſpirit to make your heart holy, 
that you may have a ſenſe of your acceptance, a ſeal of your 
ſonſhip, an earneſt of heaven, a clear underſtanding, an 


obedient will, pure affections, right tempers, and your whole 


ſoul ſet to ſerve the Lord, that, by a free and full uſe of it, 
you may ſerve him, aflift your neighbour, preſerve and 
. 5 yourſelf, have the teitzmony of a good conſcience, 


ay up treaſure in heaven, and rejoice, in hope of it, with 


joy unſpeakable and full of glory, 


ACT 8, Chap. xvii, Ver. 30. 
But now he command:th all men every avhere 19 repent. 
to ata perſonal, an accountable, and a rewardable 


part in life, would render them incapable of know- 
ing and chooſing moral good or evil, of ſerving the Lord ar 


\ S the total want of divine grace, in thoſe who. begin 


finning againſt him, and of being governed, judged, and re- 


warded by him; fo would it incapacitate them from repent- 
ing, reforming, believing, and ſeeking ſalvation, But be- 
cauſe the firit, of theſe doctrines, would exclude the juſtice, 
and the ſecond the mercy of God from men; it is abſurd to 


* ſuppoſe that any are deſtitute, of a divine diſpoſition, till a 
' courſe of practical fin has deſtroyed it, and diſqualified them 


from doing their duty. 


But let us inquire, 1. What it is to repent; 2. Who are. 


doo repent; and, 3. Why they muſt repent, 


I. The word Mera, repent, ſignifies a change, of mind 


and manners, from evil to good, and implies, 1. A change of 


ſentiment concerning ſin; 2. ſorrow for it; 3. mortification- _ 
of it; and, 4. a practice contrary to it. Now a change of 
ſentiment, concerning ſin, ſuppoſes a ſenſe of its being offen- 
five to God, prejudicial to its practiſer, and, in many caſes, 
detrimental to others. And that fin is highly offenſive, to 
the Almighty, needs no proof but the predicted intolerable 
and eternal puniſhment of it, it being inconſiſtent with the 


nature and ftneſs of things for a wiſe, holy, juſt, and good 


God to punith, in fo painful and perpetual a manner, for 
what is agreeable, or indifferent, or but a little og ns, 
him. Prejudice, to its practiſer, is alſo apparently implied 
in the puniſhment of it. Nor is any in fo ſmall as to be 


_ ſeparate, in the preſent time, from ſomething diſagreeable and 
detrimental either precaling, or accompanying, or ſucceed- 
ing it, or all. But its l vhs are the moſt afflicting; 
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for 2 guilty conſcience will prey upon and puniſh ſouls, as 
gnawing worms do bodies, and the fire of God's wrath will 
produce ſenſations more painful, than fire does in human 
fleſh. Others alſo, it is certain, by evil example, or com- 
mand, or council, or encouragement, receive, in many caſes, 
that which is deſtructive to ſoul and body. It is, to begin- 
ners in life, generally the firit occaſion of ſinning, and tends 
to perpetuate others in the practice of it; and therefore con- 
tributes to their condemnation. 3 SHE 
But how 1s this conviction wrought ? Principally by the 
ſinner himſelf; for though other things concur in the caſe, 
yet they are but the materials for him to work by ; which, 


of it, conviction being the conſequence of conſideration, 
compariſon, and concluſion. 
caſes: For what object, of ſenſe, can be known but by the 
rioht exerciſe of its reſpective ſenſe upon it? In like manner, 
it the ſinner does not conſider his conduct, and compare it 
with the commandments of God, and conclude accordingly 


concerning it, a convict on of his condition will not com- 
mence. And this is confirmed by the caſe of thoſe who are 


faid to have eyes, but do nat fee; which would not be, if 


This is evident from other 


I . 


_ ſeparate from his concurrence with and uſe of, are no part 


they made a proper uſe of them. The things then, whion 
commonly concur to accomplith a conviction, are, 1. Some 


external cauſe, as preaching, providence, &c. 2. The re- 
mains of a divine diſpoſition, aſſiſted by the Holy Ghott ; 
and, 3. The concurrence of the perſon in admitting thote 


aids, and uſing them and his own powers to the purpoſe for 
which they are imparted, But fo much depends on maa's 
acting his part aright, that, without it, all other things will 


not be effectual. And no ſufficient reaſon can be aſſigned 
u hy any do not repent, but that they do not obey the call to 
it, inafmuch as the Lord never calls but when there is a poſ- 
fivility of obeying. However, when fin is clearly ſeen, as 


it neither appears to be a good nor an indifferent thing, but 


the worſt of evils, there is, if the conviction be properly 


uſed, à change of ſentiment concerning it, the once ſuppoſe 


goock and agreeable thing is now pronounced evil and odious. 


The ſecond thing, implied in.xzepentance, is ſorrow; one 


property of which is grief for offending a e God, de- 


ſtroying the finner's own- ſoul, and contribuizng to the de- 
ſtruction of others. Anather is ſympathy, a compaſſionate 
freling for himſelf, and for all who have ſuifered by his fins. 


Hence he mourns over hinteif, bewalls his condition, withes 
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he had been wiſer, and would give a thouſand worlds that 
he had not been wicked. Now thete properties, ot ſorrow, 
_ generally bear ſome proportion to the nature and namber of 
the ſins committed. Indeed the outward ſigns in fighs, 
17r040s, tears, &c. are different in ſinners of the ſame ſort; 
which doubtleſs depends, in ſome degree, on the natural 
diſpoftion of ſouls, or the bodily temperature, or both. 
However, whatever be the cauſe of this difference, ſorrow 
and a right ſenſe of {in are inſcparable: For who can rejoice 


5 55 in, or be unconcerned at that which provokes the Lord to 
5 puniſh them with intolerably tormenting and eternal pain? 
bs Mortification is another part of repentance, and ſignifies 
15 not only forſaking every ſin, but alſo ſubduing ſuch tempers, 
9 affections, and deſires of the ſoul as tend to make men ſin. 
I' be ſenſes and appetites of the body muſt likewiſe be brought 
into fubjection, to rezfon and religion, that they may not, 
in the uſe of temporal things, lead the ſoul into ſinful courſes. 
70 And this part of repentance is more eſpecially neceflary, as it 
cannot be of eſſential ſervice to be ſenſible of, and forrowful 
for fin, if it be nat forſaken. And the utmoſt exatneſs, in 
tit, ought alſo to be; for if one ſin be retained, forſaking all 
* the reſt will not ſuffice. And if ons temper, affection, de- 
1 ſire, ſenſe, or appetite be indulged, it may prevent a recep- 
tion of mercy for former miſdeeds, and the ſanctifying in- 
ffkfluences of the Spirit for future obedience. Thus the Whole 
; man mult ceaſe to act in oppoſition to, and concur with the 
- remains of grace in the ſcul, in bringing forth the fruits of 
r. "* repentance. V' 1 TIN 
3 7 Pratiifing the contrary things, is the laſt part of repentance. 
1 And whoever would not perith, by being plunged into eter- 
dl 27 nal perdition, muſt not only ceaſe from fin, but alfo learn 
10 do do well, both inwardly and outwardly, and in all things. 
— Por although wiar is done, in this ſtate, is not good accord- 
as ing to the rule of the goſpel; (which requires the acceptance 
dat bolt the perſon prior to the performance) yet. it is ſuch as Ged 
5. requires, as he does not deſpiſe, and as repentance is not per- 
f 7 


ect without. Hence then, as a farther effect of grace and a 
right uſe of it, all thoſe things, wi ich oppoſe the former ſin- 
ful practice, muſt be entered on, and continued in as a ne - 
ceſſary fart of repentauce, and as an evidence of the ſincerity 
of the preceding particulars. And having ſhewn the nature 
of repenta ce; 1 1 16 on 

I. Come, in the ſecond place, to take notice of the num- 
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ber required to repent. This is ſignifed by, d, moo be 
commandeth all men every obere to repent. The apoſtle, in 
the preceding part of the verſe, tells us of a time of gusrance, 
which, it is more than probable, was that wherein the hea - 
then werld worſhipped idols; and at which, he ſays, God 
*rirked, did not open his eyes fully upon their wickedneſs, 
nor enter into ftrict judgment with them, as knowing they 
labouted under the evil of a deep-rooted idolatry, as well as 
an infuſf.cient philoſophy as a rule of religious life. This 
ignorant fate, of the keathens, the Lord had compaſſion upon 
in bearing with, aad in providing a remedy for. 
Now when St. Paul was come to Athens, and found it 
full of 1dolatry, his ſpirit was ſtirred within him; and, 2s 
the effect of it, he diſputed with the Jews in the ſynagogue, 
and with the devout perſons, and with ſuch as he daily met 
in the market- places. Theſe, it ſeems, were generally Jews; 
and therefore he preached to them Jeſus and the refurreQion : 
Subjects better underſtood of them than of the Gentiles. But 
certain philoſophers, of the heathen ſort, attending thereto, 
and Learing or objects of worſhip, whoſe names were not in 
their catalogue, they ftiled him a babbler, and a ſetter forth 


of firang? godr, However, being curious concerning new 


things, they brought him to Mars hill, the place where their 
high court was kept, and where he, in effect, refuted the 
charge. of his being, from its unneceſſarineſs, a ſetter forth of 
ſtrange gods, by ſaying, I perceive that in all things ye are 
eo faeper, itiauc, Or religious, WS Cer 102 1 AOVET FEFOUS » too much 
addicted already, to the worſhip of demon- gods, to need any 
more, eſpecially as your great devotion makes you worſhip 
even one whom you do not know ; but, 8 you are ig- 
norant of him, yet he made the arorld, &c. So, taking oc- 
caſion from the inſcription, To the unkamon God, he told 
them, They worſhipped they knew not what; adding, him 


whom ye ignorantly worſhip, declare I unto you: Gd that | 


made the world, and all things therein, ſeeing he is Lord of 
heaven and earth, dwclleth not in temples made with hands. 
Neither is worſhipped with men's hands as though he needeth 
any thing; ſeeing he giveth to all life and breath and all 
things. And hath made of one blood all nations of men, to 
duell on all the face of the earth, and hath determined the 
times appointed, and the bounds of their habitations, That 
they ſhould ſeek the Lord, if haply they might feel after him 


and find him, though he be not far from any of us; for in 


s him we live, and move, and have our being, as certain of 
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your own poets have ſaid, for we are his offspring. Foraſ- 
much then as we are the offspring of God, we ought not to 
think that the Godhead is like unto gold, or filver, or ſtone 
graven by art, and man's device.” This piece, of natural 
philoſophy, was very proper to convince them of the nature 
of the true God, and to rectify their miſtakes reſpecting falſe _ 
ones. He deſcribes this divine being as the Maker and Lord 
of all things; and hence infers, that, by reaſon of his great- 
neſs, he could not rank with their local deities 3 and there- 
fore making an image of, and ereRing an altar to reſtrain 
him to that particular place, was an argument of their igno- 
rance of his ſpiritual and unlimited nature; and, by repre- 
ſenting him as the giver of all things, he exhibited to thein 
that offering gifts and ſacrifices to him, as one who wanted 
ſomething, was as contrary to the right way of worſhipping 
him, as the former miſrepreſented his nature. . 

Then, having rectified their miſtakes. reſpecting the Lord 
and his ſervice, he proceeds to inform them of the nature of 
men, and what the Lord requires of them. Aud hath made 
/ one blend. Blood, though but a part of man, is here put 
tor the Whole, and indicates that, in the beginning, a part 
of man's compoſition was of a corporeal kind. Another part 
of him is incorporeal, or he would be incapable of ſeeking 
the Lord, inaſmuch as ſpirit only can confer with ſpirit. Nor 
is ſpirit, without a peculiar quality, ſufſicient. The ſpirit 
of animals, with its earthly quality, does not ſeek him. And 
die ſpirit of man, if its diſpoſition be entirely diabolical, is 
at enmity with him. Hence, it neceſſarily follows, that a 
third part of man's compoſition (and which is his principal 
qualification for ſeeking him) is a divine diſpoſition, A 
nauliont of men: Hath given one kind of conſtitution to all 
men; ſo that, however ſcattered over the earth, and ſeparated 

by national bounds,. and divided into parties and profeſſions, 
they are all brethren. That they 22 ſeek the Lord: That 
all nations and individuals ſhould ſeek him as their. director, 
benefactor, deliverer, object of adoration, gratitude, &c. in- 
aſmuch as none but bimſelf is ſufficient for, and worthy to 
receive honour from them. If haply they might feel after him 
and find him If, when ſeeking him, they ſnould be ſo for- 
tunate as to) find the way of feehng after him in order to find 
bim. Ihe word ſeel is here oppofed to ſeeing; for, the idols 
of the heathens being viſible, in ſeeking them the uſe of their 
eyes only was necetiary. Put the Lord being inviſible, and 
e _ . : 


8 


to be found only by the ſenſes of the ſoul, feeling better re- 
reſents the way of find ing him than ſeeing. Feeling after 

| Fim ſigniſies the deſire and endeavour of the ſoul to find him 
in or with itſelf. Nor does the inviſibility of God ſet him 

at too great a diſtance; for we never feel for things out of, 


but within our reach. Indeed he is always fo; as in him, 15 
in his effence, which is every where, we exiſt. Neither does i 
his ſpiritual and holy nature render ns incapable of finding = 
him, inafmuch as the ſou), by which we ſeek him, is his q ; 
image; and, conſequently, can diſcern and confer with him. L 
They then, who ſeek him aright, are ſure to find him. 1 


Nou, from the preceding particulars, it is eaſy to obſerve 
what number of perfons the Lord calls to repent. For, 1. 
the apoſtle repreſents him as the maker of all men; 2. as the 
Lord. or Governor of all; 3. as having made all men of one 
kind; 4. that all ſhould feek him; and, 5. he commandeth all 
men to repent. And the 1. of theſe gives to God ſuch a 
propriety, in all men, as intitles him to require of them 
whatever is due to him as creator; the 2. obliges them to 
perform it; the 3. implies an equal original capaciey, in all, 
to do it; the 4. ſhews how it is to be done; and the 5. is 
rendered neceſſary by its not being done. By all men, then, 
we may underſtand all who have finned, eſpecially all who 
are yet capable of repenting. More particularly it ſeems 
to ſignify all forts of men, Jews and Gentiles. After the 
_ Heathen world had forſaken the true God, and were given up to 
idolatry ; he, for a ſeaſon, ſuſfered them to walk in their own 
Ways“, by not ſending them Frophets, as he did to the Jews. 
Not but that he had an external as well as an internal wit- | 
neſs among them, in © that he did good, by giving them 
ruin from heaven, and fruitful ſeaſons, filling their hearts 
with food and gladneſs.“ But the time of the Meſſiah, in 
which he intended to unite all men in one religious commu- 
nity, being come; and that their ignorance nüght no more 
make him wink at their wiekedneſs, he ſent his ſervants, as 
well to the Gentiles as to the Jews, to call them to repen- 
tance, to change their minds and manners, and to turn from 
idols to himſelf. © Thus all men means all ſinners, both of 
Jews and Gentiles. - SYS vs CE EY 
III. I mall now obſerve why men muſt repent. The reaſon 
_ aſſigned by the apoſtle is, God hath aß pointed a day in which he 
will judge the world'in righteonſneſs. If there were no judge- 
ment, ſin would be an inſignificant thing, and men might 
perform their pleaſure Bent fear of puniſhment. But, 
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it is certain, they muſt come to judgment, and be dealt wit" 


according te what they have done. It is the end of their 
exiſtence, being mad? to act a part here, and to receive a re- 
ward hereafter.— Now this judgment and reward will be ac- 
cording to righteouſneſs; or Th law of the Lord, which is 
right Pi re all things, 1s the rule by which he will pro- 
ceed. And this Jaw requires that all natural, civil, religious, and 
moral works be done to the Lord's honour ; that temporal and 
ſpiritual good, according to time, ability, and opportunity, he 


done to all men with whom we have to do; and that, from 


a principle of felt intereſt and honour, all poſſible care and 
labour be uſed to promote our own eternal reward. This 


then being the law of life and of judgment; whoever does not 


act, in all things, according to it, tins. And as the puniſh- 
ment is condemnation here, and eternal damnation hereafter, 
there is an ablolute neceſſity to repent. Nothing leſs can 
prevent a ſinner's periſhing. And when the number of fins 
is great, there is the more need of it, as the puniſhment will 


be proportioned to it. And who, but men determined to be 
damned, will add preſent to paſt fin by diſobeying an indul- 
gent God, when, by his merciful meaſures, he ſeeks the ſal- 
vation of their ſouls? To repent is alſo unſpeakably profitable, 
inaſmuch as it prevents the preſent danger of periſhing, 
and prepares for pardon, peace, joy, and an high hope 
of heaven. Theſe are ſome of the reaſons why men muit 
repent. TS 


I will now make ſome uſe of this doctrine, In the doing 
of which, let us call to mind that all mea were made to ſeck 
unto, and to ſerve the Lord; that fin is a voluntary thing; 
and that thoſe, who have been guilty of it, muſt repent or 
periſh for ever. This being the caſe, be ſenſible then, ſin- 


ners, (if you love your ſouls, and would preſerve them from 


the perpetual pains of hell) that ſin is ſo offenſive to God, ſo 


contrary to your own intereſt, and fo ſure, if perſiſted in till 
death, to be puniſhed with eternal perdition, that repentance 
is abſolutely neceſſary. But though the Lord calls to, and 

contributes all that he conſiſtently can to accompliſh it, yet 


it is your own part to repent. "This is certain, notwithſtand- 
ing that Chriit is exalted to be a prince and a faviour to 


give repentance,” inaſmuch as it means no more than that as 


a prince he commands it, and as a ſaviour he gives ſpace 
for, calls to, and affiftance in it. But as many of thoſe, 
whom he thus commands, calls, and afliſts, do not repent, it 


proves that it is not irrefiſtably enforced upon them, but is 


(1° 
their own free performance. Seeing then that repentance is 
the ſinners own act; if he would not, with unparalleled mad- 
_ neſs, doubly murder and damn his own foul by adding im- 
penitence to fin, nor provoke the Lord to ſwear that he ſhall 
never be ſaved, nor continue, by his wicked words and works, 
to aſſiſt Satan in deſtroying other ſouls ; let him reflect on his 
numberleſs follies, and be confounded for them. But, alas, 


in lieu of this, Who is not ſo careleſs concerning his ſoul, ſo 


in love with, and ſo deſperately ſet on ſinning das rather to 


labour to forget than remember, to cover than to confeſs their 
ſin; and, inſtead of being ſorrowful for, they rejoice in, and 
hate to be reformed from it? But, ſinners, you cannot al- 
ways do ſo; for death and hell will cure you of, and curſe 


you for theſe 1ncxcuſable evils, Will you then, to prevent 


the puniſhment of ſoul and body in future. fire, and to ob- 
tain pardon, holineſs, and heaven, repent by ſeeing, forrowing 


for, and forſaking your fins? If you will not, but througn 


careleſſneſs or wilfulneſs continue in them, how ſoon, for ſo 


doing, may the Lord ſuddenly lay you? Provoke him not, 
I beſeech you, too far. He is a jealous God. Trifle not. 


with him. He is ſerious. Be you ſo. He fees, and will 


judge you. Have you an eye to, and prepare to meet him. 
Conſider then, as your only reſource, whether, in all the 


parts of your paſt life, you always intended to pleaſe God, 
profit your neighbour, and fecure your own ſalvation ? It 
not, you ſinned; for from a right intention only can ac- 


ceptable and profitable actions flow. But, whatever your 
deſign was, what were your words and works? Were they 


ſuch as you now approve ? Nid you delight in the Lord ? 
Was it as your meat and drink to do his will? Were you 


your neighbour's keeper, naturally caring and labouring to 
promote his temporal and fpiritual proſperity? And did you, 
like a reaſonable creature, ſeek, by great aſſiduity, to ſave 
your own foul? Alas, if you did not, but ſinned againſt. 


them ail, you robbed God, wronged your. neighbour, and 


ruined yeurſelf! Sore evils! Yea, the worlt in the world 
And for which, if the Lord had not been merciful, hell had 


now been your habitation. What a riſk then have you run © 


O how thankful ſhould you be, that you are yet alive - But, 


if you have not repented, what will life avail, and what will. 


you do, if you die in your fins? Loog-ſutfering, in that caſe. 
will have a fore effect, will double your deſtruction. And 


ah, when the hour ef death and the day of judgment are 


come, bow miſerable muſt you be! Pierced through with 4 
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ſenſe of your fin, you will roar for the diſquictnefs of your 
ſoul. Stung with the wrath of God, your torment will be 
intenſe. And hell, with all its horrors, will be ready to re- 


ceive you. Can you conſider them, and keep your ſenſes ? 


Were you condemned to be hanged, how great would be your 
horror ! You are, for your ſins and impenitence, condemned 
to be damned. Are you eaſy ? Is it poſſible ? What! can 
ycu laugh, and live without concern for your ſoul, when 
heaven and hell are combined to puniſh you? Alas, are you 
ſo blind that you cannot ſee, ſo hard that you cannot feel, 
and ſo unapprehenſive that you cannot fear! O dreadful ! 
What a ſtate! Awake, awake! Death is near! Deſtruction 
does not flumber ! Sinners ſee, feel, and fear And, being 
awake, repent. Pore upon your paſt life, and compare it 
with the Lord- s law, Nor reſt till your utter ruin appears; 


for then only will you rightly repent. And, remember, it is 


your part fo to do. None will, none can do it for you. 


Chriſt did not procure the act, but the grace of repentance. 


Nor will he compel you to perform it. Such force he uieth 


not with free agents. What! would you have him do your 
work, or make you do it? He cannot act ſo inconſiſtently. 
Stir up yourſelf then. It is high time, for now is your de- 
ſtruction nearer than when you firſt ſinned. O conſider the 


greatneſs of your fin in living without a good deſign, and 


the ſuperadded evils of millions of wicked words and works! 


Sin too, which you have ſo long and largely lived in, has 


made you an enemy to God, your neighbour, and yourſelf; 


a child, a ſervant, and an heir of Satan. Can you love that 


which the Lord hates? Delight in what is dear to the devil? 
Alas, by ſo doing, you reverſe the right rule, and, in effect, 
prefer hell to. heaven, pain to pleaſure. ECL. 


But, to quicken your pace, confider your danger. Nor is 


it ſmall, ſeeing, by reaſon of your ſinfulneſs, you are every 


moment upon the Erink of endleſs burnings. That 1s your 
ſituation. There you wake, and there you ſleep. And the 


circumſtance of an uncertain life, added to your ſinfulneſs, 
makes it imminent indeed; for, alas, it is but as an hair in 


ſtrength, and an hair-breadth in length, being forfeited to 


offended juſtice! What then may a day, an hour, or a mo- 


ment do? Deſtroy life, bring. death, hell, and damnation. 


This, finner, is your condition. Io which being added the 
Juſtice, the anger, and the ttreatnings of God againſt you, 


with the aggrayating circumſtance of impenitence, your ſtate 


differs little from that of the damned. Whether then, finaers, 
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you are old or young, wife or fooliſh, let neither riches, 
honours, pleaſures, friends, buſineſs, company, converiation, 
nor any other thing prevent your repeating. When you die, 
you will have done with all theſe. None of them will 
with you into the other world. Only fin aad ſuffering will 


attend you there, Wretched companions ! Sinrers ſee your 


danger, and let long- ſuffering lead you to repentance. To 
day; for to-morrow is uncertain. Make haſte, time flics, 
eternity is ncar, the work is great, life is ſhort, God is angry 


with you, deviis delight in you, heaven is ſhut againſt, and 
hell is open to receive you. O hear the heavenly call, “ tum 


ye, turn ye, why will ye die, faith the Lord?“ Your en- 


couragement to repent is the continuance of life, the patience 


of God, his command to do it, and his promiſe of certain 


{acceſs in things the moſt needful, profitable, pleaſant, and 
durable. Weigh then all theſe reaſons for repentance; and 


If, through your madneſs, they have not weight enough to 


make you repent, throw into the ſcale the loſs of heaven 


and the gaining of hell; and if theſe, through your unge- 
countable contempt of the happineſs of heaven, and daring of 
the damnat ion of hell, be too light likewiſe, then it will ap- 


- pear, as clear as the ſun, that you care not for your ſouls, nor 


regard the commandment of God; and that t) offend him, 
Hurt your neighbour, and ruin yourſelf by ſerving the world, 


the fleſh, and the devil; to walte time, and neglect talents ; 


to have no peace, znd to be like a troubled ſea; to 


live continually under the curſe of God, and to be 


always in danger of being damned; to be every day 


_ nearer your death, and proportionably the more unpre- 


pared for it; to have neither right to, preparation for, nor 

well grounded hope of heaven; to be untitled to, qualified 
for, and to have a dire expectation of hell; to lay up no 
treaſyre above, aud much beneath; and, after death and 
the laſt day, to live in flames ſulphureous and eternally tor- 


3 the things which you chooſe for your por- 
tion. 


foul's ſake, chooſe wiſely and well, for it is for eternity!!! 
| BOP O thou who art infinitely wiſe, and whoſe wcrds and ways 


none can mend, but many mar; it is through the willing 


ignorance of ſome, who will not labour to learn, and the 


wicked deſigns of others, to make their ſins ſit eaſy on their 
ſouls, that thy truth is perverted, and many periſh. Of which 


fore evils ſome, who preach, aze the moſt guilty. Aal 


| mwiſe and wicked checie! But repent of it, and 
cChooſe again. And oh, for the Lord's ſake, and for your 
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herein, as one inſtance of error, ſome teach, and many be- 
lieve, that the ſpace for, and the means of repentance, - 
granted by thee for man's effecting of it, is repentance 
wrought by thee in them; and fo, miſtaking thy work tor 
theirs, they depend on thee for what can only be done by 
tliemſelves: For, ſurely, when thou ſayeſt, c t ye repent, 
e ſhall pe riſb, thou meaneſt what they, not thyſelf muſt do; 
and therefore thoſe, who do not repent, and periſh, muſt 
blame themſclves, not thee for that.— Vet how long, O Lord, 
wilt thou ſuifer men to deceive themſelves ? But, alas, what 
more canſt tlou do; for though fate, as the heathers fabled, 
dces not limit thy labours; yet thou canit not, conſiſtently, 
force iree agents to forſake their tollies, becauſe that would 
_ contradict their nature and thy commands, and make them 
unrewardable for their works. But thou, O gracious Lord, 
canſt plentifully pour out of thy Spirit to help men's infir- 
mities, and make them wiſe, as they will uſe it, to know 

and cbey the truth. O ſave, I beſeech thee, as thou canſt, 
tliat thou mayeſt be praiſed, and that men may not periſh. 


Ar 


GENESIS, Chap. xv. Ver. 6. 


And be believed in the Lord; and he accounted it 10 Jim for 
1 righteonſreſe. 


O early, as Abraham's age, were men made righteous by 
DJ believing. And riphteouſneſs, according to the govern- 
nient of God, is abſolutely neceſſary, inaſmuch as no untrigh- 
teous perſon can inherit the kingdom of heaven. 
Let us then, firſt, give ſome account of righteouſneſs ; and, 

ſecondly, ſhew how faith is accounted for it. DT LT 
No risghievuſneſs is either human or divine, conſiſts of 
man's perfect obedience, or is by believing. Abraham's was 
not of the firſt, but ſecond ſort; his faith, not his works, 
Was accounted to him for righteouſneſs. —But, it ſeems, the 
 fenſe of the righteouſneſs of faith, in the ſcriptures, is not 


aways the ſame. In ſome places, eſpecially in the Old Te- 


ö 
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ſtament, it appears to be imputed as a poſſitive act of righteouſ- 
neſs: Of which, I vg this paſſage is a proof. Yet, 


nevertheleſs, in the New Teſtament, particularly where it 
has reſpect to a ſinner's ſalvation from his former offences, 
it anſwers to, or is put for paſt practical righteouſneſs ; and 


then, with the cleareſt evidence, it fignifies the ſame as the 


forgiveneſs of fins. And this, it is certain, is the purpoſe 


which the apoſtle Paul applies it to when he ſays, Abraham 
believed God, and it aas accounted to him for righteouſueſs; was 
equal to, and had the ſame effect that perfect practical righ- 


teouſneſs would have had, 'This is evident from his adding, 
Now unto him that worketh, by keeping the commandments 
of God, is the reavard, for ſo doing, not reckoned of grace, or 


as a favour from God, but of debt, as due to the worker for 


what he hath done. But to him that worketh not, that is diſobedi- 


ent, and deſerving of eternal death, bat belicveth on him, on 
_ God, who juſtifieth the ungodly, pardoneth the ſinner, His, the 
ſinner's faith, in God's mercy through the merit of his Son, 
is count. d, by the Lord, for the Ne of the ungodly | 


perſon ; makes him as righteous as if he had not been unrigh- 


teous. Thus a ſinner's faith is ſubſtituted for former righte- 
ouſneſs. And, agreeably to this ſubſtitution, I ſhall ſhew the 


nature and the neceſſity of it. | . 54 
And as, in this ſenſe, the i pr des of faith ſuppoſes 


unrighteouſneſs, or ſins, in thoſe to whom it is thus imputed ; 


it neceſſarily, as being oppoſed to their ſins, and as deſigned 
to deliver them from them, conſiſts of a ſalvation from every 


former offence, and of their being conſtituted righteous in 


themſelves, and in the account of God, and privileged with 


the erf of preſent ſpiritual bleſſings, and with the hope 
T 


of future and final ones, as if they had not offended. This 


ſentiment St. Paul, with copious and perſpicuous expreſſion, 
and with conſpicuous and well proportioned. ſenſe, exhibits 


in a paſſage cited from the Pſalmiſt: Even as David alſo 


dieſoribeth the blefſedneſs of the man to wham Gad imputeth rigb- 


teonſueſs without works: Saying, Bleſſed are they awhoſe iniquities 
are forgiven, and avhoſe fins are cord. This then, agreeably 


to the ſenſe of the New, and as confirmed by that of the 
Old Teſtament is the nature of righteouſneſs, —And the ne- 
ceſſity of it ariſeth from the nature and conſequences of fin, | 
Now fin is either negative or poſũtive, an omiſſion of what | 
the Lord commands, or a commiſſion of what he contrad icts. 

It alfo conſiſts of one or many omiflions or commiſſions ; for 
he, who fins in one thing, is guilty, and he, who fins in 
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many, is ſo alſo, Yea he, who fins in one, in effect, St. 
James ſaith, fins in all things. The dreadful fruit of which 


is condemnation here, and, if he die fo, everlaſting dam- 


nation hereafter. And theſe, it is certain, are incompatible 
with man's well being; for as there 1s no peace for the wicked 


in this world, ſo there will be pain in the other. The 
righteouſneſs of faith then, to all offenders, is abfolutely 
neceſſary. dou 258 . 3 
I will now point out how faith is imputed for righteouſneſs. 
Faith, which is oppoſed to, ſubſtituted for, and anſwers the 


end of works, is man's own free act. Abraham believed 
Cod as the effect of his free-will, it _ what he might do 


or leave undone. It implied, in his ca 


e, two particulars : 
Firſt, an aſſent to what the Lord faid ; and, fecondly, a de- 


pendance on him for the performance of it.— The principal 
objects of faith, to us, are the perſon, the performance, and 
the promiſe of Chriit: His perſon, God and man; his per- 


formance, dying for our fins ; his promiſe, pardon of tins, 
Ac. Vet faith is not the meritorious cauſe, but only the 


KH condition of righteouſneſs. In the caſe of ſinners, then, faith 
* depends on the merit of another. Abraham believed the 


promiſe of a Son, from whoſe ſeed, in ſome future time, 


ſhould ſpring he [Chriſt] by whom all the families of the 
_earth ſhould be bleſſed. That then for which Abraham be- 
came righteous, was what the Lord had promiſed ; and that 


by which, was the part he himſelf performed. In like man- 


ner that, for the fake of which God forgives us, is Chriſt's 
meritorious death ; and, that on condition of which, 1s our 


dependance on it. But though faith does not merit righte- 


ouſneſs ; yet ſuch is the nature, neceſſity, uſe of, and will 
of God concerning it, chat man's act of believing is accepted 
of God for, and accounted to him as his righteouſneſs, and 
has the ſame effects, in freeing him from guilt, poſſeſſing him 


of peace, joy, and hope of heaven, which a righteous life 
would have had : And, as a conſequence, this condition has 


all the value and efficacy aſcribed to it, which can be to any 


cauſe. And thus the Almighty, who, by his divine decree, 


bas ordained that the faith of a penitent ſinner mould be of 
_ eſſential ſervice to him, puts an honour upon it. Now by 
requiring faith, as the condition of ſalvation, he obliges man 
to believe in order to be bleſt, And having thereby fixed a 


method of acceptance with himſelf, he gives a proof, by 
pardon, peace, and joy, of 1 complied with, when 


— — — — — 
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he imputes faith for righteouſneſs. Hence t neceſſarily fol- 
lows, that conditiong, though not meritorious, are matters 


of great moment, being dignified with the approbation and 
blefling of the Deity, and to which he attributes the virtue 
and beneſit of Chriſt's death, as it thereby becomes effectual 
to ſalvation; which, otherwiſe, it would not, he having or- 


dained not only that ſalvation ſhall be by faith, but alſo that 
as, by ſinning, men voluntarily deftroy themſelves; ſo, if 


they be ſaved, it ſhall be by their free faith. And this method 
of proceeding renders man accountable, for his conduct, in 
reſpect of believing. Hence it is that as faith is as ſaving as 
obedience would have been, ſo unbelief is as deſtructive as 
diſobedience: For as he that belicveth on the Son, hath ever- 


lofling life; fo he that belieweth not the Sau, all not ſee life, 


but the wrath of God abideth on him. _ 

Seeing then that the 2 of believing is rendered, to ſinful 
man, for his righteoaſneſs; it lies at his own option whether 
he will be righteous or not. If he believe what the Lord 
requires, he becomes righteous ; but if not, fin and unbelief, 


and the conſequences of both, will continue with him for 


ever. And thus a ſinner's ſalvation turns upon the uſe of 


Chhriſt's merit by believing. And becauſe che evidence, of 


righteouſneſs, is manifeſted to the mind in pardon, peace, and 


joy, in freedom from the fear of death and hell, and in a 
ritle to and a N for heaven; uncertainty, reſpecting 
the rightneſs of faith, is thereby entirely taken away. 


And as believing unto righteouſneſs is abſolutely neceſſary 
for all ſinners, and that the evidence of it flows from its fruit; 
hereby all may know whether they are belicvers or not. If 
they e a ſenſe of their acceptance with God through bis 


Son, their faith is imputed for righteouſneſs. But if they 


have not, their faith is falſe or deſective, and not the faith 


of the goſpel ; for they are yet in their fins, and ſubject to 


eternal ſufferings. This then is that which diſtinguiſhes be- 


| Hevers from unbelievers, there being no medium betwixt 
_ Faith's being accounted for righteouſneſs, and its not being 
ſo, nor any other evidence of its being, or not being ſo 
*-accounted, ©: -: N DT 


But, alas! if none are belierers, who know not their fins 


| forgiven, the number is ſmall. And yet the ſmallneſs of the 
number neither militates againſt the nature of faith's being 
accounted for righteouſneſs, nor the aſſurance of its being 
fo. And indeed reaſon as well as ſcripture ſuppoſe it; for 
if righteouſneſs be by the law, it is by keeping it: But fin- 
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ners have not kept it; ſo they cannot be ſaved by it. But 
faith in Chriſt's merit, and the application of the beneſits 
of it by his ſpirit, give a ſatisfactory ſenſe of ſalvation to 
A EET 1 9 8 | i 
And how encouraging a confideration is this! A ſinner, 
condemned ro eternal death, by faith js freed from all his paſt 
ſins, has preſent peace and joy, and a bright proſpect of fu- 
ture and final felicity. This is a method of ſalvation which 
13 ſure, merciful, and mild; ſure, as being founded on the 
Lord's infallible word; merc:ul, in delivering from all that 
is detrimental and dangerous to men; and mild, in requiring 
fo caſy conditions. Who then, that wiſhes well to himſelf, 
would not believe uato righteouſneſs? How eafy, profitable, 
and pleaſant! It is to rely on, and receive from the Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt; to be pardoned, purified, have peace, joy, 
hope; of ſinners to become ſaints, of foes friends of Gut 
of heirs of hell candidates for heaven, low many, great, 
good, and laſting things are its conſequences ! Nor can fin- 
ners be ſaved without it. They are condemned for ſinning 
and diſbelieving, which are a double cauſe of damnation. 
Believe, and be ſaved from both. _ 1 
This then being the faith, and theſe the fruits of it, which 
St. Paul, in his epiſtle to the Romans, ſo earneſtly contends 
for, as neceſſary to a ſinner's ſalvation; let all, who call them- 
ſelves believers, compare their faith and its fruits with them. 
Nor ſuppoſe this to be unneceſſary; for, as ſure as St. Paul 
taught the truth, thoſe, who have not by faith found theſe 
fruits, are yet in their fins, and nigh unto curſing, both for 
them and their unbelief. If then you would not make the 
word of God of none effect, prove that your faith is imputed 
for righteouſneſs ; put it beyond deſpute, that you have goſ- 
pel faith, by having pardon and peace, freedom from the 
tear of death and hell, and a high hope of heaven in your 
heart. But, if you cannot, I conjure you, by all that is 
ſacred, to conſider the conſequence of continuing in a con- 
dition for which you are condemned here, and will be damned 
hereafter. Nor ſuppoſe this ſentence too ſevere, ſeeing the 
Lord has pronounced it. What! muſt he be at infinite pains 
to procure ſalvation, and mutt got men be puniſhed for neg- 
lecting it? Conſider then, I fay, what you have to ſuffer, if 
you die in your fins. And if the damnation of hell be eternal 
and intolerable, what will you do? Sinners, unbelievers, 
will you continue unconcerned ? What! is it nothing to you 
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that God is angry with you? That you may, in a moment, 


be plunged into eternal perdition? Theſe are the worſt of 
Eyils. ill you then, to avoid them, reſolve to repent and 


believe? O that you would! Angels would rejoice at it, 


though ſatan might be ſorrowful. Nor defer it one moment, 
feeing you cannot tell how ſoon the Lord will require your 
{oul. If you die before you do it, you are undone for ever. 
For the La ſake then, who wills it, and for your ſoul's 
ſake, that cannot do well without it, make haſte. Run over, 
by ſerious conſideration, your paſt time, and future eternity; 
and fee in the one a ſcene of fin, and in the other a ſeries of 
ſuffering. Provoke 3 ourſelf then to apply to, and pray the 


Jord to aſſiſt you in them. Nor conſider it as contemptible 


to be. thus concerned; for contrition, humility, and a dead» 
neſs to the world, well become one in his fins, and on the 


verge of endleſs ſuffering. And till you find, by the good 
Fruits of it, that your faith is imputed for righteouſneſs, con- 
ider yourſelf as in unbelief, in fin, and in extreme danger 


of ſuffering for ever. Vi „ 8 
Gracious God, among thy many marvellous and merciful 


works, this bears the palm, that the faith of a ſinner is ac- 
cepted of thee for his ſalvation. But though this wonderful 
work commenced by thy kindneſs in ſending thy Son, and 

was carried on by his ſuffering for fin, yet it is finiſhed by 


man's faith. Nor is thy graciouſneſs diminiſhed by this de- 


cree; for how could it conſiſt with thy wiſdom, and his ac- 


countableneſs, to confer benefits upon him without ſome con- 


dition of receiving them? As his voluntary fins render righ- 


teouſneſs neceſſary for him; it is right to ſubject him to a 
yoluntary ſervice to receive it. And faith being his own ef- 


fect; if he fail of finding forgiveneſs, he will not have thee, 
but himſelf to reflect on. And to render his faith virtuous. 


and praiſe-worthy, as well as neceſſary, thou haſt appointed 
that it, the act of believing, ſhould be for his rigliteduſneſs. 
And to give a proof of the faith thou doſt ſo impute; thou 

revealeſt, as inſeparable from it, the remiſſion of fins in his 


ſoul. And thus, by ſhedding abroad thy love in believers, 

they know they are accepted of thee, and that their faith, 

being thus anſwered by thee, is what it ought to be, How 
great, O Lord, is thy loving kindnels ! ts 


great and ſo good a Cod? He is ſufficient to fave both body 


L191 
GENESIS, Chap. xvu. Ver. 1. 
I am the Al:nighiy God,; walk befire me, and be thou perfect. 


\ FTER Abraham had believed unto righteouſneſs, the 
Lord required him to live agrezably thereto. This is 
the effect of that. And as righteouſneſs, in other believers, 
is accompanied with a renewal of the moral diſpoſition of the 
mind, they are capable of complying with his commands. 
In treating of which, two things may be taken notice of: 
Firft, the Almighty God; and, ſecondly, walking before 
him. V 
The title, the Almighty or God All- ſufficient, well be- 


comes the grandure of this God: For he is Almighty to de- 


froy, and to deliver. To deſtroy: A clear indication of 
which was in puniſhing the world, of the ungodly, by an over- 
flowing flood. In which he gave the moſt ſignal inſtance of 
his powerful diſpleaſure, which had been ſince the world be- 
gan. An inſtance to be had in everlaiting remembrance, that 


none ſhould dare to do ſo wickedly any more, inaſmuch as, 


by the greatneſs of his power and the fierceneſs of his anger, 
he can puniſh ſoul and body, in time and in eternity, with 
puniſhments unſpeakably tormenting. Nor does he want in- 
{irameats to effect his purpoſes, all being at his command: 


By water and fire; by plague, peſtilence, and famine; by 


I:zhtening and tempeſt; by angels and ſpirits; and by many 
other means he can bring down to death and damnation a 


man, or a multitude of men, in a moment. Herein he knows 


no reſtraint, or bound, but what his infinite wiſdom, juſtice, 
and goodneſs preſcribe ; which will not ſuffer him, in any 
thing, to err or to act amiſs. 5 

He is likewiſe Almighty to ſave. Nor is this, like deſtrus- 


tion, his ſtrange work. It is his pleaſure, His goodneſs is 


highly gratified by it, it being molt agreeable to him to act 


according to the diſpoſition of his nature; which is goodneſs 


itſelf. And when his greatneſs and goodneſs concur to coun- 
tenance his creatures; if their own oppoſition to, or neglect of 
his will does not hinder, what may they not expect from ſo 
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and ſoul. Being perpetually preſent, and infinitely powerful, | 


he can protect all who truſt in him. In caſes the moſt criti- 


cal, and where death, according to the natural courſe of 


things, is certain; he can deliver by ſtopping the mouths of 


lions, quenching the violence of fire, and in every other way 
neceſſary for them, He is alſo ſufficient in reſpe& of ſpi- 


kfitual things. Being pofleffed of all perfections, moral as. 


well as natural, he can ſo refine the ſoul as to give it a com- 
plete ſameneſs with bimſelf in quality, and thereby render it 
capable of comporting with his will in whatever he requires. 
And when the principle is perfect; to render duties and 
difficulties more profitable and pleaſant, he imparts ſuch ſup- 
ples of bleſſing as ſerve to ſupport it in doing and ſuffering, 
recruit its waſted ſtrength, preſerve its purity, and continue a 


conſciouſneſs of his kindneſs. Thus, in all conditions of 


body, and circumſtances of temporal life; in all ſtates of 
ſoul, ſervices and ſufferings ; and to all neceſſary, profitable, 
and pleaſant purpoſes, he, in the way of his providence and 


grace, is ſufficient. 


% U. 1 come nom to. the ſecond part of the ſubject, alk 
. befrre me, and be thou perfect. e e | 


The walk of a Chriſtlan is internal and external, correſ- 


ponding witli his two conſtituent parts. The internal is that 
of the mind, will, and affections; the external, the words 
and works of men.— The proper and perpetual uſe of the 
mind is to diſcern what 1s that cο, and acceptable and perfret 
avill of Cod. And that, by which it is choſen and done, is 


the right uſe of the will, aſſiſted by that affection which is 


ſuitable to the duty exerciſed: in. — And when the mind is in 
a right ſtate, the will of God not being otherwiſe revealed, 
it is a rule as well as principle of action. But as the external 


law correſponds with the nature of the internal, and being 


intended to illuſtrate and render it more legible; they com- 
bine to give that knowledge, of the will of God, to which 


they jointly extend. Yet as many cafes occur which cannot 
be determined by the ſcriptures,. and, on the contrary, many 


things being revealed there to which the law of the mind does. 
not extend; in theſe things they inſtruct ſeparately, —Other _ 
things there are, the knowledge of which can only be by 
immediate revelation, or the miniſtry of others, provi- 
dence, &c. „ | SF 5 Is 2 
As then the law of the mind and the ſcripture contain the 
general ſenſe of what is required; in order to have the bene-- 


incorporated with the ſenſe of t 
niſhed, with every point of knowledge, requiſite for a rational 
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fit of them, the ſenſe of the 1 * muſt be collected, and! 
e ſoul, that it may be fur- 


and religious creature. The ſubſtance cf which, as it re- 
ſpects the Almighty, is, that all deſigns, words, and works 


be ſuch as tend to honour his name, nature, and government 
in the world, this being the firſt and principal end for 
which man was made. — Nor muſt the mind be inſenſible of 
its own concerns; which will be a farther inducement to do 


the will of God, inaſmuch as man's intereſt and the Lord's 
honour are cloſely connected: For he that hmnoreth me, ſaith 
the Lord, him will ] hovour ; but he that deſpiſeth me, ſpall 


be lightly efteemed. Whatever promotes the honour of God, 
profits the promoter; they who do his will, witneſs the 


good effects of it in panes and joy, their conſciences acquit 
and conſole them. Moreover, in the way of well-doing, is 

to be found whatever is wanting, the right uſe of a little be- 
ing always ſucceeded with more. Neither will any good 
work fail of a {inal reward, for as much as God has promiſed _ 


to give to every one as his work ſhall be. Sufferings will 
kewiſe work together for good here, and work out more 


glory hereafter. —The mind muſt alſo diſcern what is right 

with regard to others, their intereſt mult be ſeen to have a 

cloſe connection with the well-being of all, who labour to 
romote it, as what is done to man, is, in effect, done to the _ 

Lond „ who will requite it: He that giveth to the poor lendeth 

70 the Lord; and he that giveth a cup of cold avater, for Chrift's 


ale, fhall not Iiſe his r.ward, How much more then ſhall 


they be rewarded, who not only dy all the temporal good 


they can, but likewiſe endeavour, by all poſible means, 


to promote the ſalvation of fouls ? Proportionable to the 
one will be the other. Happy then are they, who abound 


in doing good! 


And whatever man diſcerns to be bis duty, he ſhould 
chooſe and do, inaſmuch as it is not be who only knows, 


but alſo does his maiter's will that is bleſſed. And herein 


he ought to be faithful, that he may not be condemned of 
himſelf : For notwithſtanding that his will, as renewed, in- 
clines to goodneſs ; yet, as it is the will of a free agent, he 


is not naturally forced to follow its inclination, but it depen Is 


on a right uſe of the power which he has over himſelf, as the 


author of his own actions, and as accountable for them; and 


therefore his obedience will be in proportion to the voluntary 


force which he puts upon himſelf, in the uſe of his moral, 


** 
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rational, and animal powers, in the doing of the ſeveral 


parts of his duty: And. conſequently the degree, of the 
od teſtimony of his conſcience, and future reward, will 


e accordingly. 


Wall b. fore me. The power of knowing, willing, and do- 


ing is in order to walking in a reli ee ef By this may 
be done whatever is required. The perſon thus principled, 


j then, muſt walk in the light of his underſtanding, and his 


and irregularity in the practice will 
hand, weighing well what ariſeth from it, before it be re- 
duced to action, will be an excellent preſervative from evil, 


Vill muſt concur in forming ſueh deſigns, words, and works 
| as will be pleaſing to God, profitable to himſelf, and advan- 


tageous to others. And in proportion to the want of a clote 
and conſtant attention, to this inward e imperſection 


and proportionably promotive of good. — Walk then as in 


my preſence, under my perpetual inlpection; for, remember, 
being infinite in eſſence, and equally fo in eye, I ſurvey, at 
* » O. ü . x N 
one fight, whatever is; the moſt ſecret thought, the ſofteſt 
whiſper, and the privateſt action are as eaſily and as well un- 
derſtood, of me, as matters the moſt obvious are. Walk 
then before me as one, who is a witneſs of all thy ways, and 
according to which thy approbation with me, credit among 


men, conſcience, and reward ſhall. be. Walk ſoberly in re- 


ſpect of thyſelf, rightebuſly in regard to thy neighbour, and 
piouſly reſpecting thy God: Keep thy body under by re- 
ſtraining its appetites and ſenſes, govern. well thy tempers 


and tongue, that thy converſation may miniſter good to 
many; in all thy ways, with men, walk by the rules of truth, 


| Juſtice, and generoſity, do as thou wouldeſt be done to; and 
in all thy actions, whether ſacred or civil, have a pious eye, 
intend to pleaſe thy God. . | | 


And be thau jerfeei; upright, or ſincere. Do thy belt; uſe 
all thy power, and uſe it in the beſt manner. Not only keep 


thy{clf rom infincerity in deſign, but alſo from defectiveneis 
1 deed ; 80 10 the utmoit hound of thy ability . 80 Wall | 


thy conſcience acquit thee, by which thou ſhalt have a teſti- 
mony, in thyſelf, that thou pleaſeſt God. And walk on, in 
this way, till thy laſt ſtep be taken, that thou mayeſt not loſe 


thy reward; but that, by the continuance and increaſe of its 
cauſe, it may be inſured and increaſed alſo. Let not thy 
| graces languiſn. Do not outlive thy religion. Bear fruit in 
eld age. Alas! the beginning of many is better than their“ 


end. Petter had it been for abundance, that they had died. 


— 


* as, on the other 


EL 
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in the day of their efpouſals to the Lord. Long life, which 
ſhould conform to, and confirm in the principle and practice 


of religion, is deſtructive to many. Walk then, to the end, 


in all well-pleaſing to God, in a wiſe improvement of time 
and talents touching thyſelf, and inſtructively reſpecting 
_ others. Thus live, and thy departure ſhall be in peace, thy 


riſe glorious, and thy reward according to thy works; heaven 


ſhall be thy habitation, ſaints and angels thy aſſociates, and 


happineſs thy perpetual portion. 3 
But whoſe ſoul is ſo pure in itſelf, and ſo predominates 
over the body as to be capable of judging truly, chooſing 
wiſely, and acting juſtly, as a qualification Ge acquiting him- 
ſelf in walking with God? Do you, reader, as a profeſſor 
of religion, find it ſo? You moit aſſuredly ſhould, or how 
will you ſo walk in the ſpirit as not to fulfil the deſires of the 


Qeſh? Alas, it is but to counterfeit religion, to deceive, and 
to deſtroy yourſelf to think, of ſerving the Lord, while your 


ſoul is ſinful, and inflaved, by the body, to temporal things | 
It is reverſing the apoſtle's account of a Chriſtian ; of being 


_ riſen, in ſpirit, from a death of fin to a life of righteouſneſs, - 
and ſetting his affections on things above. If then your tem- 
= pers are unruly, and your affections fix on things beneath, it 
is a ſure ſign, whatever you may ſuppoſe, that you are inca- 
pable of keeping the commandments. of God. The firt di- 
ſtinction, it is abſolutely certain, betwixt the ſervants of God 


and the ſervants of fin, conſiſts in the ſtate of the inward. 
prineiple, it being its nature and properties with which the 


works, produced 5 it, are impregnated. Such then as are 


not right in that reſpect, are wrong in all that they do: And 


therefore if you would not deceive yourſelf, ſin, and ſuffer for 
ever, know, by an experimental ſenſe of them, what it is (if 
you have finned) to be in a ſtate of perſonal acceptance with 
God, (by the forgiveneſs of ſins, through faith ia Chriſt 
Jeſus) to be inriched with his heavenly grace, to have an in- 
_ tercourſe and fellowſhip with him, to delight in his ſervice, 
to have an hope full of heaven, to be willing to die, and to 
be aſſured of being received into glory. 'iheſe concur to 
Ceonſtitute a chriſtian condition of ſoul. If then theſe things 
be in you, you may live to the glory of God, and to die 
would be gain. But if it is not ſo, your pretending to ſerve 
the Lord, is like building without a San, | 

| belt, you can but deal in the form of religion without know 


tion 3 for, at the | 


ledge, a right intention, a pure and a powerful effort in what 
you. perform. The matter then being momentous, ſee that. 
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chere be no delay to ſeek, nor labour ſpared to ſind ſo much 
heavenly light, life, and ſtrength as will, rightly uſed, enable 
you to judge truly, choote witely, and act with energy, in 
all that concerns you, as a rational, religious, and rewarda- 
ble creature. This is a duty incumbent upon you; and 
| you will not fail, of doing it, without incurring the moſt 
\! ; creadful conſequences ; as, without this qualification, you 
I cannot comply with the duty required of you; and then your 
A ſoul, body, time, talents, labours, and all will be worſe than 
leit; for if you do not ſerve the Lord, you ſin againſt him, 
and mull, in conſequence, endure the damnation of hell.— 
But, if o are qualified, do you acquit yourſelf accordingly ? 
t Do you conftantly, with prudent care, employ your under- 
| |; © Randing in jadging how you may, in all things, molt pleaſe 
{| the Lord, profit cther perſons, preſerve yourfelf pure, and 
|]; increaſe your crown of rejoicing ? Do you allo faithfully 
chooſe what your judgment ſhews will beſt anſwer theſe ex- 
1 ceilent ends? And do you, in diſpite of all oppoſers, urge, 
by conſtant ſelf-exertions, all your affections and animal 
powers to execute fully, and in the beſt manner, whatever 
"39 you chooſe ? This is your duty; and only by thus walking, 
inwardly and outwardly, in all things, with ſincerity and 
completeneſs, can you do well. Who then does thus? Alas, 
how few! A man may, as in ancient days, run up and down 
the ſtreets of cities, towns, and villages, and find but few 
who do. And it is this lazineſs, double-mindedneſs, and 
hypocriſy, in religion, which makes ſo many have lean ſouls, 
live unedif ing lives, and their end to be worſe than their 
beginning. Save yourſelves then, from theſe things, by 
faithfully uſing all your powers to better purpoſe, So will 
your conſcience conſole you, peace preſerve you, and hope 
of heaven keigliten your happineſs. Happy the heart wh: re 
graces thus reign, as the effect of faithfulneſs! „ 
O thou who art ſufficient to deſtroy and to deliver, how 
' art thou to be feared and adored ! When the earth groaned 
under its weight of wickedueis, and thou didft grieve, yea 
': repent that thou hadſt made man upon it; what courſe couldſt 
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thou take with ſo rebellious a race? To reprieve them was a2 
mieaſure mot agtecable to thy mercy. And though that pre- 
vented the caurle of thy juſtice, yet it was a ſacrifice which, 

thou didſt willingly make for the good of men. But when 
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thy merciful meaſures had long been loſt upon them; then 
the hand of thy juſtice was let looſe. And lo! in thy ri2h- 
tevus wrath, thou didſt pour out the liquid element till the 


3 


* . 
1 
3 Lge 


w_ * 3 
. Ms 
P 


RO 


4 
; . SS A 8 > : A 8 1 2 
r 8 n n , WP. 23 St e. e p * 2 1 
s 1 af x9 2 * - I g - 25 n ä n . W ; I aa 5 2 
3 TJ . * 7 & . 7 . v. * j "OR = — D * ts”, hd WS; * 5 5 88 , * * ä r * Es, 
. e 2 . RE, I et 2322 ² Le 24, a oth * e 4 e S e e ro n 929 pe - 
2 1 7 4 . 3 mats 2 7 e 1 3 0 » NS <tr Tre LAT * 2 25 2 a C4 N K E \ : 
: 8 on 882 rer a 3 SHS = . n 0 r — e — n . "7 < e J . 
Wc g £ a SES ESE 2 ESE, 2 9 3 of e 8 OS _— * . 18 n 4 . In V ro * 1 5 
* L I RENE vr oe 2 CR NE it, a oo WE IS. . 3 . SOT in hn IC 3 „ n . 
PRESS : 2 . To de 9 » 5 2 . is 4. 2 N SS. 3 Fe * 8 1 . > 7 . * — 2 
3-1 ö Ne * 1 WR - az K S EA, 7 * 1 WAH I 3 I » 4 Per. FRA ks + r 4 we 
5 on Fe ns Sag . A 7 TY ans hs LE „ 3 "pag, oy . . — 
— 4g Rx r 2 | 


© n 
a, = . 9 * 25 
r bo Es, * 
LE 8 2 5 
3 7 — 
= rern 
Fo 2 


N 


as Ky ECT 
RO IH SY 
* 8 


54 13 
RP Io 7 bro — 5 oats en SE N R 
& 7 5 „ 1 5 N F 88 2 £ — n Man Wax." EI e 7 88 * 
9 r A, OE r o off RG _ þ - p oY 8 N —__ 4 8 
E +> 2 . „ « * 4 7 
— , 28 2 3 


. 


125 3 ; 


earth was covered with, was one wide waſte of waters, in 
which all the wicked made their graves ! So didft thou con 
ſume them for their fins, and waſh the earth from its wicked- 
neſs. Great God, what is it then that thou canſt do-? What 
ſinner, or numbet of ſinners, canſt thou not, wilt thou not 
puniſh, if they perſiſt till thy patience fees an end? Who 


then would not fear, and not oSend thee ? Who would be 


the object of ihy dire diſpleafure for that which is worſe than 
nothing, whea they may be thy delight for what is of more 
worth than many worlds? Such is fin to the ſinner, and ſuch, 
O Lord, is thy ſervice to the ſaint. And when thou bidde 

men walk before thee, and be perfect; is it not that, by do- 
ing thy will in the beſt manner, thy ſervants may have a 
quiet conſcience and great conſolation, for thou haſt pleaſure 


in their proſperity ? And when thou ſayeſt, I am thy ex- 


ceeding great reward; what is it, O thou fountain of good, 
but propoſing thy everlaſting ſufficiency as the end of their 


actions? Thus wouldft thou have thy creatures do well, in 


both worlds, by doing thy will in this. How great the re- 
ward for a little work! How unwife then are they, who will 
not walk before thee, and be perfect! And how wiſe, who 


do thy will in the moſt excellent way! Such not only anſwer, 


in all things, the preſent end of life, but alſo the future by 
Jaying up tor themſelves, as the reward of their ſervices, a 
treaſure in the heavens which will continue, and be a cauſe 
of unſpeakable comfort for ever. | 12 75 | 


x CORINTHIANS, Chap. i. Ver. 30. 


But of him are ye in Chrift Feſus, aubo is made of Ged unto 


us wiſdom, rizhieouſneſs, ſanctiſication, and redemption. 


As wen are not in their created, but redeemed condition, 


their wiſdom, &c. neceſarily comes from Chriſt. Ac- 
cordingly St. Paul ſays, % %, o God, as his ſons, ſervants, 


and heevy are he in or through Chriſt Jeſus, the Redeemer of 
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ſinners; and who, as their Saviour, to exalt them to ſo holy, 
happy, and hopeful a ſtate, is made of or appointed by God 
to be their wiſdom, righteouſneſs, &c. But as the apoſtle, in 
this paſlage, ſpeaks of what was done to them in a perſonal 
and conditional ſenſe ; it ſuppoſes them capable, as the con- 
ſequence of preceding grace, of comprehending and com- 
ply ing with the condition. 8 + 
I ſhall now attempt an explication of the particulars con- 
tained in the text, and conclude with a word of uſe. 


I. Now cop, wiſdom, as communicated by Chrift, is 
what 1s proper for, tends too, and makes men wiſe, if they 
improve it to that purpoſe, in religion and morality. But 

though none can be wiſe, in theſe ſuperlatively excellent, 
{ and abſolutely neceſlary things, without a rational faculty, 
and a moral quality; yet that, which is here denoted by wiſ- 
ſ dom, is what Chriſt teaches by his Spirit, Word, and Provi- 
dence; the effect being put for the cauſe. His Spirit, which 
fis the firſt and principal inſtuctor, teaches without or with 
means, as neceſſity or convenience requires. — And as this 
teaching, in the apoſtle's time, through the ignorance of the 
_ Gentiles, in what concerned their B was rendered 
neceſſary; ſo the ignorance of many, at this time, makes it 
as needful now as it was then; for though theſe things are 
clearly revealed in the ſcriptures, yet the religious and moral 
infatuation of multitudes of chriſtians, ſo called, equals, if 
not exceeds, the ignorance of the heathens in theſe important 
particulars; the inſeparable effect of which is, that, though 
they are ſinners, and in extreme danger of ſuffering the ven- 
geance of eternal fire, they neither know their diſeaſe nor 
cure, danger nor how to be delivered from it; and there- 
fore remain ſecure in deplorable ' circumſtances. — Now, in 
| this ſenſeleſs ſecurity, they are, in their general conduct, WM 
| governed by the body, being led by its ſenſes and appetites = 
in a perpetual and ardent purſuit of what pertains to it, and RE 
live only to make proviſion for its profit and pleaſure ; in 5 
| which proſtitution of themſelves, time, and talents they ſin 
| againſt God, themſelves, and others; and, fo dying, muſt, AK 
| as the conſequence, endure intenſe and eternal torments” 
But when the Holy Ghoſt, who is perpetually preſent, and 
perfectly acquainted with the condition of men's minds, 
can, conſiſtently with their freedom in acting, (they being 
accountable for their conduct) intimate to them, in an im- 
mediate way, the evil of their actions, the danger they are 
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in, the neceſſity of ceaſing from fin, of ſceking ſalvation, 


&c. and prompts them, by his powerful working, to ſubmit 
to, and reduce his inſtructions to practice, he would be their 
wiſdom without the uſe of external means. * And thus, be- 
ing mindful of, merciful to, and lovingly ſolięitous to ſave 
them from fin and ſuffering, and promote their ſalvation, 
he teacheth them what tendeth thereto. And by how much 
they attend to, learn the nature of, and carefully practiſe his 
precepts, they become wiſe with the wiſdom of Chrig.— But 
though the Spirit is the principal teacher of this wiſdom; 
yet, generally, where it can be, there is a concurrence of 
external cauſes, by which, as his inſtruments, it is begun, 
carricd on, and completed. In particular the word, as con- 
tained in the ſcriptures, and as continued to be ſpoken by 
the ſervants of Chriſt ; which, when applied by the Spirit, 
has a two-fold effect, it inſtructs and diſtreſſes. Hence it is 


called his ſword ; for it enters the ſinner's heart, lays open 
his caſe, and wounds his conſcience, as a ſword would bis 


body if pierced with it; by which he is made ſenſible of, and 


diſtreſſed for his fins. —By providence likewiſe he proſecutes ” 
the ſame purpoſe, occaſionally making the occurrences of it - 
inſtrumental b 

books written on ſacred ſubjects, the inſtructions, reproofs, 
and examples of good men, ſickneſs, pain, poverty, loſſes, 


or the conviction of careleſs ſinners. Thus 


eroſſes, thunder, lightning, ſtorm, tempeſt, dreams, viſions, 
deaths, and a countleſs number of things which occur, he 
renders ſubſervient, by a ſuitable application of them, to the 


making of Chriſt man's wiſdom. 


I ſhall now ſhew the neceſſity and effects of wiſdom. And 


that it is neceſſary the ignorance, the wickedneſs, and the }\ 

want of concern, ſo common among men, are certain ſigns, / |} 
For who, but fools, would fell themſelves to Satan, by ſin- 
ning, for no future recompence but everlaſting fire? But this 
is done daily by all ſinners; for he, that ſinneth, is of the 


devil, and damnation is his due. What then is their wiſ- 
dom ? Alas, it is folly, yea, madneſs in the extreme. Some, 


when their natural faculties fail, deſtroy themſelves. * But 


ſinners, with all their natural ſenſes, ruſh on to endleſs ruin. 
And how many, of all orders and degrees of men, are thus 
mad! What multitudes curſe, ſwear, lic, get drunk, break ſab- 


baths, pick, ſteal, whore, deceive, cheat, &c.! Over what 
numbers have pride, covetouſneſs, anger, felf-will, and other 


diabolical tempers and ao the dominion ! All which, 


wo 
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and every other evil, are clear indications of infatuated 
minds. Hence it is, that, being inconſcious of their con- 
dition, though God is angry with, and hell waits to receive 
them, yet they are unconcerned; their mouths are foll of 
laughter, they talk pleaſantly, have a cheerful countenance, 
live at eaſe, ſing merry ſongs, delight in carnal company, 
and find pleaſure in unrighteouſneſs : Yea they fear no evil, 
for neither death nor judgment, the devil nor damnation 
diſmay them ; God 1s A el. holineſs deſpiſed, heaven 
undeſired, and the ſoul entirely neglected. In which con- 
dition, if tradition, cuſtom, (not conſcience, except an er- 
ronecus one) example, pride, or any cauſe, confiſting with 
aà ſinful ſtate, keep them converſant with ſome externals in 
religion, their blindneſs ſubjects them to the ſore evil of 
ſubſtituting the means for the end, ſuppoſing that, if they 
hear, read, pray, receive ſacraments, give alms, &c. they 
are religious. I'his is a miſtake which dark ſouls eaſily ſlide 
into. And therefore where ſomething, which looks like 
religion, is kept up; with moſt it ſeems to be but a dead 
form, as it conſiſts with diabolical tempers and damnable 
practices: By which it plainly appears, that their religious 
actions are but of the outſide ſort, . are no more the effects of 
a pious principle, than the motions of a puppet, performed by 
an external mover, are the fruits of free-agency in it. How 
highly neceſſary then is wiſdom, ſeeing, without it, ſinners 
eep ſecure on the brink of endleſs burnings! _ : 
| \| Now the entrance of this wiſdom giveth underſtanding ; 
and as it increaſeth, ſo does knowledge. The beginning of 
it is like the earth enlightened by the 12 of the ſun, when 
its body is at a diſtance; they mingle with the darkneſs, and 
give a faint light. And when the light of inſtruction, from 
\ the Lord, dawns u e the mind, darkneſs begins to diſap- 
pear, and good and evil, ſafety and danger, heaven and hel! 
look a little like themſelves. And as light increaſes, tlie 
ſhades of darkneſs decreaſe; and the dimneſs, which pre- 
vented the ſoul's clear ſight of itſelf, being done away, ſin 
becomes exceedingly ſinful in the ſight of the ſinner; what he 
before thought innocent, he now ſees is really evil. Nor 
does he obſerve his preſent conduct only, but alſo reflects on 
what he has done, and looks at what is to come. In the re- 
view of which, the ſins of his paſt life appear in as lively 
colours as if but newly committed. Multitudes of evil 
thoughts, words, and works, which long lay in oblivion, 
now riſe up to his view like mountains upon mountains, with 
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a hedious ſorm reaching to heaven. A dreadful ſcene! And 
this reflection caſts tim upon a conſideration of what is 9 
come, of that eternal torment which he now perceives is 1 
ſeparable from his ſins. Nor can he behold the one without 
the other, being linked together as cauſe and conſequence. | 
bus the paſt and the future, by remembrance and remorſe, | 
centre in his finful guilty ſelf. Hence, ſimilar to one on an 
iithmus, he ſees himſelf fituated on the narrow neck of life, 
betwixt the unbounded oceans of heaven and hell, In which 
ſituation his fins, and the foreboding of future ſufferings, 
principally. engage his attention and care. Theſe, in his 
preſent condemned condition, fit ſo uneaſy on his ſoul, and 
point out his future perdition, as to render life an inex-- 
preſſible burden, and from which death would be no de- 
]:verance: Therefore, being oppreſſed, he humbles, reproaches, 
condemns himſelf, and cri.s, O wretched mau that I am, who 
Hall deliver mel 5 „ — 
And with his ſinfulneſs, his inſufficiency appears. While , 
- he was inſea{ible of his fin, he depended on the worth of his 
own works. But the knowledge of the one has led him to 
that of the other. He is now convinced that he has done 
nothing which can be of any ſervice to his foul, What he 
before called his good works, he now finds were only /plen- 
 didum peccatum, ſplended fin, inaſmuch as they were not the 
effects of a pious principle, nor done in the fear and love, 
nor to the honour of the Lord. Theſe then, notwithſtanding 
their appearance, wanted all that could conſtitute them pious | 
performances, and contribute nothing to the taking away of his 
ſins. Moreover, as he before ſinned willingly, ſo he now 
ſins unwillingly. This is the effect of neceſüty; he cannot 
do better by reaſon of inability. The goodneſs of his moral 
mind is ſo ſmall, that though it ſufficeth tor effecting repen- 
. tance and reformation ; yet not for producing love, joy, 
har, power, &c. in the uſe of which only the Lord can 
ze ſerved. Hence, finding himſelf ſo circumſtanced as that 
the good which he would do, he cannot, and the evil which 
he would not do, he does; he is clearly convinced that nei- 
ther his prefent nor paſt lite produce any thing on which he 
can depend for a pardon. A farther reaſon, for the ſame 
thing, is the condition of his ſoul, and the relation he ſtands 
in to the Lord, A condition, by reaſon of fin, full of condem- 
nation ; and therefore his 2 to the Lord is that of a 
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child of wrath: Conſequently, all his works are unacceptable 
to the Lord, and require to be forgiven. 
The things of this ſublunary world, its profits, pleaſures, 
| honours, &c. are alſo ſeen in a light widely different from 
what they were. When he was blind to better things, they 
were his ſummun bonum, his chief good. Put now they * 
peut poor, low, inſignificant things. Concerning which, 
with as much fincerity as Solomon did, be can ſay, Vanity 
of wanities,, all i: vanity, Theſe then no longer pleaſe ; 
emptineſs is written on all that is earthly. he whole 
| world, purchaſed by the loſs of the ſoul, would now be 
thought infinitely too dear. Thus wiſdom proportions 
the price to the value of the purchaſe. Hence, what he 
| once prized, being earthly, is now but lightly eſteemed. 
# / Ile ſees that all theſe ſhadows paſs away, and that he himſelf, 
| / reſpecting this world, is but a creature of a day; therefore 
the things, which are ſo ſlippery and uncertain, he treats as 
trifles. Yea the body, which was once admired and 1dol- 
1zed, pampered and pleaſed, decked and adorned with art 
and elegance, is now conſidered as a ſordid, ſenſual thing; 
1 waſting, if it attain thereunto, from the meridian of a ſhort 
and uncertain life, and running as faſt as the wings of time, 
a a decaying conſtitution, and a thouſand incidents can carry 
it, to mix with its original elements in the grave, where all 
things are forgotten. What then are the things which periſh 
in their uſing ? Alas, they are too groſs, little, and ſhort- 
lived to place the affections of an immortal ſpirit upon! 
Another fruit of this wiſdom is, that the ſoul is diſatisfied 
with itſelf, for it has neither peace nor pleaſure, but is an 
empty aching void. God diſcovers his diſapprobation of it 
| / by condemnation; it has fearful forebodings of future in- 
| felicity; is utterly unable to relieve itſelf; is doubtful whe- 
ther the Lord will relieve it; and the thought of enduring. 
_ eternal] damnation is what it cannot endure. Theſe are the 
natural effects of a right ſenſe of fin. But wiſdom, which 
_ diſcovers the dark, repreſents the bright fide alſo, ſhews that 
God was in Chriſt reconciling the world unto himſelf, not 
imputing their treſpaſſes ; which gives a proſpect of riglite- 
oufneſs, the ſecond part of the ſubject, _ Z 


ere 6- 
, Chriſt, who is the light of the world by wiſdom, is its 
life by righteouſneſs. Righteouſneſs is, literally, a practical 
conformity to the known moral laws of God; Vieh , in the 
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ten commandments of the Old Teſtament, run, generally, 
in the negative form, forbidding what is offenſive to God, 
and prejudicial to men. In the New Teſtament the form is 
more poſitive, commanding what 1s to be done for the ho- 
nour of the one, and the advantage of the other. In each 
both are implied, though not ſo r ſpecified. The ſub- 
| ſtance of which is loving the Lord with all the heart, ſoul, 
mind, and ſtrength, and our neighbour as ourſelves. 
The ſanctions, or things intended to inforce the authority 
of the law are rewards and puniſhments; he, who keeps it, 
fall live in the favour of God here, and in his kingdom 
hereafter ; but he, who breaks it, /all die, be condenmed in 
this world, and damned in that which 1s to come. : 
No man, the ſubject of this law, is compoſed of natures, 
matter and ſpirit, which, though contrary in themſelves, are 
compatible in their uſe, and act in concert. His ſpirit 0 
the principle of intention, and his body the inſtrument of 
action. And herein the law and the human conſtitution 
correſpond ; for the law has a ſpirit and a letter, and my) 
be kept or broken by the intention only, or by the action / 
alſo. So he who would ſerve the Lord or man, by his body 
_ or eſtate, but is incapable of accompliſhing his purpoſe, does, 
in that degree, keep the law ; as, on the contrary, he who 
would fin, by ſome outward act, but is prevented againft 
bis will, fo far breaks it. But the mind and the body may 
act equally ; the one with a perfect intention, and the other 
with a full execution. When the ſoul is holy, and rery 


3 wt 
A Bom an 


a 
: 


YL 

*. 
% 
7 
1 
. } 
pl 
1 
X 

» 

* 


DT poke 
3 


b. 
2 
8 
1 
5 
. 
{+ ba. 
. 
tor . 
9 
. 
7 T7 
7 5 
#* © N 
1 
f 


whatevet the Lord would have it, and the body reduces every 
reſolution to practice, thè law is fulfilled. In like manner / 
when the ſoul is unholy, and the body acts in all things 
agreeably thereto, it is completely broken. Moreover, when 
the ſoul is imperfect in its religious diſpoſition, it can only 
intend laben "ic to its degree of goodneſs, and move the 
body, in the ſame meaſure, to ſuitable aRions ; conſequently, 
in that caſe, the law is not completely kept, and therefore 
they are condemned for defectiveneſs. And when the quality 
of the ſoul, and the ability of the body are not employed in 
keeping the law, in the meaſure and manner they might be, 
that is alſo cauſe of condemnation. Yea when ſinners, who 
 ſhew their inward enmity to God by their outward oppoſition 
to his law, uſe forms of bleſſing, give alms, ſay prayers, 
| ſearch the ſcriptures, receive ſacraments, faſt, contend for 
particular modes of worſhip, * defend peculiar opinions 
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in religion, &c. it is but the effect of pride, or cuſtom, or 


hypocriſy, or ſome ſuch cauſe : Therefore, wanting a pure 
des, and a good deſign as their ground, they are not 


acceptable to God. Nor is the law kept, according to the 


will of God, when conformed to in all points of outward 


ractice, if it does not ariſe from a holy heart and a right 
intention; for though it may be kept by the intention, with- 
out the practice, when it cannot be added, yet the ee | 


1s not true, inaſmuch as the outward depends on the inward, 
but not the inward on the outward, as the ſhadow does on 
the body, and not the body on the ſhadow. 


And as the law was made for man, it ſuppoſes the quality 


of his mind, and the ability of his body to be equal to the 


nature and extent of it. But if he is, without corrupting 
himſelf, contrary to its nature, or defective in his degree of 


likeneſs to it, he ſins by neceſſity; and therefore cannot be 


juſtly condemned. But neither of theſe is to be ſuppoſed, the 
government of God being more equal than to require im- 


50ſbilities, and innocent than to condemn without cauſe, 
= Le then thoſe powers were once perfect, and that perfection 
|| might have been retained, but has been weakened or loſt by 
neglect or abuſe; man is condemned for corrupting and in- 
capacitating himſelf from keeping the commandments of 
God, and for all the ſins committed in conſequence. of that 


incapacity. And if ever it was poſſible to retrieve chat loſs, 


but the poſſibility was not improved to that purpoſe, that is a 


| farther cauſe of condemnation. 885 


Seeing then that the law reſpects the heart as well as the 


life, and requires a perfect and perpetual deſign to ceaſe from 
every ſin, and to do the Lord's will in the moſt acceptable 


ſakis 


(ich its duration. All things: So if many, or moſt, but not 
1 : . Ps * 5 
Lall have been done, that is cauſe, proportionable to the de- 


gree of defect, of condemnation. And whoever has ſinned 


in a cuſtomary, or habitual way, has ſinned in all things, c 


way; it is in this- reſpect that it muſt be firſt conformed to. 
But deſigns muſt not terminate in themſelves; rather, where 
it is PO: they muſt he reduced to practice in what will 
y the law in a literal ſenſe, omitting all that is pro- 
hibited, and performing all that is required. But, if theſe _ 
commandments are not kept, the conſequence is condemna- 
tion: For curſed is every one who continueth not in all things 
which are written in the book of the laau to do them. This is 
the ſentence. _ And as the law is ſpiritual and eternal, ſo the 
ſcurſe is equivalent, agrees with its nature, and runs parallel 
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inaſmuch as none can be the ſervant of two different maſters 
at once: No fountain, ſaith Fames, ſendeth forth at the ſame 
place fiveet water and bitter. Only the one or the other, 
Agreeably to which, no heart produces a right and a wrong 
practice: For he that doeth righteouſueſs is righteous, even as | 
He is righteous, who doeth no evil; as, on the contrary, he Ls 
that committeth ſin is of the devil, who doeth no good. A 3 
farther confirmation of which the apoſtle affords, where he 
ſays, awhen ye avere the ſervants of fin, ye were free from 
ighteouſneſs. Here an Habitual ſinner is repreſented as hav- 
ing no righteouſneſs; all that he does is ſuitable to bimſelf. 
Being out of the favour of God, (ard he is angry with the 
wicked every day) and governed by a diabolical diſpoſition, | 
all his works arte ſinful, and, as ſuch, unacceptable to the 
Lord: Therefore, fo circumſtanced, whether he ſwear or 
offer ſacrifics, break ſabbaths or keep them, lie or ſpeak the 
truth, reverence or prophane the Lord's name, &c. all is the 
ſame ; whatever he doth, whether good, bad, or indifferent 
in itſelf, is diſagreeable to him; for the ſacrifice, and the 
plowing of the wicked are fin, Seeing then that ſinners are 
tree from righteouſneſs, and that no unrighteous perſon \ 
can inherit the kingdom of heaven; they are in a dan- 
gerous condition, condemned here, and liable to be loſt 
hereafter. * )))) ee ET 
Now, this being the caſe, what can a ſinner do? Righ- 
teouſneſs he has none, nor can have from himſelf, it being 
impoſſible for him to atone for and take away his fins. 
Could he, from the preſent time, wholly conform to the law 
of God, that would not free him from his paſt fins ; as there- 
by he would do no more than his duty, and ſo not diſcharge | 
any part of the old debt. This is certain, and affords a full 
conviction of the abſolute inſufficiency, of a ſinner, to ſave 
his ſoul by any future righteouſneſs of his own. What then 
will avail? How ſhall he, who hath no righteouſneſs, and 
much unrighteouſneſs, become righteous ? The queſtion is 
of the greateſt concern. But it is anſwerable, for Chriſt 7 
made of God unto us rizhteorſneſs. Its nature, procuring cauſe, 
and method of receiving I ſhall now conſider. — 
And in how many and different ſenſes ſoever, the word 
dia ον, righteonſurſs is underſtood in the ſcripture, it here, 
with the clearet evidence, excludes all ideas of our own 
righteouſneſs, whether moral, ceremonial, or political, inaſ- 
much as Chriſt is made of God unto us righteouſneſs. The 
Jaw is the rule of righteouſneſs, and keeping it is righteouſ- 


1 1] 


neſs. Sin is a violation of the law, and therefore unrightes 


o0uſneſs. It is likewiſe the whole of unrighteouſneſs, nothin 
eelſe being any part of it; conſequently, in the caſe of a fin- 
nner, forgiveneſs is the whole of righteouſneſs, without the 


righteous life would have preferred him: For being juſtified 
by faith, he has peace with God through Chriſt; his love is 
ſhed abroad in his heart, and he rejoices in hope of his 

lory. 35 | 
But though Chriſt, by forgiveneſs, takes away the evilof men's 
| paſt actions; yet he does not make them good and rewardable 


neſs by remiſſion, they have not a poſitive one in good works: 
As ſuch, their paſt life, in reſpect of a reward, is loſt, Nor 


theirs, and thereby intitle them to a reward, as. that would 
4 raiſe them all to the ſame height in heaven; which the ſcrip- 
4 ture indirectly denies, by ſay ing that every one ſhall be re- 
| warded according to his own works. And the different de- 


grees of theſe, in different perſons, will be the only cauſe of 
different rewards. Proportionably as ſome have excelled 
Others in ſerving, and ſuffering for the Lord, and miniſtring 


do the good of mankind, will they be differently dealt with. 
' "Thoſe then, who are ſaved, but have not ſerved the Lord, 
\ (through want of time, &c.) will be glorified, yet not re- 
' warded. And thoſe, who are ſaved, and have C 


will be glorified, and rewarded according to the nature and 


_ righteouſneſs of Chriſt, as communicated to men, conſiſts 
which, I ſhall next take notice of. $5. 
N Nowthedeathof Chriſt is the only meritorious cauſe of this; for 
if God made Lim, who Inc au no fin, to be fin, (or a fin-offering, to 
which fin was imputed, or on which it was laid) for ws, that 


: 
: 
* 


| 


here and damnation hereafter, is all the evil conſequent on 


| committing fin; ſo the death of Chrift is all that is neceſſary 


zs an atonement for it. Being the ſubſtitute of ſuch as the 
law pronounceth accurſed, he was made a curſe for them; by 


addition of any other thing. And this, the moment it is re- 
ceived, frees the ſinner as much from fin and guilt, the fear 
of death, and the danger of being damned as a perfectly paſt 


of God: Therefore, though they have a negative righteouſ- 


does he impute his own good works to ſupply the want of 


rved him, 
the number of their works. Certain then it is, that the 


only in the forgiveneſs of fins. The procuring cauſe of 


die might be made the righteouſneſs of Grd in him. The wages 

Hof fin is death. But Chriſt taſted death for every man. And 

| { being infinite in his perſon, a taſte of that which was eternally 
due to men was ſufficient. And as death, condemnation 


_— 
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which the juſtice of God was ſatisfied, his anger appeaſed, 
and all ſpiritual bleſſings procured. This is the one media- 
tor: For there is one God, and one Mediator betwern God and, 
men, the man Chriſt Jeſus ; awho gave bimfelf a ranſom for all. 
Other cauſes then, in this calc, the {cripture knows not; it 
aſſigneth no reaſon, for the ſalvation of a finner, but the ſut- 
ferings of the Son of God: It repreſents him as “ a lamb } 
without ſpot, on whom were laid the iniquities of us all, and 
by whoſe ſtripes we are healed.” In a word, it aſſerts “ that 
there is ſalvation in none other; and that to him give all the 
prophets witneſs, that through his name, whoſoever belteveth 
in him ſhall receive the remiſſion of fins.” The way of re- 
ceiving it, I ſhall now conſider. : 15 
And, ſirſt, as preparative thereto, the ſinner muſt ſee, by a 
compariſon of his life with the law, and by a keen convic- 
tion of its evil in his conſcience, that he deſerves to be, and 
is in imminent danger of being damned. And as this 
knowledge will rather obtain by degrees than be perfect at 
firſt; ſo, if it is rightly uſed, repentance and reformation _ 
will proportionably proceed from it. And yet when his pe- L 
nitence is come to the higheſt pitch, and his reformation iss 
complete; it is probable, he will find himſelf in more feem- 
_ ingly wretched circumſtances than ever; for the guilt of his 
ſins will fit ſo heavy on his heart as to make him extremely 
unhappy: Which, though it appears like a paradox, is, not- 
withſtanding, both natural and neceſſary; natural, as tjge 
effect of untorgiven offences, and neceſſary, to ſtimulate him 
to feek ſalvation. Nor will his prayers, tears, wings, wil | 
faſtings, &c. afford relief; and ſo ſome other thing will | 
neceſſary whereby to recover the forfeited favour of God., 
And that only, which can enſure ſucceſs, is faith in the 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt. In order to which a knowledge of his 
perſon, as conſiſting of a divine and human nature; his 
office, as Mediator betwixt God and men; and his actions, 
in living, dying, riſing, aſcending, and interceding for ſin-— 
ners will facilitate faith. Theſe, rightly underſtood and | 
ſirmly believed, will aſſiſt a guilty finner in ſeeing his privi-/* | 
lege, and chooſing his portion. Hereby he will learn that 
help is laid upon one that is mighty; and therefore, though 
he deſerve to be deprived of life, and to be hurled into hell, 
yet he need not deſpair of ſeeing ſalvation. So, having learnt 
where his relief is, and fixed his choice; with ardent defire 
and earneſt ſupplication he pours out his foul to God for ſal- 
vation, and diligently ſeeks it in all appointed means. -And, 


a « 


©. &5: 


1 if it tarry, he waits for it, well knowing that it never can be 
| well with him, till he obtains it. In this way he wreſtles 
till he prevails, and proves that the Lord is his righteouſneſs, 


by the remiſſion of his fins. And as happy effects, and ex- 
cellent evidences of this, and of his acceptance with God; 


peace of God keepeth his heart, he rejoices in God his Sa- 


Thus Chriſt is made of God unto him righteouſneſs, 


SANCTIFEC ATION: 
Righteouſneſs ſaves from the guilt of paſt fin, and ſanctifi- 
catim from the preſent finful quality of the ſoul. Now this 
quality is wide bread, every f 


dak, and neither diſcerns good nor evil; the will is impure, 


loving, hating, hoping, fearing, joying, ſorrowing, &c. in 


ways prohibited, being improperly N gr; yo — and 
ſhou hating what 
they ſhould love. U. Hence the heart is ſaid to be dec: irful 
above all things, and deſperately wick:d, And though this 
. ſoul does not extend to the body as its ſeat; 
pet, as the ſoul reſides in, and preſides over it, its members 
A liberty, 
indeed, to become ſinful is compatible with a holy heart in 
beings whoſe actions turn upon the uſe of their frec- agency. 


employed; loving what they bate, and 


corruption of 


are made inſtruments of unrighteouſneſs by it. 


But a continuance therein is incompatible with it, inaſmuch 


1. from the inſtances of angels and Adam, who, though they 


and the prevalence of the animal powers. 


— — 


an entire change of heart. Agreeably to which, when fin has 


ligion, the Lord, and heaven-ward, A farther degree ob- 
tains when conviction iffues in converſion by ſuch a deliver- 


his guilt is gone, the fear of death has taken its flight, the 


viour, and in hope of the glory which ſhall be revealed. 


; aculty being infected with it. 
And, according to its degree of depth, the underſtanding is 


 _ chooſing only wicked or worldly things; the affections follow, 


as fin corrupts its quality. This 1s evident, in both caſes, 
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had a holy principle, ſinned in practice, and thereby cor- 
| Tupted their principle. The great contrariety then to ſobriety 
in a man's ſelf, to truth, juſtice, and charity to others, and 
+ to piety to God is the effect of a deep depravity of ſpirit, 


In oppoſition to this, ay:amws, ſandtißcation, conſiſts of 
corrupted and rendered it incapable of rightly comprehending | 
its condition, this change begins in a conviction of its con- 


trariety to God, whereby the power of fin is broken, and the 
deſire of the ſoul turned into a contrary channel, running re- 


|, aace, from the nature and dominion of evil tempers and 
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affections, as makes their contrary ſenfibly exiſt in the ſoul, 


quality of the temper ſo altered as to reſent ſin againſt God 
or man, and ſo far to transfer the reſentment, from the ſin- 
ner to the fin, as to wiſh well to his perion, while it hates 


> ſonal injuries, which, in its corrupter condition, were its 
only objects of oppoſition, are now, in every caſe, eſpecially 
if received for nghteouſneſs ſake, borne with a proportion- 


unrighteous anger being not only reduced in degree, but the 


his performance. Yea, ſo far as this temper is right, per- \ 


able degree of patience.—Pride alſo, by the ſame principle, 


is not only diminiſhed, but its poſſeſſor has new objects and 


the one and promoting the advantage of the other; and, if 
== theſe ends are anſwered, though his perſonal honour lies in 
the duſt, and contempt is poured upon him from every quar- 
ter, he is content.—— The love of the world is likewiſe changed 
into the love of God and man, whereby the ſubje&t of it is 
XZ made free to ſacrifice all that he has to pleaſe the one and to 
profit the other. Its joys and ſorrows, hopes and fears, and 
all that belong to it too, as a moral agent, are ſo altered and 
new creation. „„ „„ 

But, notwichſtanding this excellent beginning, it is ſtill ſo 
defective in power to perform its duty, that the want of a 


ord's moral commands, is maniſeſt. This ſenſe 


3 ariſes from a conſciouſneſs of its condition; a ſenſe ſimilar 


to that of the bodily appetite, when it is not ſatisfied. By 
XX wiich uneaſy ſenſation, the foul is ſtimulated to ſeek ſalvation 


IT ene change, to make it comport more mw with the 
of defect 


aims, glories in God and doing good to men, in honouring 


\ 


= exerciſed upon new objects as to evidence the outlines of 4 
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from it; which, by a gradual or an inſtantaneous change, is“ 


done; and thereby its preſent ſtate is made to differ from its 
**X paſt. For, as before it was weak and wavering, now it is 
x ttrong and ſtedfaſt. Its weakneſs appeared in its proneneſs to 
Is a in the multitude of its imaginations, and in its eaſy 
XX admittance and retention of the ideas of outward objects, 
WE which kept it unproſitably employed, carried it off from, and 


and affections likewiſe, having retained a tincture of their 


too ſtrong in regard of wrong things. Anger, in its oppoſi- 


to have been. Neither was pride, by praiſe for pious and 


benevolent actions, ſtimulated only to excel in the ſame things, 


made it unmindful of God, the chief good. The tempers\ 
contracted corruption, were too weak in reſpect of right, and 5 


tion to moral evil, had not the full conſent and ſtrength of 
te ſoul, nor was ſo pailive, in perſonal injuries, as it ought | 
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but rather, through the remains of the immoral mind, ſome- 
ching was facnficed to {elf, which ſerved to puff it up. And, 
in proportion to theſe, there was a weakneſs in goodneſs, in 
all the other paſſions, and a ſtrength in evil. And by the 
 {weokneſs of the one, and the ſtreneth of the other, the ſenſes 
ad appetites of the body were leſs ia dominion to the divine 
, Eiſpotition, and with greater diſſiculty kept in decorum. 
Notwithſtanding then that there was a power, in the right 
principle, to counteract, by a good uſe of it, the motions of 
the ammal and ſpiritual man; yet the difficulty was not only 
equal to the oppoſition made to it by inward evils, but when 
temptations, from external things, fanned the flame, it was 
* increaſed, The effects of which were a war in the mind be- 
twixt the oppoſing principles of nature and grace, an imper- 
[fea performance of duty to God and man, and condemnation 
| as the conſequence of that imperfection. . 
But when the heart is more diveſted of its diabolicalneſs, 
Vaud the contrary quality is wrought into its conſtitution; it 
15 ſtronger in itſelf, more fixed, regular, an forcible in the 
* ſervice it performs ; has a more natural and conſtant tendency 
towards God; the tempers and affections are purer, and have 

{ a juſter ſenſe of the good or evil of their reſpective objects; 
| the imagination and fancy are more ſubject to the ſuperior fa- 

culties ; the ideas of outward things are leſs entertained, and 
more eaſily caſt out; and the animal appetites and ſenſes more 
manaęible, being deprived of the aſſiſtance which they had 
from the ſoul in its corrupter condition; and therefore act 
more inſtrumentally to the honour of God. Thus, in pro- 
portion to the advancing of the pious principle, all evils ſub- 
fide, and all excellences increaſe; by which peace prevails 
| } more in the inward principle, duty is better diſcharged, and 
[gh COMER ß COTE nn es nt 
And yet it is not hereby made perfect; ſomething of evil 
remains from which to be delivereg, and of good to be re- 
N ceived: for the moral quality muſt be complete. The evil, 
| to be delivered from, is the remain of the 1rreligious difpo- 
[| -| ſition, and the good to be received is the contrary quality in 
| a proportionable quantity, Ihe knowledge, of the neceſſity 
ff ol both, is from the ſenſe which the ſoul has of itſelf, and 
| Þ} which'ts ſo clear that all other evidences, of not being perfect 
[2 in principle, are unneceſſary. 8 by this, and by the 
hope of ſucceſs reſulting from the promiſe of God, it is ex- 
cited to proceed to further attainments, to the utter extinction 
\ of all that is finful in the quality, tempers, and affections of 
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the Lord's everlaſting kingdom. 


As ſuch, where there is no ſin in the ſoul, there is no ſenſe 


ſanctiſied are aſſured, by this ſort of ſenſe, of the condition 


not 


to God, and righteouſneſs to men: The perfection of which 
his own heart in the teſtimony of his conſcience. 
what is required of him; yet as it acts not of itſelf, but is re- 


duced to action by his own agency, as that which denominates \ | 


ciple, in practice and the teſtimony of the beart, will be 
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the ſoul, and to the implanting of every grace of the ſpirit 
in perfection. The excellencies of which condition conſiſt 

in having a full preparation for every good word and work, 
and an Fabitual meetneſs for an immediate admittance into 


And as hereby the heart is brought into that ſtate which 
the nature and fitneſs of things, and the holinefs of the Lord! 
and his law require; there is neceſſarily an evidence of it. 


iſſues, it not only ſprings from, but alſo agrees with it: 


of it, it ſees and feels no evil, but all holineſs and happineſs. ] 
And as ſouls convinced of fin, and ſuch as are but partly 


they are in; there is the ſame reaſon to admit it in this caſe, | 


eſpecially as it has a circumſtance, which the others have not, 
viz. that there is no cauſe of deception from itſelf, its quality |. 
being complete; whereas the others are mixed, and therefore 

10 clear a glaſs to behold its ſtate in. The ſecond part, 4 


of the immediate evidence, is the witneſs of God; his ſpirit 
bearing witneſs, with ours, by ſhining upon it, and ſhewing 


the reflection, without the detection of any degree of ſinful 


neceſſarily gives a ſign of approbation in peace and joy. 
Thus, by theſe evidences, the ſoul is ſeen to | 


| without ſpot. 


of fin, or wrinkle of imperfection, e 
And now being wholly new born, it begins to live, in 
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The firſt part of which is from itſelf; for the ſoul being the | 
ſeat of ſenſe, and its condition that from which the evidence \ 


what its condition is. And this light being without any ß 
mixture of darkneſs, it expoſeth the ſoul, to the view of it? 
ſelf, in a more conſpicuous manner than its own light does. 
And yet hereby, in a ſanctified ſoul, no evil is ſeen ; it bears 


temper or affection. Hence, finding nothing to cenſure, J b 


reſpect of degree, as it never did before, in perfect holineſs | 


can only reſult from an undivided ſoul. In which caſe a 
ood man is ſatisfied from himſelf, has the approbation of 


But though this principle capacitates man to comport with 
him the author of his actions, ſo the meaſure and manner of 
it depend on his own choice; therefore the fruit of this prin- 


proportioned to his voluntary _=_ and labour, 


» „„ 
— „% 1 3 


al . 
_— "7" As > 
R ‚ A og $9 < IS. ee 


— I 
2 ct — — 
2 = SW 


— — — 


15 


— —_ ——  — 
— 


K 


- - — — 
A * —— 
N Os 


— — 


—— — — — 


. —— — mma hs 4 * 


- — — 
ew . ooo -— Fa 1 


gf CT ET: TT WV 
* 22x —— ——— 


W + * 
ol 
b * : 


— — —_ 


La IJ: oh 
And as neither the nature, nor the higheſt-degree of grace 


the affections of the ſoul, but only rectifies and reſtores them 
to their right ſtate. Hence, as a conſequence of their con- 
tinuance, they are moved, by their reſpective objects, as they 


ferent ſenſations do not ariſe from different ſenſes in the ſoul; 
but as its ſpiritual nature is one, fo its moral ſenſe is one 
allo; and therefore as it has a variety of ideas, without in- 


nate ones, from various objects ſtriking on the outward 


ſenſes, ſo it has different ſenſations, without different inward 
ſenſes, as their different natures excite love or hatred, hope 


or fear, joy or ſorrow, & c. And ſenſations, which are in- 
cident to every condition, differing according to different 


diſpoſitions of ſoul; its preſent ones differ from its paſt in 
quality or quantity : When it had no prevailing holineſs, it 
loved and hated only in an evil manner: When its diſpoiition 
{ conſiſted of good and evil, it loved and hated according to 


| its meaſure of hol:neſs: and in its preſent perfect flate of diſ- 
poſition, its love of goodneſs and hatred of evil may be fo 


\ alſo, by a right uſe of its powers. TE ER 
But how is Chriſt made unto us ſanctification? Firſt, by 


procuring it; and, ſecondly, by implanting it. The firſt of 
_ theſe, althongh denied by the Socinians, &c. is ſo clear from 


his aſting death for every man, and redeeming us ſram all ini- 


guity, as to need no other proof, in this place. His pation 
then being the procuring cauſe of all the good, which accrues 


to men; the means and manner of its implantation, are the 
cnly tEings neceſſary to be taken notice of. e 
Now the principal former, of this, is the divine ſpirit. 
| Huran efforts, art, force, &c. may prevent the outflowings 


* of an evil heart, but cannot change its quality: Therefore 


though a profiigate, by human reftraints, may be reformed 


in practice, vet he may be ſirſul in principle; for ihough 
excreicences may thus be cut off, nature, in its contrariety to 
hclineſs, is not ſo to be cured. Diabolical darkneſs and 


dcatb, the properties of a ſin ful principle, cannot be changed 
into divine light and life, but by the ind uence of an agent 


poſſeſling tteſe properties. Agreeably to which, the Lord 
\ claims the prercgative of puritying the heart: A new heart, 
ſaith he, will give thee, The manner of which he repre- 
ſents by ſaying, I vill circumciſe thine hecert. The ſacred 


rite of a litera] circumciſion, the cutting off the fleſh of the 


b | fcreſkin, is alluced to; but this is the removing of ite ſin- 


makes men act but as free- agents; ſo neither does it deſtroy 


agree or diſagtee with them. Vet, it is probable, theſe dif- 
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fulneſs of the ſpirit. Hence it is ſaid, circrmciſion is that of 
the heart, The ſpiritual part of man is the ſubje& of it, and 
the ſpirit of the Lord is the circumciſing inſtrument. Under 
the operation of which the heart is enlightened to fee, and 
enlivened to deſire x deliverance from fin. This is the be- 
ginning of that divine cutting. But though it is profitable, 
yet it is painful, for it wounds the heart, and fills it with: 
fearful forebodings of future ruin- But it is neceſſary, as 
only a painful ſenſe of fin and danger will induce it to fub- 
mit to, and coneur in the deſtruction of its diabolical difpo- 
fition. And when willing, the Lord, by the refining in- 


fuence of his ſpirit, ſits upon it as the fire. of a refiner of 


ſilrer, and purges: it from the tin of unholy tempers and af- 


tections. And, as theſe depart, he principles it with pure 


properties, by infuſing divine light, life, and every other 


grace into it, whereby it is changed from one degree of glo- 


rious holineſs to another, till it attains to a pl-roma, or ful- 
neſs of C d. In which condition the mind rs at unity with 


itſelf, and in full conformity to God; there is no war from 


oppoſing principles, nor any enmity with him, the ſeeds. of 
{ 8 hgh, "i. ng! Siren TN | 
aiſcord and oppoition being loſt in a oneneſs with itſelf and 
its Saviour fkk e e e 
But though the Holy Ghoſt is the principal efficient, in 
this affair; yet other things concur, in a ſubordinate way; 


to effect it. In particular the word, and the part to be per- 


formed by man. The word, wherever it is, deſects the ſoul, 


lays open its caſe, and makes it conſcious of its condition; 


for, being applied by the ſpirit, it is quick and powerful, 
and of wonderful efficacy in every degree and circumſtance 


of ſpiritual life. It ſerves too to illuitrate the divine opera- 
tion, on the heart, by deſcribing its nature, proceſs, and en- 


cellent eff cts, whereby that which is inward and ſpiritual, 
real and ſabltantial is better underſtood, and diſtinguiſhed 
from counterfeits. It is likewiſe of exceedingly great ſervice 
by its promiſes, preſcriptions, commands, threatnings, &c. 
Its proiniſes raiſe e of, and excite to endeavours after 


fanctifcation; its preſcriptions ſlew the way to find it; its 


commands oblige, by virtue of its divine authority, to pro- 
ſccute it accordingly; and its threatnings tend to preſe 
from apoſtacy. be ALL | F 


I be part to be performed by man has alſo'a direct 8 


to, and exceedingly facilitates the work of ſanctiſication. 
And herein he, as the receptive ſubject of the pure inflycnce and 
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I grace of the holy ſpirit, is both active and paſſive; active in 
I teeking, and paſhve in receiving. The active part muſt be 
performed with all the earneſtneſs and conſtancy he is capable 
of. The eye of the ſoul muſt look to the Lord continually; 
which, as it will raiſe the ſoul's attention to things above, 
ſo will it draw it from things beneath, whereby they will loſe 
much of their weight; for riches, honours, and pleaſures 
5 will not be deſired, and poverty, contempt, and miſery will 
be eaſily endured. Moreover, by this, an embargo will be 
laid on the body; the eyes, ears, taſte, touch, and ſmell 
will be reſtrained, , and proportionably prevented from inſlav- 


ning the ſoul to, or interrupting it by an immoderate purſuit 
| of earthly things. The paſſions, anger, ambition, hope, fear, 
Joy, ſorrow, &c. will alio, by the ſame procedure, be pre- 
ſerred from contracting corruption by converſing with them, 
And offer leſs oppoſition to, and more freely admit the re- 
|| fining influence, of the holy ſpirit, to reſtore them to their 
Tight ſtate. And the lighter powers, the imagination and 
i fancy, will likewiſe be mortified in reſpect of earthly mat- 
ters; and, by conſequence, leſs employ and prevent the foul 
from purſuing heavenly things. + 
Nov by thus living and acting in the higheſt region of the 
{1018 heart, not only all that can prevent and perplex are ſo far 
'; avoided; but it more clearly diſcerns it wants, and is better 
1 _ Giſpoſed to ſupplicate the Lord for a ſupply of them: For 


while the foul centers in, and continually aſcends unto God 
in its motion; its acceſs, in petitioning him, is with more 
_ eaſe, and to greater advantage. And hence, as the happy 
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eelflect of it, frequent, fervent, pious breathings flow to him 
„ \for the increaſe of every grace. And being, in every buſi- 
5 neſs and circumſtance of life thus employed, it not only 
l keeps the intercourſe open, and the faculties and graces of 
the ſoul in exerciſe, but alſo brings many bleſſings, tends to 
14 | 2 the ſenſe and ſpirit of religion alive, and prepares 
i. for more 1mportunate prayer; the effectualneſs of which may 
| [Ihe inferred from all good things being given to them that alk. 
FT o which muſt be added the uſe of all the means / > Cowen 
fl for furtherance in this affair, viz. ſearching, the cripture, 
I bearing, reading, faſting, and whatever elſe that comes within 
| the compaſs of our condition in life. And, in the uſe of all, 


a ſtedfaſt faith in the death of-Chrift as the procurer, in his 
{ ſpirit as the worker, and in his promiſe as holding forth the 
bleſſing of ſanRtification, _ o IND IVE 
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means of it for more? Indeed the want of theſe is the Fer 


lbe affence-of one, judgment came upon all men Io condemnation; 
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And that theſe are neceſlary, is evident from man's being 
eommanded to make hi nſelf a new heart, to cl:anſe himſelf from 
all filihinsfs of fsb and ſpirit, and to purify himfelf even as he 


z« jure. Theſe, indeed, have no real eticiency, do not cleanſe 


by changing the quality of the ſoul from evil to good; but 


yet their uſe is ſuch as, except in extraordinary caſes, and 


where man cannot concur, he will not be ſanaified without. 


This is clear from men's being required to give all diligence, 
and aiſo from the nature of the work, which is ſuch that, if 
the heart be not, by conſtant care and labour,. keyt up to,. 
and exerciſed on things above, in order to its being prin- 
cipled with their properties, it will neceſſarily tend towards 


_ earthly things, and ſpititual evils; which, by how much it. 


does, it will be prevented from. proſecuting ſpiritual good, 
and be corrupted by them. How highly neceflary then is it 
to be active in the uſe of grace given, and to abound in the 
eipal reaſon why ſouls do not proſper, inaſmuch as the Lord | 
1; able, willing, and ready to ſupply all their wants out of 
the fulneſs of his Son. Thus then men may receive a ſalra- 
tion from all the ſinfulneſs-of the ſoul, and a fulneſs of the 
divine nature, with all. its properties of light, life, love, 


power, peace, joy, long-ſuffering, &c.. a przparation for 
ling in the manner moſt agreeable to God, profitable to 
others and its poſſeſſor, and for a place in the paradiſe 
above. | „ -6þ ION 2 oe 0 08 


REDEMPTION. F 
The word ATo)urpIT1S, redemption, it 1s probable, implies, | 
firſt, the price paid for man's ranſom ; ſecondly, the deliver- 


ance of the ſoul from the body; and, thirdly, the redemption 


of the body from death. 


The firſt of theſe is ſo clearly tau git in the New Teſtament, L- R 
and fo ſtrongly ſignified by the | 


acrifices of the Old, that 
nothing, but an ignorant or a wilful perverſion of them, can 
prevent a conviftion of their.truth and importance. And as 
men have ſinned in their repreſented and perſonal capacity; 
redemption, in this reſpect, has for its objects their deliver- 
ance from both. - Touching the firſt of which, nothing can 
afford a more convincing proof, of its truth, than that as by 


even ſo by the righteafneſs of one, the fre gift came uport all 
wen to juſiification of life, Here the vl and the ſecond Adam 
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for the ſins of the avile world. Theſe are a ſpecimen, of t 


ſoul's ſeat, inſtrument of action, and ho 
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are oppoſed to each other, in relation to their poſterity, | by 
the one of whom they were rendered guilty, and by the other 


acquitted.— Neither is it leſs certain that Chriſt ſuffered for 


men's perſonal ſins. This aſſertion receives full confirmation 
from the following pertinent paſſages: Te are bought awith a 


price: He gave himſelf for us, that he might redeem us from all 
 aniquity : Who himſelf bare our fins in his own body on the tree © 


For Chrift alſo hath once ſuffered for fins, the juſt fer the un jut: 
He is the propitiation for our fins ; and not for ours only, but 10 

16 
ſcriptures, which afford a convincing proof of a propitiatory 
ſacrifice. It was not, indeed, in all the circumſtances of it, 


ſuch as ſinners were obliged to pay in their own perſons ; for 


that was deſtruction of ſoul and body for ever. But it was 
ſuch as the Almighty accepted from their ſutety. Nor was 
it defective in value, inaſmuch as his perſon was infinite: 
Therefore though he but ted death for every man; yet that 
take was equivalent to what was eternally due to them. Nor 


did its ſatisfactorineſs flow only from its ſufficiency, but alſo 


as being deviſed and done by the Father himſelf: for he laid 


upon him the inipuites of us all, and by his ftripes <ve are healed: 


He avas in Chriſt reconciling the world unto himſelf, not imputing 


their treſpajſes : Thus from a concurrence. of cauſes, the mat- 


e 


ter and the manner, the Almighty was pacified, and redemp- 


tion equally and actually procured for all men. 
The ſecond ſort, of redemption, 1s the deliverance of the 
ſoul from the body. The body, in the preſent time, is the 


ed for eternal home. 


And, perhaps, except in the caſe of Enoch, Elijah, and the 


living at the laſt day, there will be a ſeparation, in all, for a 


ſeaſon. Nor is that exception an entire exemption from 
th; transformation, which is ſubſtituted for, being the 
ſubſtance of it. And while holy ſouls are inhabitants of 


houſes of clay, their place is rather a priſon than a pleaſant 
\ abode. 


The body, though wonderfully made, is ſubject to 
divers diſeaſes, Conſiſting of many both larger and leſſer parts, 
united together by joints, ſinews, &c. and covered with fleſh, 
arteries, veins, — ſkin, which are expoſed to the outward” 


elements, and ſupported by them; hence it is that inclement 


climes, irregular {ubſiſtance, intenſe or too little labour, with 


innumerable other things, incident to life, render the world 


to moſt, who live in it, little better than a lazar-houſe. 
Therefore death is both certain and deſirable: Certain; for 
the body cannot continue in its preſent condition for ever. 


long before the natural time of dying, a wreck and ruin. And 


are ſoon filled up, and the lirger proportionably leſſenedß; 
ſo, in proceſs of time, they loſe their uſe. And the great 


not made with hands, eternal in the heavens. And it is added, ; 
Hor in this ave groan earneſtly, deſiring to be cloathed 7 m9 abi 


of both, 1s exhibited in this pertinent paſſage: He that hath | 
wrought us for the ſelf ſame thing is Cad, who hath alſo given 
us the earneſt of the ſpirit, He that hath prepared us for hea- | 


- ja the gift of his ſpirit. Ans if the earneſt be good, how |. 
much more the fulneſs! With what propriety then is it ſaid, 
We are rolling rather to be abſent from the body and to be preſent 
ewith the Lord. And whether they die a flow or ſudden, a 
painful or pleaſant death; and whether by an immediate 


the gies. 3 time of dying is ſhort, and the paſſage betwixt 


of the body, the ſoul is ſet free, it expands itſelf, and ex-, 
ſight of it. 

and excellent effects of which are clearly taught in the ſcrip- 
ſhall all be made alive. Adam was the roqt and repreſenta- 


and all his poſterity, of immortality and an eaſy tranſition 
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'The repeated ſhocks received from exceſſes, &c. make many, 


nature itſelf has a period which it cannot paſs; for as, by 
the paſſing of the blood and juices through the veſſels, \ | 
earthly particles adhere to their ſides, whereby the ſmall ones 


artery, falling a ſacrifice to the ſame thing, can no longer 
propel the blood, and that brings natural death: Deſirable ; 
for who would always live? None, who have Chriſt for their 
wiſdom, righteouſneſs, and ſanctification: For awe know, |: 
ſaith the voice of infpiration, that if our earthly houſe of this \ x 
tabernacle were diſſalved, wwe have a building of God, an houſe | 


1 


our houſe, which is from heaven, Hence then though ſo to live- 
is good, yet to die is more deſirable. And the ground, 


ven, by purifying our hearts, hath given us an earneſt of it, 


{troke of the Almighty, or through the inſtrumentality of 
other things, are circumſtances of ſmall conſideration : For 


L 
1 
* 


* 
this and the other world narrow. And when, by the death | 1 
plores the ſpiritual world, with which, till then, its acquain- | 


tance was inconſiderable, as it lived by faith in, and not by | 


The third inftance, of redemption, is the deliverance of 7: 
the body from the grave. The certainty, nature, manner, A 


tures: Since by man came death, by man came alſo the reſur- 
refion of the dead: For as in Adam all die, even ſo in Chriſt 


tive of all other men. But being, for his ſin, prohibited the 
privilege of eating of the tree of life, he deprived himſelf, 


from earth to heavea: For inſtead of a transformation, of their 
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animal nature, into that which is ſpiritual, and a tranſlation, 
of the whole man, to a celeſtial ſituation, which the fruit, of. 
that tree, would have given them a right unto, they were, 
ſentenced to die, to dwell in duft, and to be, in body, as if 
they had never been. But a greater man was deputed to re- 
deem them: Jeſns Chriſt, the ſecond Adam, undertook their 
cauſe, who, by dying, delivered them from the power of. 
death, and, by his own reſurrection, gave proof of their im- 
mortality, that being an earneſt of it. So by all the ſaints, 
in full aſſurance may be ſung, as ground:d on fact and in- 
fallible promiſe, that triumphant ſong : “ O death, where is thy 
ſting? O grave, where is thy victory? And thanks be to God, 
who giveth us the victory throvgh our Lord Jcſus Chriſt.“ 
Hence, it is certain, the rigb:ꝛoùus will riſe. Their bodies, 
though now animal and mortal, will riſe ſpiritual and im- 
mortal, God, who made the. world out of nothing, will 
raiſe then cut, of the aſhes of their. originals, He, who. 
knows all things, knows that of which each conſiſts; and. 
therefore can ſummon their ſeverals, collect them together, 
combine them in one, and give them ſuch a body as ſhall 
ſeem good to himſelf, Then will the laſt enemy be ſlain, 
death will have no more don-inion. Thus Jeſus Chrift is. 
made of God unto us wiſdom, righteouſneſs, ſanctiſicat ion, & c. 


Let us now make a little uſe of this doctrine. And how 
highly favoured, ate finners, in having ſo ſufficient a Sa- 
vicur! Great was the love of God in providing them one, 
who is able to fave to the uttermoſt. He ſent his Son, that. 
the world might live through him. He. laid upon him the. 
iniquities of us all, that hy his 55 85 we miglit be healed. 
Ihis was the price which purchaſed man's. ranſom. The. 
fruits lowing from it are wiſdom, righteouſneſs, ſanctiſica- 
tion, &c. Benefits unſpeakably great and good!“ . 7 

But who, agreeably to the preceding account, have re- | 
ceived them? That they were intended for all is evident, 
And yet, notwithſtanding, but few appear to be under their, 
influence, The contrary is conſpicuous,.the majority of men. 
being ſenſeleſs finners; ignorant of their condition, and. 
wicked in their way. Theſe are, generally, inſeparable cir-. 
cumſtances. Hence the true character of ſinners, in the 
ſcripture, is fools : Te fools, ſaith the Lord, hav long will ze. 
love your fully? It is, indeed, a Proper appellation; for a, 
is ſo fooliſh as he that offends the Lord, ſerves fin, wrongs. 
his foul, and deyotes himſelf to damnation? This is a folly, 


. 


with which all other follies cannot compare. And yet how 
common? Where is wiſdom? Alas! if the fear of the 
Lord be the beginning of it, and that be to hate and forſake 
ſin, there is but little of it among men. And yet the voice 
of wiſdom cries every where; heaven, earth, and all creatures 
- loudly proclaim that God is wiſe, great and good, and there- 
fore to be feared. Yea, the ſpirit of wiſdom filleth the 
world. God is that ſpirit; and all the fulneſs, of the God- 
head, dwells in Chriſt, who is made of God unto us wiſdom, 
Hence this wiſdom is wide ſpread ; for Chriſt enlightens | 
every man that cometh into the world. | 
haut what part have you in this matter? Is Chriſt become /, 
your wiſdom? Has he convinced you of fm? Or do you | 
* that you have none to be convinced of? So to ſup— 
poſe, I fear, is not ſafe. Have you loved the Lord with all 
your heart, ſoul, mind, and ſtrength? Alas! when did you 
ſo much as remember him? And yet what is loved is re- 
membered, delighted in, dwelt upon, and adored. . By this 
then you may know how you have ſtood affected towards 
him. If you loved him, your heart clave to him, you lived 
in a continual ſenſe of his preſence, feared to offend him, 
_ walked in all well plealing to hin, and earneſtly deſired to 
2 an eternity with him. Was it thus that you lived? 
Examine your ſelf. Did you ever act without being ſure 
that, by ſo doing, you ſerved him ? If you did, you finned; \ 
for he, who doubts of the lawfulneſs of what he doth, is | 
condemned. But, alas! what need to ſpeak of doubtful |. 
things, when, perhaps, your whole life, or at leaſt the largeſt /| 
part of it, has been one continued act of rebellion, | 
Have you not had another God? An idol? A ſomething, | 
that you loved better than the Lord? Perhaps money, or 
pleaſure, or ſome human being engaged your whole Fri, 
| ſoul, and body; and ſo your thoughts, words, and works, 
with but little intermidion, went that way. Was that loving 
the Lord with all your heart? Was it not rather loving the 
creature than the creator? And was not that idolatry? And 
he that loveth the world, loveth not God. If then you 
have been enſlaved to the love and purſuit of any earthly | 
thing, that was your God, and you had none beſide. The 
true God was not in your thoughts, you lived without 
him, and neither loved nor feared him. O what a wretch! 
What a worm of the earth! And have you no fin? Alas, I} 
fear you have nothing elſe; for if your heart was wrong, 
your life could not be right, And have you not taken the 
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Lord's name in vain, by calling him to witneſs to the truth of 
What you knew to be falſe? Or by beſeeching him to damn 
your ſoul, or body, or neighbour, or animals, or things in- 
animate ? Or by baſely proftituting it to vile purpoſes, mix- 
ing it with every proud, paſſionate, trifling, obſcene, worldly 
diſcourſe? Now, if you have done ſo, you have finned. 
And will the Lord hold you guiltleſs? He ſays he will not. 
And you would do well to believe him, for he cannot lie; 
and therefore you are liable to ſuffer eternal torments. Have 
you not polluted his Sabbaths by thinking,. ſpeaking, and 
acting in a worldly way, which neither neceſſity to yourſelf, 
nor mercy to others required? And how much of it was 
ſpent in vain pleaſures! What gaining, drinking, diverſions, 
&c, were you exerciſed in! Alas, if you thus lived, your 
_ damnation does not ſlumber ! Have you. loved your neigh- 
| bour as yourſelf? Did you honour your father and mother 
by reverencing their perſons, obeying their lawful eommands, 
and by ſupporting them according to your power? If not, 
you ſinned againſt God and nature, and ſo deſerve to ſuffer 
the vengence of eternal fire. Have you done any murder 
with your heart or hand? for he that hateth his brother is a 
murderer, as well as he that killeth him. Have you com- 
mitted adultery in deſign or deed, either by luſting after or by 
ing with one, who was not your la ful wife, or kuſband ? 
Did you ever ſteal another's property by taking it away, or 
by miſemploying it, or by ation or defrauding ? Have 
you borne falſe witneſs againſt your neighbour by deſignediy 
giving a falſe verdict in judgment, or by wn bu him yours 
elf, or ſpreading the falſe reports of others? And did you 
ever covet any thing that was his by wiſhing for or by envy- - 
ing his poſſeiſions or happineſs 2 Now, if you have done any, 
or all of theſe things, what: will you do? God holds you 
guilty, and his we. ccndemns you to dwell in hell. "This, 
inner, is your condition! And a dreadful one it is. 
Hut are you ſenſible of your ſin? Do you know that for ſo 
| doing you deſerve, and are in danger of being damn'd? Ils 
is a point of knowledge which you ſhould not be ignorant of, 
in as much as, without/it,. you know not that which moſt of 
all things concerns you. To know ourſelves: diſeaſed is half 
the cure. Not to know it is to be ſick and inſenſible of it, 
| which prevents all endeavours after-ax deliverance from it. 
How ten ſtands the caſe? If you know the anger of God 
to be great, in conſequence of your crimes, it is a ſure ſtan 
| that G krift is your wifdem. Eut what are the proofs. of it,? 
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Are you ſorrwful for your ſins? Does it grieve you to have 
been ſo fooliſh as to offend ſo good a God? A God, who 
all your life has fed and preſerved you, and who is alle to 
puniih you for ever. Do you find hatred to, and is your 
E ſet againſt ſin? Is it now, of all other things, the moſt 
odious? A monſter? A murderer? A fiend? And do yon, 
in conſequence, flee from the practice of it, as from the face 
of a ſerpent? Does the guilt of it lie heavy on you? Is 
your ſoul ſinking, by the weight of it, into endleſs ſufferings ? 
Do you feel a hell in your heart? A guilty conſcience? A 
King? And do you fear a hell of fire and brimſtone? Is it 
open to, and, in appearance, ready to receive you? And are 
you, according to your own apprehenſions, hovering over it, 
hanging by the brittle thread of life, which, in a moment, 
may break, and let you fink into everlaſting ſufferings? If it 
= 10, what a ſituation! what a condition are you in! Vour 
ſins have found you out, and the Lord is afflicting you for 
them. And now, what 1s ſo becoming as to ſay, O wretched 


man that I aw, who ſhall deliver me? And would you be 1 


delivered? How do you expect it? Do you ſee that it is not 
for your own ſake that you are to be ſaved, that you are al- 
together unworthy of ſo great a favour? Have you learnt 
that ycur repentance, reformation, prayers, alms, tears, or 
whatever elſe you have, or can have, are not that for which 
_ the Lord will forgive you? Till you fee this, there is but 
little hope; you mult be ſtript of your own worth, your 
ſuppoſed righteouſneſs or merit muſt all Gnk before your ſoul 
will be ſaved. If you are brought to this, if you can fay, 
I am loſt, condemned, and deſerve to be damned; then 
_ confider whether you can find help out of yourſelf. Re- 
member, Chrit is made of God unto us righteouſneſs. 
Here then is your only help and hope. He has diſcharged 
your debt of fin, by the price of his precious lite; for he 
bore our ſins in his own body on the tree, that be might bring us 
% Gi. What then have you to do but to interSﬆ yourſelf 
im it? He requires you to believe it, to ar e on it, and to 
plead it with the Father, that you inay find forgiveneſs. » 
low eaſy the condition! As ſuch, what can hinder your 
becoming righteons? Nothing but yourſelf. If you believe, 
vyeu . elt; for he that beli weth on the Son, hath ever- 
Lalling life : But it you diſbelieve, you are curſt ; for he that 
belieyeth not the Son, fall net fee life, but the aurath of God 
alileth an bin. Your gvilt, it is probable, is great; but ſo 
is the merit of Chriſt, and the mercy of God for the ſake (f 
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that merit, Caſt yourſelf upon it by believing that he is 
able, willing, and ready to t and plead for the ful- 
filling of the promiſe. Vea, give him no reſt till it is done, 
till with your heart you have believed unto, and with your 
prayer prevailed for righteouſneſs. Ihen will your foul 
be the ſeat of a glorious ſalvation ; for when guilt goes, the 
power of ſin will go alfo, and peace and purity poſſeſs you. 
A heaven will be begun in your heart, even righteouſneſs, 
peace, and joy in the Holy Ghoſt. And this will unite you 
to, and give you the knowledge of the Lord: The inviſible 
will be realized to the ſenſes of your ſoul : And you will tafte 
and ſee how good the Lord is. Yea future things, by an- 
ticipations and earneſts, will become preſent: Glory will 
be begun in grace. Happy ſouls, who thus find that Chrift 
is their righteouſneſs. — WONT: | 
But to whom is he made ſanctification? To all, in part, 
to whom he is made righteouſneſs, theſe being inſeparable in 
their ſubjects. Yet becauſe ſanctiſication, in the fulleſt ſenſe, 
is but with few perfected at firſt ; a gradual procedure, from 
leſs to larger degrees, is the general 800 of being com- 
pletely principled with it. Lo what pitch then, of inward 
purity, have you attained ? Is you ſoul ſo conformed to the 
Pod, as that you find a complete and conſtant union with 
him? Do you alfo feel an implanted preparation for heaven, 
an heart all holy and happy, and willing and ready, with 
or without a moment's warning, to go hence? And is your 
ſoul fully ſet to ſerve the Lord, being perfectly willing and 
ready to execute his will, in whatever he commands, as ſoon 
as ſignified to, and comprehended by you? Theſe are the 
properties of a pure heart, things inſeparable from full ſancti- 
fication. Have you attained to this excellent condition, by 
its being finiſhed at firſt, or by future degrees? If not, either 
your time for, or improvement of it, has not been ſufficient. 
Judge whether you have been as intent on obtaining this, as 
to find forgiveneſs, If you were not, what wonder that you 
are weak! It is the diligent hand that maketh rich. Slackneſs 
weakens the motion of the mind, and iſſues either in non- 
improvement or prodigality. But let the time paſt, for ſo 
unprofitable a procedure, ſuffice. And if you intend to be 
fully conformed to Chriſt, by the ſanctification of your ſoul, _ 
| keep a good conſcience by obeying according to your ability; | 
and that as a condition, through Chriſt the meritorious 3 
will give great boldneſs in aſking for more: For if our hearts 


condemn us not, ibn have aue confidence towards God; and 
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evbatſacver wwe aſh, ave receive of him, becauſe wwe keep his com- 


mand mente, and de thoſe things that are pleaſing in his fight. | 


Look then to yourſelves; fee that you live up to your light 


and life, by walking, inwardly and outwardly, with fo ſcru- 


pulous an exactneſs as is calculated to continue and increaſe 
your grace. Yea, preſs on to perfection by believing the 
promiſe of, by importuning the Lord for, and by patiently 
waiting to receive it. Reſt not till you are all renewed; and 
thereby fully united to the Lord, completely prepared for 
heaven, fitted for every good word and work, and clear in 


the evidence of all theſe things. And then, as the happy ef- 


fect of the whole, you will be ready to be removed from 
earth to heaven; in which, 8 | 


Chriſt will be your Redemption. In the interim between, 
while you continue in that prepared condition, your fituation 


will be ſuch as will make your foul ſtand, as it were, on tip- 


toe, in- order to be taken up into the eternal world. Yea, 


heaven will await, and, like a bride adorned for her huſband, 


be ready to receive you. Angels too, whoſe charge you 
were, and who miniſtered to you in your militant ſtate, will 


be on the wing to waft you to the upper world. And Jeſus, 


the mediator of the new covenant, will bid you come, and | 
preſent you to a place prepared in the paradiſe of God. Then 
will your ſoul be incircled with the glorious light of the | 


Lord, affociated with ſaints and angels, honoured with the 
preſence and approbation of God, and ſolaced, in every ſenſe 


of it, with the pleaſures that flow from ſo ſuper-abounding a 
bliſs. Your bodies too, ſeparated from your ſouls for a | 
ſeaſon, and ſentenced to dwell in duſt, will reſt in hope of a 


_ glorious reſurrection to life, of — ſpiritual and im- 
mortal, perfectly reſembling the glorified 

living head. And, when brought to heaven, then will your 
redemption be complete, ſoul and body will be ſuch as they 


ſhould be; all the A ae and parts of both will be perfect, 


the ſenſes rightly adapted to, and delighted with their re- 
| eee objects, the ſexvices complete, the enjoyments great, 
4 


e rewards right, and all will run parallel with the ages of 


eternity. O what a happineſs is this! Who then would not 


have Jeſus Chrilt for his wiſdom, righteouſneſs, ſanctification, 


and redemption? + A : 
O glorious Lord, inftead of inſtantly loading the guilty 
with curſes for their crimes, thou art long-ſuffering! Yea, in 


lieu of the perpetually Iron effects of thy rightcous wrath, | 


humanity of your 
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in the puniſhment of the ignorant, 5 
3 children of men, thou haſt ordained thy Son to be 
d 


, unholy, and hell- 


their wiſdom, righteouſneſs, ſanctiſication, and redemption : 
Things which are of infinitely more value than all the earth. 
How herein, merciful Lord, haft thou magnified thy love to 
mankind, thy mercy in their miſery, and exhibited the ſlow- 
neſs of thy wrath, and readineſs to relieve ! But, alas, O 
Lord, how is thy favour „ ang and all its intended bene- 

fits neglected by the multitudes of men, who live as if they 
lacked none of theſe things! So intent are they upon the 
things of time, and fo careleſs concerning eternity, that the 
voice of wiſdom, ſpoken from heaven and earth, in its 
awakening, convitting, warning, and inſtructive words, is 
little attended to, and leſs obeyed by abundance. So igno- 


rTance covers the earth, and ſinners fleep ſecure, though their 


damnation does not ſlumber. But what more canſt thou do 
to make men wiſe, ſeeing wiſdom is attained only by thoſe, 
who ſuffer themſelves to be taught, and are at all poſſible 
pains to underſtand, receive, .retain, and uſe, in the beſt 
manner, their inſtructions ? Neither canſt thou, conſiſtently, 
compel the wiſe heartily to believe for, earneſtly to ſeek, and 
_ readily to receive righteouſneſs. ' Nor force the righteous to 
nnd full ſanctification, and live, in the right uſe of it, to the 
end of life, that they may be redeemed from earth to heaven, 
and live for ever with thee. Compulſion, in theſe cafes, 
thou canſt not, doſt not uſe ; and therefore many, through 
their own free folly, ſin, negle& ſalvation, and ſuffer for | 
ever, although thy Son was given to ſave them. But Oh! 
how great muſt be their ſuffering, who thus abuſe thy good- 
| neſs. But thanks be to thee for thy unſpeakable gifts. For 
though the madneſs of men makes light of them; yet are they 
not only infinitely better, but alſo afford abundantly more 
ſatisfaction than all fins and ſenſual things. - How much 
more profitable and pleaſant then, holy Lord, will they be 
than the torments of hell in eternity! ii 
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2 TIMOTHY, Chap. iv. Ver. 7, 8. 
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1051 the faith: Henceforth there i laid up for me a crown of 
righteeuſueſe, <obich ths Lord, the righteeus judge, fall give 

ne at that day And not ta me only, but unto all them alſo, 
who love his appearivg. = 5 1 8 


1 with propriety, may be termed Paul's dying ſpeech, | 


though it was not his laſt. It contains a recapitulation 
of his chriſtian conduct, and a prediction of his future re- 


Ward. Nor is it leſs certain than ſurprizing, that he ſays 


nothing of what had been done for him, but only of what he 
himſelf had done. And yet this is according to the nature 


and fitneſs of things; for a reward ſuppoſes a work, and the 


work a perſona], a voluntary, a pious or charitahle thing, 


though the power by which it was done, as a principle and 


ſuperadded aſſiſtance, was derived from the Deity. In treat- 
ing of which, I ſhall Vo . 


1. Touch upon the work ; and, 2, upon the reward. The 


work implies three particulars ; fighting, running, and keep 


ing the faith. The firſt ſuppoſes armour and enemies, inaſ- 
much as a naked ſoldier is incapable of fighting, and armour, 


without enemies, is not neceſſary. But he had both, His 


armour was ſpiritual, not temporal; moral, not carnal. It 
conſiſted of ſuch ſpiritual powers and divine graces as are the 
properties of rational and holy ſouls. And though they in- 
ben in the heart; yet the apoſtle, in a parallel place, ſays, 
put on the whole armour of God.” Ws. as this is not a 
command to acquire armour, it is to be underſtood alluſively, 


vi. that as ſoldiers, who have armour, but have it not al- 


ways on, are, when it is neceſſary to fight, commanded to 


put it on: So the chriſtian, to preſerve himſelf from defeats, 
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i WI to put his ſoes to flight, muſt, in caſes of danger, call 


his graces into action. . 
St. Paul, by his converſion to chriftianity, was fully fur- 
niſhed with every grace of the ſpirit ; and conſequently ren- 
dered capable of encountering his enemies. Yet, as man is 
24 a compound creature, and conſiſts of contrary things, what 
zs to be underſtood by the word / ? Does it mean the whole 
man, ar but a part of him? If the whole, then he had not his 
\ fieſh to fight with. But though the fleſh is a part of man, it 
is to be tought with; for notwithſtanding that it is made of 
; ſenſeleſs matter, it is ſo modified as that the being, nature, 
and uſe of its appetites, its hunger, thirſt, concupiſcence, 
Ke. do not depend on the judgment and choice of the ſoul, 
but have their enk in, and motion from itſelf, and act in 


1 


and do not know, in many caſes, what kind and quantity of 


the things which pertain to them, and in what manner to re- 


ceive them are the beſt, the ſoul muſt govern the body. Yea 


though the ſoul is alſo a part of man; yet its faculties, mind 
and will, are rather the firſt inſtruments, than the authors of 
actions, as is evident from his being acquitted or condemned 


according to his uſe or abuſe of them. But that which uſes 
or abuſes, is not what is uſed or abuſed. There is then, in 


N. 
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ſelf- mover, but alſo rewardable for his works. Foraſmuch 


/ fpring which moves his moral, rational, and animal powers, 


And this, which is man's ſupreme property, is, in religious 
things, only accountable to God. In civil things it is ſub- 

| ge to eivil ſuperiors, as the miniſters of the Moſt High. 

Bat this civil abe 

render it unaccountable to God in the ſame caſe. And with 


1 s to be underſtood by the perſonal pronoun I. 


preme in the government of the whole animal ſyſtem touching 


the matter, manner, and meaſure of them; and is account- 

able to none but the Almighty, except where it interferes 
with the rights of human ſociety ; and then it is anſwerable 
to the laws thereof © abi 


an involuntary way; yet becauſe the appetites are irrational, 


man, ſomething ſuperior to them; and that is his free-agency, the 

* ; 8 6 O py . 

Property of his nature which makes him free to underſtand or 
de ignorant, to chooſe or refuſe, to do or leave undone; and 
therefore is his acting part. And it not only makes him a 
then as this is the primum mobile in man's microcoſm, the 


it may with propriety be ftiled his principal part, and what 


rdination, to delegated authority, does not 


reſpect to natural actions, as 8 drinking, &c. it is ſu- 
0 
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Foraſmuch then as 7 indicates that property which preſides 
over all other properties, powers, and parts, let us obſerve 
how he fought a good fight. We will 555 with himſelf, p 
and afterwards proceed to other particulars. Now the irt 
things, with which he fought, were his wind, will, and af- 
fections. The mind is the eye by which man may ſee, if he 
make a right uſe of it, what concerns his well-being both here 
and hereafter ; in which, as the ſubſtance of them, is includ- | 
ed ſpiritual and temporal things; and, in the uſe of them, to 
anſwer this excellent end, there are helps and hindrances. | 
But to prevent, as far as poſſible, in ſo momentous a matter 
as man's well-being, the fatal effects of a falſe judgment, he þ 
muſt, in judging of ſpiritual things, in refer.nce thereto, uſe 
all his ability in the beſt manner, to eſtimate them according 
to their real value. And having an immediate, direct, in- 
diſpenſable, and excluſive reſpect to the preſent and future 
ſelicity of man's immortal ſoul, they are, in conſequence, in- 

finitely better for him than all that is earthly, inaſmuch as 
_ earthly things differ entirely from the nature of the ſoul; and 
therefore cannot be of any real ſervice to it. Now the things, 
neceſſary for the foul, are the favour and image of God, a 
night to, and a qualification for his kingdom, the teſtimony | 
cf a good conſcience as the effect of a right conduct, and the 
hope of a future reward for its works. And as they differ in 
nature, ſo alſo in duration; for earthly things, whatever 
they are in themſelves, are, to men, but for a time. Nor is that 
time long. With many it is not a month, and with moſt not 
more than threeſcore years and ten. And it is all uncertain, 
being meaſured out by moments, any one of which may be 
the laſt. Whatever then there is of great, or good in any 
carthly thing, it has this circumſtance annexed to it, that it 
ſoon ſees an end. But religious things, although not immor- 
tal in themſelves, but 501 as they are united to immortal 
ſouls, yet, when they inhere in ſuch ſubjects, they may be 
of equal continuance with them. Neither can any thing 
prevent its being ſo, but the unfaithfulneſs of thoſe, Who are 
in a ſtate of probation for eternal bl:Cedneſs. But the poſſi- 
| bility, of their running parallel with time and eternity, is 
ſufficient to give them the preference to all that is periſhable. _ 
Value and duration, then, are circumſtances which with all, 
ho make a right uſe of their underſhhding, will have weight ) 
cnough to induce them to prefer ſpiritual to temporal things, 
and to ad a:cordin2ly, whatever be the conſequence, to hein 


chooſe or refuſe. Vet, in fo doin 
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bodies, eftates, and characters, in this life.— Another uſe, of 


the underſtanding, is with reſpect to temporal things. Theſe 


are rendered neceſſary by the wants of man's mortal part, 


being the ſole ſupport thereof. And inaſmuch as they muſt 


be procured by pains or price, theſe circumſtances oblige him to 


pay ſome attention to them.—A farther thing obſerveable is, 
that the underſtanding, in reference to both, ought to be uſed 
in the beſt manner. Free-agency implies a poſſibility not 


only of uſing or abufing it, but alſo of doing either in any 


degree, confiſtently with its capacity, The right uſe of it 
then will induce him to employ, his ſpiritual and temporal 
talents, as many moſt conduce to God's honour, the good of 
men, and his own eternal advantage. 5 
I ſhall now ſhew how the will, with reſpect to the ſame 
things, is to be uſed. The nature of it, as a faculty, is to 

) | g. it acts not independently 
of the underſtanding, but according to its dictates. If then 
the judgment falſely determine, what ſhould be elected and 
what rejected, the will, in a natural way, chooſes the one 


and refuſes the other. Hence, when under the influence of 


a right judgment, it prefers the favour, image, ſervice, 
kingdom, and reward of God, and the higheſt pitch of im- 


provement, and the beſt uſe of temporal things before all 
others. But this, which is the natural, is not the neceſſary 
choice. It may poſſibly not be reduced to practice, as the 
wrong uſe, of man's liberty, may prevent it. However it is 
what ought to be, and what cannot be omitted without ſin- 
ning, and being in danger of eternal deſtruction. 

two-fold, ſpiritual and animal, arifing from the „ and 
animal natnres, of which man is compoſed. Vet though 
man's compoſition conſiſts of contrary natures ; they are not 
ſo intermixed as that his ſpiritual affections depend on his 
animal nature, inaſmuch as they will ſubſiſt, in the ſoul, 
when it is ſeparated from the body. And it is probable that 
animal affections depend no more on the ſoul, than ſpiritual 


Fe The apoſtle had alſo to fight with his ig. Theſe are 


ones do on the body, ſeeing that they will ceaſe when the 


body dies, But though theſe different affections have their 
reſpective ſources ; yet, while they ſubſiſt together, they act 
in concert ; And, while they continue thus, it is man's duty, 
as a free-agent, to give both their due. His ſpiritual affec- 
tions have for their objects the honour of God, the ſalvation 

of men's ſouls, and the advantage of his own. All thoſe 
then, which tend to anſwer theſe excellent ends, muſt be ex- 


1 


cited and encouraged; excited by reminding them of their. 
duty, and by ſtirring them up to do it, and encouraged by 
uſing ſuch means as are calculated to quicken, ſtrengthen, and 


comfort them. They muſt likewiſe be limited, leſt they rob 
the animal affections and appetites of their due. For not- 
withſtanding their incomparable excellence above all that is 
earthly ; yet, as animal nature is a part of man's compoſition, 


and neceſſary, as an inſtrument, to the ſoul in gloriiying the 


Lord, ſaving fouls, &c. aad in anſwering purpoſes which 
pertain to temporal life, it demands his care, kindneſs, and 
encouragement. The ſpiritual affections then, to prevent 
ſuch a neglect, or treatment, or abuſe of the body as will 
render it incapable of acting its part, muſt be kept within 


ſuch bounds as will allow leiſure for the animal affections to 


operate on their reſpective objects, and for the appetites to 
have what is ſufficient for their ſatisfaction and the ſupport 


of the body. Theſe will make the animal man move, with 
_ alacrity, in its inſtrumental capacity, to the ſoul, in ſpiritual 


things, and in the duties which belong to bodies and buſineſs, 
Hhut as there is a greater probability of the animal affections 
and appetites gaining the dane over the fpiritual powers; 
and as that wil 

ſoul, it is the more needful to guard againſt it. And that it 
may be ſo is evident from this: IF ye live after the fleſh, ye 


Hall die; ſhall forfeit the favour and image of 88 and 
of too great 


hope of eternal life. This is the neceſſary e 
a 25 of animal affection, and of undue gratification of 
the ſenſual appetites : For when they become predominant, 


they prey upon the pure ſpirit, coriupt its quality, and turn 


all its attention to temporal things; in conſequence of which, 
fin, by preferring the creature to. the creator, 1s committed, 
and the ſoul made ſervant to the body. To 0 which 
the governing principle muſt interpoſe, and ſkilfully avoid 
all unneceſſary animal objects and impreſſions: And ſuch, 
as cannot be avoided, muſt be counteracted, and their in- 
fluence prevented as much as poſſible: And thoſe impreſſions, 
which are neceſſary to be received, and reduced to practice, 


produce effects extremely prejudicial to the 


8 


muſt be guarded, through every ſtage, leſt they tinge the ſoul i 


too much, or give advantage to the animal part, or occaſion 


exceſs in the at. And by thus keeping the mind pure, 
and the body under, this part. of the f 
fought. 


Temper is the conſtitution of the animal compoſition; the 


T ſhall now touch upon the temper, appetites 8 


1 
A 
| Af 
Xi 
: {5 

+ 


ght will be well | 
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ingredients of which are air, earth, water and fire. The 
degree of it is according to the equal or unequal meaſures of 
theſe ingredients. Where there is an equal mixture of them, 
it is of the medium kind. But where any of them predomi- 
nates, either ſingly or otherwiſe, it is uneven. So where air 
is greateſt in degree, it is light and active: Where earth, 
heavy and dull: Where water, cold and full of phlegm: 
Where fire, proud and paſſionate. And if fire 1 air pre- 
dominate, as in the Scotch, it is ambitious, hot, and active: 
And in the Dutch, where earth and water prevail, it is heavy 
and cold. But neither the natures of theſe ingredients, nor 
the different degrees of them, in compoſitions, are ſinful. 
Vet ſo far as the temper, of any compoſition, is from a due 
medium, it is ſubject to extremes, to over or under act in 
what it does, as an agent. However, free- agency can act 
as arbitrarily in this, as in any other caſe; conſequently, 
where a reſtraint is neceſſary, it can impoſe it, and where the con- 
trary is required, it can ſtimulate to greater degrees, of ac- 
tivity, than is natural to it: And by a perpetual repetition 
of acts contrary to nature, new habits may be contracted, 
and become the general rule of life. Thus Socrates, whoſe 

| diſpoſition was diſagreeable, brought himſelf to a contrary | 
Lind of temper. - And others of a timid, or ſſow, or dull 
diſpoſition have done the ſame thing. Whoever then does 
not curb or quicken his nature, and compel it to obſerve due 
decorum, does not, in this, fight the good fight. On the 
|, contrary he, who conquers his temper, and acts according to 
the rules of Chriſtianity, is ſo far a good ſoldier of Chrift : 
And whatever is contrary thereto, and might have been pr2- 
u vented, is fin. %%%;—ö˙ 8 . 
The Appetites, hunger and thirſt, notwithſtanding their 
animal nature, are to be contended with. They ere, indeed, 
both natural and neceſſary; natural, as belonging to the 
body, and neceffary, as by their eee it is ſup- 
ported. Hunger is an uneafy ſenſation, occaſioned by the 

+ rubbing together of the ſides or coats of the ſtomach, when 
not enough diſtended. Thirſt is alſo a ſenſation which gives. 
extreme uneaſineſs, and . ariſes from a dryneſs which is the 
effect of the natural heat of the body, of the atmoſphere, and 
of unmoiſtened food. Now the uſe, of theſe appetites, is 
to ſupply the body with a ſufficient ,quanity of food and 
moiſture. But as men do not eat and drink as natural-agents: 
only, but as free- agents alſo: So whatever irregularity there 
is in the uſe of them, it is not the error of the appetites, but 
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of the agents: And thus gluttony, drunkenneſs, pining. 
hunger, and parching thirſt, when they may be avoided, are 
ſinful. | | | | GI 4 3 
Now the Apoſtle, in fighting the good fight, did not injure / _* 
his 0b 085 e eie ad as he ee — : 
to labour, it indicates that he did not deſtroy his body by 
abſtemiouſneſs. And this is the rule to be obſerved by thoſe 
who would not ſacrifice their ſouls to their bodies, nor their |} 
bodies to their ſouls, but would preſerve both to the lateſt 
period of human life, that they may be the more inſtrumental 
to the honour of God, the good of men, and their own 
crown of rejoicing. 85 a | 
Let us now take notice of the Sexes; the eyes, ears, taſte, 
touch, and ſmell. Now theſe, it is certain, were deſigned 
to anſwer important purpoſes; and yet they are not ay 
neceſſary either for life or godlineſs: However, rightly uſed, 
they may be of yu ſervice to both. It is alſo certain, that 
they may be abuſed to the prejudice of both. And, in 
fighting the good fight, their uſe is to be promoted, and. 
abuſe prevented. | e V 
The nature, form, and ſituation, of the ſenſes, are ad- 
mirably ordered for anſwering excellent ends. They have 
reſpect to all the objects with which man has to do, and are 
* to convince him of the profit or loſs, pleaſure or 
| pain, which will accrue to him in conſequence of them, 
Fut though this judgment is formed by the ſenſes; yet it is 
not formed independantly of the foul; for the ſenſes, ſeparate 
from it, are ſenſeleſs; and therefore it is by the union be- 
twixt the ſoul and the ſenſes, through the medium of the } 
nerves, that ſeeing, hearing, taſting, touching, and ſmelling Þ 
are performed. The ſenſes are fituated near the ſoul, and |} 
are limited to narrow bounds, except feeling, which extends | 
to every part of the body. The eyes and ears, being the | 
moſt uſeful, are given in pairs, that ſeeing and hearing may 
be increaſed and continued. The eyes receive and tranſmit 
the image of every object, they ſee, to the common ſenſory ; 
The ears do the ſame touching all the variety of ſounds: The 
taſte conveys to it the inward qualities of things: Feeling 
turniſhes it with ideas of the rouphneſs or ſmoothneſs, Ke. 
of bodies: And the ſmell communicates the effluvia which 
flows from them. 3j DOPE ATT Ind v0 
Now all objects of ſenſe, tranſmitted by ideas to the ſoul, 
may have a moral effect, render it more divine or diabolical. 
And theſe contrary effects flow from contrary cauſes; the one 
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from ideas adapted to do good, and the other f rom ſuch as liave 


dency ; which 1s according to the natural courſe 


of things. But as man is not a machine, but a free-agent, 


who can counteract them; it is not certain that ſuch effects 
will follow. And it is the part, of a good ſoldier, to uſe 


all the helps, and elude all the hindrances he meets with in 
fighting. Thoſe ideas then, which have a natural tendency to 
facilitate his fighting, he muſt ſuffer to have all the effect 
which their natural force can give, and uſe them, by his 
arbitrating agency, in the manner moſt to his advantage: 
And ſuch, as tend to tinge his mind with their wicked or 
worldly nature, and to retard his religious motion, muſt be 


repelled to prevent their effects. Now, as every ſoldier of 


Chriſt has a general judgment of the nature and tendency of 
things; objects, calculated to aſſiſt, muſt be ſought, and thoſe, 


of a contrary kind, declined as much as will conſiſt with his 


ſervice to God, himſelf, and others. - 


Other things, with which the apoſtle had to fight, were 
the World and the wicked One. The world conſiſts of men 
and things. And men are friends or foes. Friends, in a 
er reſpect, are calculated to help; but they are alſo ca- 


pable of hindering. The weakneſs of ſome does not en- 


_ courage, the wickedneſs of others diſcourages, and the vaſt 
variety of opinions, among profeſſors, perplexes. But the 
_ chriſtian ſoldier, notwithſtanding his ſympathy with the weak, 
his ſorrow for the finner, and pity for the perplexed, is not 
retarded in his courſe by them. He makes not ſuch the rule 


of his proceeding, but animates himſelf by the example of 


the moſt excellent, as knowing that the crown is only to the 
conqueror. And he conſiders it as being beneath the dignity, 
of a divine ſoldier, to be conquered, whatever the contrary | 
coſts him; for which, his eternal intereſt, his honour, his 
duty to God, to whom he has ſworn allegiance, and his ob- 
ligation to influence all men, by his example, to act a part 
worthy of their rational, religious, and immortal natures, | 
are ſufficient reaſons. Hence he diſdains to be bound by 
ſuch feeble, fooliſh, and uneſſential fetters as the weakneſs, 
the wickedneſs, and the perplexity of profeſſors. His ambi- 
tion is to conquer and be crowned ; and therefore, with the 


reſolution oi a warrior, he cries out, Let others do as they 


will, I will overcome.” Nor is he intimidated by his foes. 
Theſe are ſuch as militate againſt him for his name, principles, 

and practice. A name 1s generglly given, to every riſing 
F ſect of religious people, which ſerves to diſtinguiſh them from 


9 
, 


* 
0 
» 
; 


others. And if it ſignify neither good nor evil, it is ſuffi- 
cient to make them odious, and to ground an oppoſition 
upon. Another thing, which contributes to create enemies, 


meſs in high places. 


different orders, of devils, is neither eaſy to determine, nor 
neceſſary to be known. 


many, ſubtle, powerful, and malicious, and that to encoun- 


the body, what truth is to the ſoul. The girdle ſurrounds, 


1 


** 


is their religicus principles. And although theſe may not 


only be innocent, but, perhaps, abſolutely neceſſary to ſal. 


vation; yet, if they Fave the misfortune to be out of 


the faſhion, they are, by many, made the occaſion of 


public or private perſecution. Yea practice, if not common, 


though ſuch as it ought to be, 1s blamed by ahundance as 


ſuperſtitious, or ſingular, becauſe it ſets their own in a diſa- 
greeable light. For theſe things the beſt of men are made 


the butt of the worſt : And this ſometimes runs ſo high as to 


endanger credit, property, pans and life, But he, who 
| fights a good fight, is not careful to ſecure them at the ex- 


pay of religion; for when they become incompatible, he 


heſitates not to give up all, that he has, rather than fin. And, 
for his encouragment, he has the example of the beſt, in all 


ages, and the promiſe of God that his reward ſhall be a ſuf- 
ficient recompence for his loſs. 


calmneſs and contentment, 
for cruelty kindneſs. 9 Ag 5 
Now, to theſe adverſaries, others are added: For awe 


the ers of the darkneſs of this world, againſt ſtiritual wicked- 
Whether theſe different names ſignify 


It is enough to know that they are 


ter and overcome them are the duties of every chriſtian, To 
effect which, the Apoſtle ſays; Take unto you the whole armour 


of Gad, that you may be able to ſtand in the evil day: And haw- 
ing done all, to land. The evil day is the day of temptation, | 
difficulty, and danger. Having done all, denotes having en- 
dured difficulties, and eſcaped dangers, in order to fand as 
_ conquerors and obtain a crown. F 


o the doing and obtain- 


ing of which, he adds, Stand therefore, in your plaee and 


ſtation, (as ſoldiers do in their ranks, ready to fight) Having 


your bins girt about with truth, and having on the breaſt-plate 


of 4 m6 The apoſtle, in theſe and other 


articulars, 


Hence he lets patience have 
its perfect work, endure: all, that men can ſay and do, with 


and renders good for evil, and 


1 5 au reſtle, faith Paul, againſt principalitiet, againſt pocbert, againſt 


alludes to the defenſive and offenſive weapons then in uſe |} 


among warriors, He begins with the Girdle, which is to 


adorns, and ſupports the body, and ſerves as a centre of union 
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all graces jnkering therein. 


[08 © 
to other parts of the armour. Truth, which is benified by 


the girdle, is ſincerity in deſign, word, and work; and it 


has not only the moſt beautitul appearance, but alſo ſupports 
the ſoul with courage in all its conflicts; for, as it gives ir 


confidence towards God, ſo it preſerves it from giving ſatan 


the handle of hypocriſy ; and by both the ſoul becomes bold 


in the uſe of all the other parts of the armour, and thus truth 
is a centre of union to them. Aud having on the breaſt-plate 
4 11ghteouſneſs. The breaft is the ſeat of animal life; to pre- 
ſerve which ſoldiers fixed a plate upon it. The breaſt- plate 


of righteouſneſs is to anſwer a ſimilar purpoſe, Righteouſ- 
neſs is a right converſation and conduct; and as it preſerves 


the ſoul from fin and guilt, ſo it keeps it alive in the love 
and likeneſs of God, and en all cauſe of accuſation.— 


And your feet ſhod with the preparation of the goſpel of peace. 


Feet are tne inſtruments of motion; and when the way is 
rough, ſhould be well ſhod. In like manner, when the ſoul 
has to paſs through tempations, difficultizs, and Sn, It 


ſhould have all the preparation which the goſpel of peace 


provides: The general benefits of which are peace with God, 
and power to do and ſuffer his will; in particular reſolution 
to encounter, and patience to endure difficulties of the moſt 

_ difagreeable and dangerous kinds. And above all, ta ling the 
ſhbield of faith, wherewith ye ſhall be able to quench all the 
Fiery darts of the wicked. The ſhield covered the perſon and 
ſome parts of the armour, and under it the ſoldiers tought, 
and ſheltered themſelves from the poiſoned arrows of the 


enemy. And as faith is a dependance on God for help, it is 


a ſhield; for it appropriates his Jour to its own purpoſe, 
wages war in the ſtrength of it, an 
Satan's fiery darts, and diſappoints his diabolical deſigns.— 
And take the helmet of ſalvation, and the ſword of the ſpirit, 
' evhich is the word of God, The helmet is the covering of the 
head, which, being the principal part of the body, requires 
the greateſt care and 
is the hope of the ſalvation promiſed to all, who overcome, 
in the chriftian conflict. And as the literal helmet, by ſe- 
_ curing the head, rendered the ſoldier bold in the day of 
battle; ſo the hope of ſalvation is to preſerve the foul from 
| deſpair, and to encourage it to fight the good fight, that it 
may lay hold on eternal life.—A4zd- the ford of the ſpirit, 
_ evhich is the word of God, The ſpirit, it is probable, is the 
| holy ſpirit of man, that being the ground of all his armour, 
The ſword, of the ſpirit, is the 


thus ſcrenes the ſoul trom 


beſt defence. 'The helmet, of ſalvation, 


word of God; which furniſhes him with reproofs, inſtructions, 
| promiſes, &c. whereby he may defend himſelf from the de- 
| vil, and be delivered from danger.—Praying always with all 
F, prayer and ſupplication in the ſpirit, and baer 5 thereunto avith 
| 4 perſeverance, and ſupplicati;n for all ſaints. Paul's laſt piece 
LP of armour is prayer. Praying always ; as often as need re- 
quires. With all prayer; public, private, and mental. Prayer 
is an ardent addreſs to the D.ity hor divine things, and what- 
ever elſe that is neceſſary. Supplication is humble petition. 
In the ſpirit ; with the underſtanding, defire, and power of 
the ſpirit. And watching thereunio; to diſcern the neceſſity 
of prayer, and to guard againſt what would prevent it. With 
all perſeverance ; from day to day, and to the end of days. 
his is the armour of God; which, bein! put on by actual 
exerciſe, makes the Chriſtian proof a oppoſers: For, 
being armed cap-a-pie, from head to foot, how ſhould ſatan 
gain any aſcendency over him? To ſuch an one he may come, 
N 5 findeth nothing in him; no hypocriſy, unrighteouſneſs, 
— impatience, unbehef, or fear; no want of the word, no re- 
7 Afiraint of prayer, nor unwatchfulneſs. On the contrary, be- 
ing honeſt in all things, and living according to the rule of 
righteouſneſs ; uſing patience in ſuffering, and relying on 
the Lord for aſſiſtance; having a high hope of heaven, and 
the word of the Lord as a word ; and abounding in prayer, 
and guarding every avenue of the heart, he may defy all the _ 
powers of darkneſs, and in defpite of them finiſh his courſe | 
and keep the faith, 0 5 75 
I have finiſhed my courſe. The courſe, of a Chriſtian, is his by 
continuing to fight the good fight: And the continuance is | 
as neceſſary as the commencement ; for it is not{with the 
_ ſoldier who puts his armour on, as with him who puts it off, 
| in as much as the one has to do what the other has done. 
4 Now the length, of the chriſtian courſe, is the term of his 
future life ; as the promiſe, of a crown, is only to him who 
completely conquers. Nor will a leſs degree of faithfulneſs, 
in fighting, ſerve for the continuance of this courſe, than is 
for the commencement of it. The reaſon of it ariſeth from 
the nature of the foes, with whom he has to fight; none of 
which will die prior to his death: For his ſoul and body, 
the world and the devil will continue till the time of his 
departure. And as being conquered, by all or any of theſe 
enemies, will deprive him of his armour and ration for 


the paradiſe of God; ſo if he 7 not faithful, in Sghting, till | 
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he has Snilhed Bis courſe, he can neither be finally fared, ner 
receive a crown of reward. — The Ckrifian ſollier, thin: 
mult not only keep his armour on, but alſo continue to uſ?2 
it; and, like racers, who reſolve to win the prizz, mult 
never tura back, never go out of the way, never avate his 
ſpeed, but run, with the ponent degree of ſwiftneſs, to tre 


end ; that with confidence he may ſay, when he dies, I have 
ſiniſhed my chriſtian courſe. 


thereof; not only all that ought to be believed, but more 


there is no ſalvation, for ſinners, but by Jeſus Chriſt; that 
faith, in him, is the ordinary mean of finding tt ; and that 
the ends, to be anſwered by it, are glorifying the Lord, do- 
ing good to men, and being ſaved and rewarded hereaſter. 
Now St. Paul, as is maniteſt from liis practice, preaching, 

and writing, kept all theſe and whatever elſe, it was his duty 


To ao, pure in themſelves, and undefiled by other e 5 


and therefore could allert, witn the greateſt ſincerity, th 
le bad kept the faith. 5 


II. 16 all now take notice : of the ſecond part 1 the ſub- 


Ject. Hencefortt, Y there is laid up for me a crown of right.9 2325 . 


quhich ime Lord, the righteors ud ge, fall give me at that day; , 
and not io me only, but undo all them alſo, that love his apprar- 
irg. With what propriety- does this follow the preceding 
particulars! He bad fought the good fight, finiſhed Eis courſe, 


and kept the faith; and, as a .conl :« quence, with confidence 


icretels Bis future f fate. 

i Henceforth ; from the time he had finiſhed his courſe, Fe 
"Crofdered kinſaf as entitled to a crewn, In which is im- 
plied the aſſurance of His ſuture and final ſalvation, and of 

fletng rewarded according to his works, There is laid up, 
l prepared, eppointed, end kept in ſafe cuſtody ſor me, not 
tych a corruptible « crown as the victerious fighters and racers, 
in the Grecian games, were entitled to, but a crecun of righ- 
beach, vn „Eh and heavenly reward for my rizhtzous 


/ Works; 4riich the Lord, the rig 4 eons Judge, whoſe ſoldier I. 


am, under whole banner I have fought, and who judg eth 
= rigbteouſi in proportioning rewards to works, euil/ give me, 
for wlat 1] have done and ſuffered for his ſake, at that day in 

Eich he will jud ge the world, and in which, by the raiſing 


. 2nd re-uniting af my body to my ſoul, I ſhall be rendered 


Caja ble of receiving 2 reward of a foiriual and immortal 


I ave hept the fuith, By the ſaith is s intended the doctrine 


eipecially the fundamentals of chriſtianity; in particular that 


[65 1 
nature; for then the Judge will ſay. We if done, goad and 
faithful ſervant; enter thou into the Joy of thy Lord.” 

And not to me only „ but unto all them alſo that love bin 72 
Bid ring. St. Paul, notwithſtanding his ſuper-excellence, in 
doing and ſutfering the will of God, g2nrou!l * conteſleth 
bis faith, in the future rewards of his fellows, in the glorious 
exuſe of chriſtianity. And the mark or character, by which. 


he deſeribes them, is ſo far above the imitation of all, who 


are not of that order, that it can hardly be counterfeited : It 
1s, as he tells us, to love the Lord's apyearing, as judge an! 
r-warder of men. But, who can do ſo without a proper pre- 
paration for it? W icheut that the = of Chriſt's com- 


ing, muſt be extremely diſagreeable. A ſoul, conſcious of 
fin and apprenenive of ſuttering for it, je not love the laſt. 


day; it is of all things what it moſt dreads, and would kee 
at the greateſt diſtance. Hence then, thous zh ſenſeleſs ſinners. 
gare to die, and conſequently come to judgment; at is their 


blindneſs which makes them fo bold: Yea, though ſome 


ſenſible ſinners, like Judas, die by their own hand, it is 


their degree of diſtreſs, and not Ly e to Chriſt, which | is the 


cauſe of it. His criterion, then, 1s of the certain kind ; for 
who, but one who has fought the good fight, finiſhed his 
courſe, and kept the faith, can love the perſon and appearin 

of his judge, the time, the place, the manner, 22d the hah. 
of his judgment? And who, that is thus, can do leſs than 
love them? He finds ſo much ſwestneſs and fatisfaftion in 


his love aad likeneſs, ſo full a hope of heaven, and fo great 
a conſidence, from the tetimony of his conicirnce, of being 


r-warded according to his works, as makes him love and long 
for the coming of Chriſt, that he may receive a crown of 
righteouſneſs. | 
I hall conclude with a wind af vſe;. : 
Now 1a this prologue, to St. Paul's paſſing out of the 5 
world, we have the model of a complete chriſtian. For, 


though lie ſays nothing, of the redemption and falvation of 
Ch it, vet his chrittian conduct ſoppoſes them: As, if he 


bad not been redeemed with price, and ſaved by power, he 


could not have conquered and obtained a crown. Nor was 
it proper to mention what Chriſt had done for him, when he 
Was $0: nz to give up his accounts, in as much as his own 


works only could give him a right to a reward. And what 
St. Paul Waths with reſpect to chriſtianity „every one ſhould 
Le, capable of keeping the commandments of God, and oft 
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acquiring a crown. None can fight without armour ; and 
armour iſſues from a holy heart. Now all, who have not 
theſe, have a ſinful ſoul, the armour of ' ſatan, fight a bad 
fight, run a wrong race, keep unbchef, love not the Lord's 
coming, and are entitled to a crown of contempt. This is 


the condition of all the unholy, and is the moſt calamitous 


that can be conceived, being fraught with every evil, both 
in poſſeſſion and reverſion. But he who has all graces in a 
divine diſpoſition, has a keaven in his heart, and a taſte of 


eternal glory; by which he knows that God is his father, 


Chriſt his ſaviour, and the Holy Ghoſt his ſanctifier; that he 


has a right to, and a preparation for heaven ; and that, dying 


zin his preſent condition, he is ſure of s with the Lord 


in glory everlaſting, this being an earneſt of it. This then 


is the ground of the graces, whereby men may fight the 


\ 


bs ® - 


Which, in fighting, are uſed according to the plea 
poſſeſſors of them. | „ | 


\ But who can ſay that his ſonl is, as it ought to be? That 


good fight : And the graces are thoſe excellent xn gorges 
ure of the 


the whole diſpoſition of it is good, and that he is as willing 


to leave the world as to live in it? This, indeed, by many, 


one, whether in whole or part, 


| But 
w ſerve the Lord in? And is he not to be ſerved in holineſs 


1s A rg to be an attainment ſufficient for the longeſt hte. 
uch know little of the deſign of life; for is it not lent 


and righteouſneſs? But who can do fo without a pure prin- 
ciple ? None. With what propriety then can an impious 
bh pleaded for as what muſt 


run parallel with life? The inconſiſtency of ſuch a ſuppoſi- 


tion, with the deſign of life, is apparent, inaſmuch as it de- 
feats, ſo far as it prevails, the purpoſe of it. Let none then 
ſuppoſe that life, which is a time of probation for eternity, 


1s properly employed but in ſerving the Lord, that being the 


N 296 end of it: Confequently the qualification, in order 
to 


_ unavoidable inability, cannot be done, and unpuniſhable ſin, 
as the effect, will be neceſſarily committed, it being wrong 


wer that end, ſhould commence prior to the end to de 
by it. If it does not, that ſervice, by reaſon of 


to puniſh for impoſſibilities. Nor do any periſh, who die 


themſelves to evil purpoſes. 
of principle and practice, is exceedingly common; yet as fin, 


prior to perſonal fin, If then grace be early enough given 
to preſerve them from periſhing ; it is given ſoon enough to 
prevent the living, if they ri Nely uſe it, from proftitutin 
nd although corruption, bot 


in the ſcriptures, is conſidered as an inexcuſable thing, the 
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non- neceſſity of it 1s ſuppoſed. Ihe cor rraption then, ſo com- 


mon, is the conſequence of committing fla without neceflity 
aad therefore man, being tae author of his own evils, is 


juſtly condemned to dwell where the worm dieth not, and 


where the fire is not quenched. Yet where fin and corrup- 
tion are, on becoming conſcious of them, the neceſſity of be- 


ing ſaved, by Chriit, will be ſeen; and by depending on his 


Merit, and carne {ily contending for the benetits of it, par- 


don, purity, and power will he received, which will qualify 
to fight the good ſight. But, ſinners, while you are out of 


this condition, how great is your evil and danger! Alas! fo. 


ſinful is your ſoul, that you cannot fight, while you follow 
its evil inelination, againſt your focs, the world, the fleſh, 
and the devil, but againſt your friends, the Lord, yourlclves, 


and others. And you run, by every ſtep you take, in this 


way, towards endleſs ruin. And whoſe faith, as offenders, 


do you keep, but Satan's? Diſobedience to God is his doc- 
trine; A ad this you faithfully obey : You-do his will on 


earth as it is done in hell. And if you conclud2 as you have 
lung continued; ah, what will Follow? why, the Lord, the 


righteous judge, whom you otfend,. but do not fear, will. 
give you a crowo, the curſe of unrighteoufneſs, for ſerving 


Latan, in flames ſulphureous for. ever. How great then 1s 


Your danger! Alas! every mome af, WHCURCF you wake or. 
lleep, You are on the brink of endleſs burnings.. Ah, what 
a fituation |! How taſecure ! What then will you do ? Con- 

tiaue there, till the Lord fays, go ye cutſed? What vill 


vou not fear hell, before you cel it? What pity! who can 


{allciently lament Fours caſe? © that you were wiſe! hat. 
Vou would conſider the ene of lite, the nearneſs of 


death, and the bk * eternity ! Oren your eyes, and ſee 
all that concerns you. O fee your danger, and flee from it! 


Mate haſte !. Delays are dangerous! It may be now, or never. 


Ref not then till your ſoul is ſaved from fin, and ready to 
foht, run, and keep the faith, that you may love the Lord's 


a; PPEAring, and obtain a crown. - And let the chriſtian, for 
it nearly concerns him, be mindful cf his condut. To this 


paper, remember your pattern, St. Paul z and, as he fol- 


ed Chriſt, ſo follow him. Remember too, as a matter 
oi great moment, your zgency, fignified by the word I. 
Jour principle is free, that your practice may be ſo; and 
therefore as you, by your arbitrating agency, uſe your powers, 
You. will un, run, and keep the faith, or not. It lies at 
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for yourſel 
ſervant Paul, when they are leaving life, that they as men, 
or miniſters, or both have faithfully fought, run, and kept 
the faith! Small is the number of thoſe, who thus, in a 
voluntary way, a& their part in life. Many will not be at 
the pains to judge iruly, chooſe wiſely, and act faithfully in 
what concerns thy ſervice, their own ſalvation, and that of 
others: and therefore Judge, chooſe, and act as animals and 
„ an! ſpiritually evil way, and 


devils, in a ſinfully ſenſua | 
die, in conſequence, condemned to be damned. And fome, 
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your own 6ption to do or leave them undone. None can do 
them for you. None but yourſelf can prevent their being 
done: So you make or mar yourſelf. Keep it therefore conti- 


nually in mind, that you ſtand or fall as you freely do well or 
ill. By a right uſe of your agency, then, put on your ar- 


mour; call into action, in all times of duty and danger, 
your graces, that you may ſtand in the evil day, and having 
done all that you ſhould do, may ſtand as conquerors, 


and obtain a crown. Judge then truly, prefer ſpiritual to 


temporal things, and make the beſt uſe of both. Govern 

| well your affections, and let both kinds have their due. Guard 
_ alſo your tempers, appetites, and ſenſes, that your ſoul may not 
be enſnared by them. Beware of men, whether friends or 
foes, and be not, through them, moved from your ſtedfaſtneſs. 
Nor forget that you are ſurrounded by ſubtle unſeen enemies; 
to the defeating of which be ſincere, righteous, 3 have 

„ abound in 

prayer, and be watchful.— Remember too the time of their 
continuance: Leſs than the whole of future life will not ſuf- 

fee. Prevent then the fin, the ſhame, the curſe of beginning 
In the ſpirit, and ending in the fleſh; of being a young ſaint, 
and an old finner. Do not out live your religion ; make it 
laſt your life, leſt the apoltate's portion, the blackneſs of 
_ darkneſs, or double damnation be your's.— Keep the faith ; 
maintain the truths of the goſpel ; hold Chriſt as your re- 


ſaith and hope in God, uſe the word as a ſwor 


deemer, juſtifier, ſanctifier, aſſiſter, and glorifier. Contend 


for faith in him, and diligently uſe he means, of grace, as the 
way to obtain his ſalvation. Maintain too the right uſe of 


ſalvation; e the Lord, do good to men, and procure 
a crown of righteouſneſss. 5 
Gracious Lord, how few can ſay, with the ſincerity of thy 


who have thus fought, &c. fearing, through miſtake, that 
they ſhould rob thee of thy right, have been afraid to own 
it. But thy ſervant Paul was not more faithful than free to 
confeſs it, having got learnt of thee, from whom he re- 
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Provement; and, 3. their final felicity. 
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ceived the ſaving truth, that thou canſt be robbed by a 


right uſe of thy graces and gifts, which thou imparteſt to 
repare nien to praife thee, and commandeſt them to abound 


in the uſe of, to anſwer that end. But how long, O Lord, 


will men fail to be faithful ? Till thy word 1s well under- 


| ſtood, and thy fervants deny themſelves of whatever would 
prevent their progreſs, in purity, of principle and practice, 


and give all diligence, in the full uſe of all they have, in thy 
ways, to grow 1n grace, to bring forth much fruit in being 


ambitious to pleaſe thee, profit others, and prepare themſelves 


for a crown, that continueth for ever. Mighty Lord, to 


facilitate theſe things, inſtruct thy creatures in, and excite 
them to this excellent practice, that careleflneſs may not 
bring a curſe upon them, but that all may urge their way, 


inwardly and outwardly, with a full exertion, of all their 
mental and animal powers, to the end of life, that a crown, of 
glory, may be the bleſſed conſequence, N 


e 


PHILIPPIANS, Chap. ii. Ver. 12, 1 


Mort out your oaun ſalvati m with fear and trembling. For it is 


. God which wwirketh in you both to will and to do, of his own 
god pleaſure. 


| T HIS text affords three particulars The ſirſt of which 


is ſalvation; the ſecond, the reaſon for working it out; 


and the third, how it muſt be done. 


Now, it is certain, the Philippians were in a ſtate of ſal- 


vation prior to the time Paul wrote this epiſtle. Hence he 


ſtiles them ſaints in Chriſt Fe/us. But as ſalvation is pro- 


greſſive and perpetual, the poſſeſſion of one part of it, did 
not render the other part unneceſſary. The part then, to be 


wrought out, may imply the following particulars : 1. The 
preſervation of themſelves from fin ; 2. their ſpiritual im- 
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Now the firſt of theſe is clearly taught in the context: 


be blameliys and harmleſs, the ſons of GMod, in the midſt of a 


cofed aud ferverſt natiin, aming Wim ye [hine as liehts in 
2 3 * 


the aborld. The being blameleſs and hacwleſs, in point of. | 


practice, as a preſervative from apoſiacy, is abſolutely neceſ- 
| fary to anſwer that purpoſe: For what but a practice cor- 
- reſponding, in all the particulars. of it, with the command- 
ments of God, can preferve men from deſerving blame, and 
from being hurtful to others and themſelves? Other methods,. 
in this ca e, ot anſu criag theſe excellent ends, there is none. 
This then is one ſort of ſalvation to be wronght out. —Ano- 
ther ſeems to be lignified by, Let us thirefore, as many as are 


J perfect, be thus minded. "ie apoſtle, after recounting his 


cue only on that which is to cone, that we may, by making 


4 


© pedigree, privileges, and practice as a'Jew, and fhewing their: 


inſufficiency to ſave hin,; and having renzunced them all for 
the excellency of the knowicage of Chuiſ Jer us, 2nd obtained 
the righteouſneſs of God which is by faith, and fxed a firm 
reſolution to follow on to a fuller attainment adviſed others, 
in the ſame circumitarces, to form a ſimilar reſolution: As 


it he had ſaid, we, who are far advanced in the divine life, 
and perfectly prepared to proceed for more; Jet us, like 


racers, forget the ground we have already run, and have our 


a ſufficient proficiency in grace and good works, be prepared . 
for the Prize of our high calling of God in Chriſt jeſus, — 
A farther thing 2, ſigniſied by ſal; ation, 15 the r. ſur redtion of 


the dead, "The general ſenſe of which is, that glorious re- 
ſurrection which all, who die in the 8 and image of 
God, will witneſs in having their bodies faſhioned like the 
glorious bo dy of Chriſt in brightnels, beauty, and immor- 


tality, and in being reunited in foul and body, gloritied, 

and rewarded according to their works. The particular 
ſenſe is, the teſurrection of the m artyrs and the moit eminent; 
"ſaints. This, it is preſumed, will precede the general re- 
ſurtection of che juſt. And St. Faul, having abundance of. 
laudable ambition, reſolved to rank with them, if doing and 


ſuffering che will of God, ia the 8 degree he was ca- 
he Jays, 17 Ly any 
rans I may at'ain to the r:furrectrs » of the dead. Theſe then 


_ Fable of, would entitle him to it 


are the ſeveral parts of the ſalvation, which were neccffary 
for the Philippians to work out. 


II. 1 hall now ſhew why ſalvation mut 1 wrought out. 
And tlie reafon 5 by the Apoſtle is, Fer it 55 C: I., ab 


Do all thi eangs wwithyut MUuFIUTINgS 4 ard © 1ſputings 1 hat Je may, - 
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working is generally expreſſed by the word ep; Which 
means no more than that he gives men grace to act, an 
energy to their actions. Agreeably to which, the apoſtle 


works in us, we muſt work. -A farther reaſon, for the ſame 
thing is, that neither paſt nor preſent ſalvation is ſuſſicient; 
that, if they do not preſerve themſelves from ſin, grow in 

Wo 2 and be faithful unto death, they cannot be finally 
1a 


added to what is already obtained, it will not only be ren- 
dered abortive, but greater puniſhment will be the portion 


Which is the third thing to be taken notice of | 


4-3 


aworketh in you both to will and to do. As if he had ſaid, for 
as much as the Almighty is fo mindful of, ſo condeſcending _ 


and kind to, as to contribute all, that he conſiſtently can, 
to ſave you, let your part be as well performed; loſe not, 


through lazineſs, or the want of that labour which is neceſ- 


ſary to ſecure it, ſo important a prize as the ſalvation of 


your ſoul. —But what is implied in his working in us? Is it 


to be underſtood of the principle, of grace, wrought in the? 
heart, which implies both a will and a power to work? Or 


does it mean his preſent immediate working, to will and do? 
The original words, 2 dee and ro evepyty, do not clearly 
determine this, becauſe, with latitude of interpretation, they 
may be underſtood of either. The analogy of faith, then, 
muſt be the clue to guide us through this maze. And if the 
principle, of grace, be formed to furniſh man with a power 


to will and to work out his ſalvation, the preſent working is 
ſo far ſuperfluous. On the contrary, if the preſeat working 
| be the cauſe of all our willing and dom 4 the uſe of the in- 


ward principle is thereby ſuperceded. And if “ the Lord, 


las one ſays) breathe into us every good deſire, and bring 


every good defire to good effect,“ man's part, in working 
out his own falvation, is alſo rendered unneceſſary. But that 


is impoſſible, becauſe it would make the apoſtle contradict. 
his own doctrine. It muſt, then, mean fuch a working as 


conſiſts with man's working. And the ſenſe ſeems to be, 
that the principle of grace, which God worketh in man, ia 


the ra cauſe of his willing and doing, and that the 


Lord alſo aſſiſts him by his operation, without or with means, 
as his caſe requires, and as ſeemeth good to himſelf. It ie 
God that worketh, wepyey, gives energy to. And his ſpiritual | 


ſays, work aut your own ſalvations« Thus, becauſe the Lord 


ved, Yea, fo neceſſary ts future ſalvation, that if it be not 


of its poſſeſſor. Let us then inquire how this is to be done. 
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17 
III. Now this, the apoſtle ſays, is to be with fear and 
irembling. But firit, let us obſerve what it is to work. Kzre- 
eyx% ol, rendered wrk ont, properly ſignifies, 79 procure by 


labor and pains. To which purpoſe, in working out ſalva- 


tion, man muſt coneur with his Maker in willing and doing, 


u hatever is neceſſary, to anſwer that excellent end. In par- 


ticular he muſt guard, witz the greateſt diligence, againſt 
all that would courtcraft his inward principle, prevent the 
divine influence, wound his conſcience, and bring blame 
upon his conduct. Nothing leſs than a ſcrupulous exactneſs, 


in diſcharging his duty to Gol, himſelf, and others, can pre- 
vent theſe evils, and continue himi in his preſent condition.— 


And what can promote the proſperity of his ſoul, and bring 
it to that pitch, of purity, ſo neceſſary for its pr. ſent and fu- 
ture well-being, but imitating the apoſtle in frpe!tivg the 
things which are behigd, and reaching forth unto thiſe things 


which are before ® Whatever then his preſent attainments are, 
2 they be not proportioned to his neceſſities, they are not to 
be reſted in as ſuſicient. And if not uſed, in the higheſt de- 
Lleſlings, 
and in the uſe of all means, calculated to promote the inward 


gree, in popes applications to God for ſpiritual 
e 


Principle of grace, that end will either never be anſwered, or 
not ſo ſoon as it ſhould be. That then the indiſpenſibly ne- 
ceſſary duty, of growing in grace, may be done, the mind 


muſt continually ad vert to God as a preſervative from unpro- 
fitable employments, and as a preparative for profitable ones. 
And to render itſelf and all it does acceptable to bim, it muſt, 
in every- thing, intend and endeavour to pleaſe tim. This 


will give it confidence, through Chrift, in-aſcing thoſe things 


which will more fully conform it, in the divineneſs of its 


diſpoſition to the Lord; and confidence will increaſe its acceſs. 
to God, and bring it into ſech nearneſs and fellowſhip with, 
as will make prayer a ſenſible, divine, and ardent addreſs unto 


bim. And what can prevent the ſucceſs, of ſuch a ſupplica- 
tion, if continued in? Surely, while the heart is thus kept 


up to and confers with God, he will ſave it from its remain- 
ing ſinfulneſs, and work into its conſtitution a fulneſs of the 
divine nature. And this is not only the never tailing effect, 
of a right exerciſe cf mind, but all, who thus pre tavard 


the mark, for the prize of the high calling of God in Chriſt 


Jeſus, are pre/ertly prepared for it, —And when prepared; in 


order to poſteſs it, the laſt part of ſalvation mutt be wrought 
out, And the mett od, the moit conducive to this, is to be 
faithful unta drath. Now faithfulneſs ſuppoſes that ſomething 


4 


| | 4s committed to cur care, for which we are accountable. This 
is life and what belongs to it, both temporal and f. piritual. 
Faithfulneſs, then, has e to time and talents, as they / 


} ret;r to God, ovrſelves, others, and eternity, Time mult \ 
1 be uſed to the purpoſe. of plealing God, profiting our ſouls, | 
{ Advancing the well-being of others, and inc realing our crown * 


of rejoicing. Talents "of every kind, as grace, wiſdom, 
riches, authority, &c. muſt alſo be employed, in the moſt 
perfect manner, to anſwer the ſame excellent ends. And this 
method begun, continued, and ended in will infallably, at ; 
the hour of death, bring the ſoul to the celeſtial city, and the 
body, at the laſt day, to the ſame glorious place, to be em- 
bodied with the bleſt, to baſk in the beams of dixine owl 
. and io ſing hallelu Jahs to God and the Lamb for ever. 
| Let us now obſerve working with fear and treml livg 
wt Coty xz: rg: Her, fear and trembling, ſhew the dithculty of 
159 the work, and the danger of not doing it. Neither is this, 
| without cauſe, for the work is great, the time is uncertain, \ 
hindrances are many, the prize 13 eternal life, and the loſs of 
Fe it everlaſting Gent. The greatneſs of the work conſiſts in a 
(x continuanc in well-doing, in gaining all the image of Chriſt, 
1 And in abiding, in both, till time be loſt in eternity. And 
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4 what is life? Alas! tow ſhort, and uncertain! A moment 
1 may be its future bound. And how mach depends on the 
| right. or wrong uſe of this uncertain ſpace? A boundleſs 
octan of bliſs, or burnings without eaſe and end, will be the 
portion of all, as the lat fired of time is well or ill 1 ent. 
Standing then as on an iſchmus, a narrow neck of land, betwix | 
lite and death, time and gernitz, heaven and tell ; 1 great- 
eſt care, and the moſt ardous 1: bour, ſhould be accompanied 3 
wich fear and trembling. And b:cauſe man's mind is cloath-- 
ed with a body of fic! th and blood, although there is a con- 
ſilency betwixt them, yet the care and labour, neceſſary for 
the weil-being of the body, endanger the 1 and purity 
of the ſoul. And notw ihilanding! that animal love, fear, 
hope, Joy, IOTIOW, &c. confiſt with the ſame 1. rt of ſpiritual 
allections; it is difficult ſo to order them as that neither ſhall 
err and 1njure the other, The various worldly objects alſo, 
which Aike upon the ſenſes, tend to form ideas and a diſ- | 
Polen agreeable to their nature; which, by how much they | 
are done, renders ſalvation difficult to be wroughr out. Spi- 
rits too, ef a malignant nature, militate againſt the falva- 
tioa of the ſoul; and, conſequently, throw weight into the || 
dcale of di ficulty and danger, And the coni\utution of man, 1 
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a8 a free-agent, is ſufficient, without great care, to diſcon- 
cert the order of God's 2 and to prevent ſalvation. 
3 


If then man may fall (elf-tempted, and if many other things 
tend to turn the ſcale the wrong way; his danger is ſuch as 


requires his greateſt diligence to eſcape. With what pro= _ 
N does the Apoltl: ſay, work out your forth | 


with fear and trembling! As if he had faid, your ſalvation 


is of more value than many worlds; but it depends on yvour- 


ſelves, for you muſt work it out. And becauſe it is difficult 
to do, your danger is great. However, as it is poſſible to 
be done, apply to it; and work with that 'care which will 


make you fear a miſcarriage ; yea, be ſo concerned for it, as 


to tremble for fear of a failure. And, to increaſe your care 
and concern, confider how much the Lord is concerned 
for you, when he works in you both to will and to do. 
Take example from him, who thus intereſts himſelf in your 


advantage. And becauſe he works, work ye alſo; work 


diligently, carefully, and with fear and trembling. So 


ſhall you be preſerved from evil, grow in the loving like- 
neſs of the Lord, and riſe to a glorious reward in the world 


to come. 3 VV 
1 ſhall now make a little uſe of this doctrine. But, who 
is capable of working out his future ſalvation? None can, 
who have not a preſent ſalvation. And who, with propriety, 
can be called the ſons of God, as the Philippians were ? 
This character is incompatible with the condition of ſinners; 
for a ſinner is the reverſe of a faint, and is a child of Satan. 
A faint is ſaved from the practice, the guilt, and the power 

of ſin ; has a witneſs of his acceptance and ſonſhip ; the love 


of God is ſhed abroad in his heart, and the ſpirit of God | 
bears witneſs with his ſpirit, that he is a child of God ; and, 


as a conſequence, he has a 8 6 to, and an earneſt of heaven, 
and rejoices in hope of it. ſe | 
not, you are either no chriſtians, or but nominal ones. And, 
Nif fo, how great is your danger! For if ſaints have need to 
work with fear and trembhng, what ſhould finners do! 


of the bleſſed ftate of. a ſaint, or you will never be able to 
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ave you then theſe things? If 


„Alas, ſuch are in circumſtances too dreadful to be ſeen with- 
/ out horror, fear, and trembling! Make ſure then, ſinner, 


work out your future falvation. And the end of that will be 
the worm that never dies, and the fire that cannot be quench= 
| ed! But are you capable of it? Have you a conviction of 
your condition? Do you know the neceſſity of beihg ſaved 
from your fins ? Of repenting, being pardoned; and purified ? 


= . . — 4 
n. 


how vain are the pleaſures of the world; how tri | 
fits, and that there is nothing good for a man, under the ſup, 
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Alas! if you cannot ſay that you ate a condemned, heil de- 
ſerving ſinner, you have out-lived your light, and do not 
diſcern your danger. In which caſe, ſalvation, from ſin and 
hell, makes no part of your care: Your ſoul is neglected. 


e 
to yo dit as 


ther know why, nor for what. 


a chriſtian, you join in the public duties of religion; but when 
you neglect them, the ſtate of your ſoul is the ſame; So you 


neither gain nor loſe thereby. Awake then, ſinner, and ſee 
your danger. O ſee how: you have flept on the brink of 


endleſs burnings ! And if you had died fo, where would you 


have opened your eyes? Alas! hell had been your habitation. 


There you had found yourſelf. amidft many plagues, and 
without any proſpe& of raps But you are yet alive. 


The Lord's long- ſuffering has preſerved you from perdition. 


Will you not then flee from the wrath to come? Why ſhould: 
careleſneſs, or company, or. covetouſneſs, or the love of 
pleaſure, or any other thing keep you from what you will, 
ane day, with had been done? For when afflictions fall upon 
you, or death looks yon in the face, or the judgment is 
drawing near, what will theſe Pry. do for you? Miſerable 


comforters you will find them, for they will all flee. from you. 


And if the Lord be your enemy alſo, which he ſurely will, 
if you negle& to ſeek and ferve him, where will you-find a 
| | friend?' Alas! when the world is gone, none will envy or: - 
paity, but all will blame you, Conſider then the ſhortneſs 


and uncertainty of life, refle& ,upon what is = and ſee; 
wg 


but that he acquaint himſelf with God, get into a ſtate of 


| acceptance with him, and work out his future falyation. 


This is that for which a ſinner ſhould live and die, that he 


: may find the good fruit of it for ever. Gain then this point: 


of knowledge, and all the good things, you will thereby ſea 


the want of, may follow. But, if you ſuffer not wiſdom to 


-' — your heart, inſtead: of finding acceptance with God, 
and working out your ſalvation, you will be rejected of him, 
and work out, by wickedneſs, your damnation. The thought 
of which, it being the greateſt of evils, ſhould make you fear 
| and tremble. With chis the moſt calamitous condition, in- 
ceident to life, is as nothing. Vea, a million of lives made 
up of miſeries, would be nat to nothing compared to eternal 
torments, For what then =" any. neglect the beginning 


J : 2 
* Be PY 
a „ * 0 3 N 


its pro- 


Fas] 


extreme madneſs would it argue! 


But I will ſuppoſe ſome are willing to have a preſent, that | 
they may work out their future ſalvation. Yet how do you 


hope to be ſo highly favoured ? What method will you take 
to know you are accepted of God through his Son, and that 


your name is written in the lamb's book of life? Your need 
of them is evidenced by your own experience; for you ſee 
ond feel that, without them, you can neither be ſafe nor 


happy. And whence is it that you ſo ſee and feel? Is it not 
from God's awakening, your ſleepy ſoul, by the mighty 
working of his Spirit, word, and providence ? But, will he 
: gee what you want without working? An important queſtion. 
He ſays; work for the meat which periſheth not. And what 
is repentance, faith, prayer, and the uſe of all the means of 
grace but working? Will you not work then? What! have 
your fins rendered his ſalvation neceſſary, and will you not 
work it out? That would be to add idleneſs to evil, unbelief 


to ſin, and increaſe the cauſe of your condemnation, Alas! 


is it ſo that you requite the Saviour for dying for your ſins ? 


How muſt he thereby ſee of the travail of his ſoul and be 


ſatisfied ? All the ſatisfaction which he can receive, will be 


T0oð puniſh. you for neglecting his ſalvation. But he has no 
pPlwKwbaſure in the death of a finner. Work then, for it is for 
__ _ the life of your ſoul. And be ſure that nothing, but the 
want of . can make you fail of finding it. It would 


be to give the Lord the lie, to ſuppoſe that ſincere ſeekers 


do not find. The only reaſon, then, why ſome are not ſaved 
is, becauſe they do not ſeek ſalvation in the manner pre- 
i ſcribed, This witneſs is true, inaſmuch as he ſays, every 


one that ſecketh, find:th'; which muſt mean every one, who 


ſeeketh aright. And whoever will not, deſerves double de- 


ſtruction. However it is your higheſt wiſdom to ſeek, till 
of ſinners you become ſaints, and can ſay, from ſenſible ex- 

perience, that your ſoul is ſaved from the guilt and 3 
of fin. Then only will you be able to work out your 


yet abſolutely ſo. For what can it ſignify to be ſaved in part, 


if not perfectly. The. apoſtle was ſo ſenſible of this, that, 
Inotwithſtanding their being ſaved in the firſt ſenſe, their 
danger was ſtill ſo great as to render working with fear and 
trembling neceſſary. And that this was the effect of neceſ= | 

ſity, mult be belieyed, or St. Paub erred in judgment, and 


\ Lmpoſed rigid rules, when eaſy ones would have anſwered the 


of ſo great a ſalvation? What amazing ſtupidity, yea, what 
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fame end. But this is an impeachment inconſiſtent with an 
apoſtle's character. And moreover, what he preſcribed to 
others, he praiſed himſelf ; for, he ſays, forgetting tho/e 
' things which are behind, and reaching forth unto thiſe which 


are before, I preſs toward the mark," &C._ Now. both theſe 


are confirmed by a contrary character; fr many ſo walk 
as to be the enemies of the criſs of | Chriſt : whoſe end ts 
_ aefirudtion SW) | 4 \£ 


Nor is it poſſible to aſſign a ſufficient reaſon why any be- 
hever falls into fin, or does not grow in grace, or 1s not 


faithful to the end, but what is to be reſolved into his own 
re niſneſs or wilfulnefs. Vea, every degree of inward de- 
miniſhing, whether of the witneſs or fruit of the ſpirit, is the 
effect of man's own folly ; for whatever is received may be 
retained. And it is ao equally certain, that every neceſſary / 
, thing may be received. What other purpoſe can the pro- 
. miſes, of God, anſwer than to encourage man to contend for 
the things promiſed ? And if what is promiſed be neceſſary, 
for the 0 
That then, which keeps many in. a poor, low, lifeleſs con- 
dition of ſoul, is their inactivity or idleneſs. They will not 
work with that degree of diligence, in ſeeking ſalvation, 
which they ſhould do. Or, if ſome do, it is only by fits } | 
and ſtarts, and ſo is not effectual. Others, perhaps, do it 
cConſtantly for a eonſiderable time; but not continuing, their 
activity, till all ſpiritual evil is deſtroyed, they fail of find- | 
ing all the fulneſs of God. Whoever then would be brought 
into a perfectly right, rich, glorious, holy, happy, and hope- + } 
ful ſtate, muſt work, in the moſt laborious, careful, and 
conſtant manner they can, till it be thus with them. 
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ent time, it cannot be withheld, if rightly ſought. 
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And when it is ſo, the whole of ſalvation is not ſecured ; 


for, prior to that, there muſt be perſeverance to the end. 
Nor is it fo eaſy as ſuch a ftate of mind would indicate, in- 
. aſmuch as the animal man, notwithſtanding its natural in- 
nocence, is the cauſe of continual danger, and conſequently 2? 
_ renders care and labour abſolutely neceſſary. All the animal 
ſenſes, appetites,” affections, &c. remain, in full force, after 
the entire ſanctification of the ſoul. And are not theſe the 
- eomrhon occaſions of ſin? But few ſins are ſo {ſpiritual as 
neither to receive their riſe, progreſs, nor completion from | 
them. Or if a few philoſophical men are more in danger, 
of ſinning, by an improper uſe of their ſouls than of their 
bodies; yet, it is nevertheleſs certain, the majority, of men, 
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are in much more danger from their bodies than their ſoul. 


And, it ſeems, St. Paul, in his own caſe, was apprehenſive 
of this; for, he ſays, I keep under my body, and bring it into 
ſubjefion. Paul was a man of much refinement of mind and 
manners, and, perhaps, as little inclined to ſeek ſublunary 

ſatisfactions as any, But, notwithſtanding, he was ſenſible 


of the influence, of earthly objects, on beings ſurrounded 


and ſupported by them. For which reaſon he reſolved that 


prudent care, in reſpect of himſelf, ſhould prevent all their 


evil effects. All indulgences, then, are dangerous, inaſmuch 


as they have a direct tendency to ſenſualize the ſoul, and 
indiſpoſe it from delighting in objects of a ſpiritual nature. 
| he effect, indeed, will not be ſo ſoon felt as in a more 


manifeſt way of offending; but yet all, who thus live after 
the fed, ſhall die. And what, but keeping the body in pro- 


per ſubjection, can prevent this? The greateſt degree of grace, 
| ae Four à good uſe of it, will not. 15 indeed grace deſtroyed | 


the ſenſes, &c. of the body, or if it acted of itſelf, or with- 


out man's agency, it might be ſo. But as it does not; the 


appetites, affections, &c. of 'the body, whoſe ſpring of mo- 


tion is in themſelves, and which act independantly of the 
| . ſoul, (except that dependance which flows from their general 
union) are the effects, of animal nature, under certain modi- 

fications. And while theſe modes remain, their effects will 
continde; that is, while the ſenſes, appetites, and affections 
| - of the body abide, there will be hungerings, thirſtings, and 


Nor he who, in all circuinſtances of life, whether prof- 
-perons, or adverſe, or medium, governs his body aright, 


neither abridging nor indulging it too much; orders his un- 
: de rſtanding, will, and ſpiritual affections in the _—_——_—— 
manner; lives in the beſt -difcharge of his duty to | 
all relations in life; and continues thefein to the end, ſe - 


| - cures, beyond a poſſibility of defeat, his final falvation. | 
And who, for his own ſafety, the honoar of God, and 
tte edification of others, would not thus work out his 
oon ſalvation? So let it be done by all, who are capable 


pf it, that all theſe excellent ends may be anſwered. 


How great is thy kindneſs, O Lord, in ating thy fer- 
Or good- i 


vants to ſave their ſouls! But ſuch is thy nature, 
neſs, that thou delighteſt to do them good, yea to prevent them 
with good things, that they may be incited'to, and aſſiſted 
zn working out their ſalvation. Yet thy wiſdom and juſtice 


prevent ſuch a proftitetion-of4by goodneſs, in the benofits f 


od and 


A. 
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| it, as not to ſuffer thee to ſave thoſe, who will not be ſtimu- 
1 lated, by thy working, to perform their part. Yea it is 
impoſſible for thee, without deſtroying their liberty, to pre- 
ſerve them, who have the management of their own powers 
of action, from ſinful practices, if they do not uſe them to that 
.purpoſe, by a ſenſible, deſigned, and conſtant exertion, in 
_refiiting evil and doing good. Neither canſt thou purify 
their inward. principle, if they do not concur with thee, in 


y ſeeking, receiving, retaining, and uſing thy bleſſing, inaſ- 
1 much as it their hearts are not kept up to thee, by their 
N free force, they wander off, forget thee, and contract 
* new, as well as retain old evils; for ſuch is the quality ofa 


eee whatever it freely converſeth with, it receivetli 
the nature of.—And were men poſſeſſed of perfect ie 
their free and faithful perſeverance could only be pectormed 
by themſelves, it being the right uſe of their time and talents, 
which none can do for them, or make them do. And when 
thou commandeſt men to work with that degree, of care and 
diligence, which makes them fear and tremble, leſt they ſhould: 
fail of effecting their ſalvation, how great is their danger, and 
how) much does it depend on themſelves to eſeape it! But 
who, O thou ſearcher of hearts, and obſerver of the ways of 
men, proportion their care and labour to the difficulty and 
danger attending, and the great importance of their ſalva- 
tion? Alas, thou knoweſt, but few do ſo; for the world 
abounds with thoſe who do not keep their hearts with all. di- 
ligence, nor uſe violence to overcome evil, to get, and to do 
good J. And thus, though thou workeſt in men, yet hecauſe 
they will not work, as their caſe requires, thy labour is loſt 
upon them, and their lazineſs brings them to 3 drop at 
.cold water, to cool them, in the fire that cannot be quench- 
ed. How ſore an evil! But it is their own, becauſe they 
chooſe it, by chooſing the way to it. | Gracious Lord, how 
eruel are mien. to themſelves by ſinning, and by neglecting 
ſalvation from it ! A double, and a deſtructive evil! And 
Ol what painful effects follow, to foul and body; for ever! 
Surely men, by making themſelves. thus miſerable; are 
tremely mad ! O that they would be wiſer! Would either not 
ſin, or work out their ſalvation from it, and be faithful unto 
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2 PETER, Chap. iii. Ver. 11. 


Seeing then that all theſe things ſhall be diſſlved, what manner _ 


V perfons otepht ” to be in all holy converſation and godlincſs p 


1 ETER firſt Wen bus ed bert fact, and then 


1 draws an inference from it. The fact is, that which 
mall be diffolyed; and the inference, what manner of perſons 
men ought to be in all holy converſation and godlineſs. 
| , The things, which ſpall be diſſolved, are ſpecified in the 
o 1 e > reg of the chapter, beginning at the firſt verſe.— 
Ver. 1. This / 

Soth which: I flir up your pare minds by way of remembrance, - A 


ſecond fuppoſes à firſt: Agreeably to which, Peter, prior to 


this, wrote an epiſtle to the ſame perſons and purpoſes. But 


being exceedingly concerned for their ſafety, he ſent thema 


* ſecond. In both which, he ſays, I ſtir up your pure minds 
by way of remembrance. | Things muſt be known before they 


dan be remembred. And, it is more than probable, they had 
been taught, the ſubſtance of theſe things, by the preaching of 


ſome of the ſtles. But, that they might neither forget, 
nor forfeit the benefit of them, he ſought, by repeated pre- 


cepts and impreſſions, to aſſiſt their memories, and to ſecure 
to them ſucceſs. Nur pure minds. This is the internal cha- 
| -raGter of a chriſtian, and imphes a preſent ſalvation, and ſup- 
poſes a paſt cauſe of it. They were freed: from the guilt and 


* 


Power ofiſin, nd prepared for the paradiſe of God : B 
8 the Pre 11 : heart;' for they Ha 7 


|! Bleſſed be the God, and Kather of our Lend Jglus Chrit, ws 


* 


according to kit abundant merqy, hath begattett us again'to a lively 


 beritance incoreuptible,. and undefiled,.aud. that fadeth not awa 
They were begotten again by being delivered from the ev 


their ſins and puritying their ſouls, was the immediate cauſe, 


. and the reſurredtian of Chriſt, who was delivered for their of- 


econd epiftle, beloved, I now wwrite unto youg in 


| feei Gad. The (cauſe of 
which he- points out imthe preceding epiſtle, chop. i. ver. 3, 4. 


3. 
Hs 
| of their old condition, andzby being brought into a new ſtate 
it of mind: Of which he abandant mercy of God, in pardoning | 


* _ 
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Chriſt's firſt coming and the end of the world. 
"reaſon of the clearneſs of the goſpel revelation, may, with 
great propriety, be called the beſt days. And yet, notwith- 
1 of ſinners, viz. ſcoffers, live in them. 
Now thef 
ons; treating the firſt as a fable, the ſecond as a fanciful 
affair, and the third as fooliſh for regarding them. MWalting 
after their oaun lufts ; regarding no rule, of judgment and prac- 
"ice, but their own vitiated defites, how contrary ſoever to the 
eommandments of God. And, not ſatisfied with ſcoffing at 
acred things, and rejecting the council of God, they queſtion 
his coming to judgment, faying, Where is the promiſe of je | 


[L 81 ] 
"Fences and raifed again for their juſtification, was the remote 
one. And hence, as an happy effect, they had a lively hope 
of an inheritance in. heav:n : For, being alive to God in 
themſelves, and their hope having everlaiting life for its ob- 
ject, it was ety vigorous, and active: And therefore 
they rejoiced in hope of the glory of God: This was the 
ſtate of thoſe to whom Peter wrote his epiſtles. A ſtate which 


all ſhould be in, it only being ſufficient to anſwer the good 
purpoſes of time and eternity. „ GR 3 


Ver. 2. That ye may be mind ful of the abordi which were 
ſpoken before by the holy prophets, and of the commandment of us 


"rhe apiſtles of the Lord and Saviour. The prophets and apoſtles 
agreed in foretelling the end of the world, the general judg- 


ment, and the great conflagration. Theſe he wiſhed them 
to be mindful of, as a ſerious conſideration of them tends to 
make the world look like itſelf, magnum nibil, a great nothing; 
and, conſequently, to diminiſh it in their eſteem, and induce 


them to give all diligence to be teady for the Lord's laſt 


coming. -. e 
Ver. 3. Knowing” this fist, that there ſhall come in the laft 
dayt, ſeoffers, walking after their #wn lufts, and ſaying, whe re 


it the promiſe of his toming ? For fince the fathers fell aſleep, all 


- 


bin gs continue as they were front the beginning of the creation. 


days, in ſeripture language, ſignify all the . 
T le, by 


e ridicule revelation, religion, and religious per- 


"coming How does it appear that he will come? What 


is there of it? On the contrary, they infinuate that he will 
not come; for, they een fathers fell aſleep, all things | 
Tonne af they were from th ith. 
the world has known no change, and therefore never will. 
But this is falſe in fact; for Peter proves that the world had | 
not cominued in the ſame condition, chat the earth, by | 
Wood, had ſuffered exceedingly, © But this, he fays, ver. 4. 5, 6. 


e begining af the creatian ; hitherto 


8 2 ; . n, 2 8. | 
| fate, of the vegitable world, at ide lab. days 
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they willingly are ignorant of, that by the word of God the Ben- 


wens au re of old, and the earth ftanding out of the water aud in 


the water, wher:by the warld,. that then was, being overfirued 
evith water, periſecd. What e than this, can be 


given, that all things, as ſcoffers affirm, had not continued 
in the ſame condition? But this is a leſſon which they are not 


willing to learn; for if they allow that the Lord once deſtroy- 
ed the world, for its wickedneſs, they cannot be confident 


that he will not do it again. Hence he charges them with 


being æuillingly, not neceflarily ignorant, that by the word of 


God, ſpoken to Noah of the coming of the flood,. and which 


Was exactly fulfilled, not the ſtarry, nor the planetary, but 
the aireal Heavens which were of. old, before the flood, aud the 


earth which was then ſanding out of the incloſed avaters, or 
abyſs in the bowels of the earth, and in the water, probably 


the ſea which covered a part of the exterior globe; (for there 
was a great extent of ſea before the flood, though, perhaps, 


not ſo much as ſince) whereby, through the waters of heaven and 


earth, uſed as an inſtrument, the w2rid that then was, all bang : 
things, eſpecially men, women, and children, ſave Noah 

and his fam ly, being overji.wed with water,. periſhed ; and 
by which the ſurface,. of the earth, was alſo much altered: 


therefore ſcoffers have no cayſe, to ſay, that all things con- 


tinue as they were from the creation. And thus, by that de- 
ſtructive flood, the Lord avenged himſelf ot thoſe, who had 
corrupted their way, and would not, like Noah, be perfect: 


in their generation, and walk with God. And from this: 


tremendous judgment of God, upon ſinners, the apoſtle infers- 


what will be in future time. 
* er. 7. But the heavens | | 
the ſame word are kept in ftore,, reſerved unto firs againſt the day. 


* 4 


of judgment and perdition of ungodly nen. Of things awful and 


. 
b . 


* 


momentous, to the ſons and daughters of men, we have here 


a prediction of the greateſt, The heawens and the earth aubich 


are now ; the preſent ſyſtem of ſublunary things, which. have 
fubſiſted from the flood, and will ſubſiſt to, the end of time, 
| are reſerved unto fre. The Lord, in puniſhing the antedilu- 
vians with a flood, did not intend to put a period to the na- 
tural ftate of the earth; and therefore, though it ſuffered in 
its ſurface, &c. it retained its natural eſſence and action. 
But its being reſerved unto, fire, Will have a different effect.; 


for fire deſtroys , the form and principle of every vegetable, 
and renders them unfruitſul for eyer. ., And: this will be the 


As, —— 


and the earth. which are now, by | 


4% 
4 
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will paſs through and conſume the ſurface of the earth, what- 
ever may be done to the ſubſtance of it. Againſt the day 2 
Judgment. e ee judgment will precede the burn- 
ing of the world. 
will be a cloſe connection betwixt them. The day of judg- 
ment! A day to which all other days tend as their end, and 
in which, according to what men have done, they will be 
dealt with. God, who ſent his Son to ſave the world, will 
judge it by him; and therefore men will be judged as moral 
and natural agents, and as believers or unbelievers. The 
rule of right (for the law is holy, juſt, e e, e | 


But whether it precede or ſucceed. it, there 


meaſure according to which, in judging and rewarding men, 


he will proceed. If then men ſin, by a wrong uſe of their 
free: agency, in preferring moral evil to good, (for both are 


ſet before them) that will be one cauſe of condemnation. 


And being natural agents, and ſtewards of a temporal portion, 
it they proſtitute them to trifling, or profane es, they 
will be dealt with accordingly. And if they refuſe to repent, 
and to believe in Chriſt, or that which their diſpenſation re- 
quires, for the pardon of ſin, that alſo they will be condemned 
for. Hence then, whatever ſins, miſuſe of temporal things, 

and unbelief men live and die in, they will be ſentenced to 
eternal ſufferings for. On the contrary, if any, like Samuel, 
ſerve the Lord from eaily-infancy, and continue therein to 
the end, their reward will be proportioned to their wok. 


And if ſome ſin and corrupt themſel ves; but repent, and by 


faith ſind forgiveneſs and the grace of God's ſpirit, and die 
therein, they will be — agreeably to their converted 
condition, and to what they do in it. Seeing then that all, 
- who live and die in ſin, will be doomed to dwell in helt; 
- (for, according to the prediction of the apoſtle, the wrgodly | 
ee Tong +. there they muſt live in flames ſulphore- 
_ ous, in a l 
deplorable condition, a puilty remembrance of their ſins, im- 
penitence, unbelief, negle& of the Lord's falvation, &. will | 
perpetually prey upon them, and God himſelf will be to them | 
- conſuming fire. To which evils will be added the eternity 

of their torments: A circumſtance above all others to be 
dreaded; for, were their torments ever ſo intenſe, if they 


ake burning with fire and brimſtone. In which 


would but come to a period, hope would ſpring up in hell. 


But it is impoſſible, ſeeing the ſmoke, of the ſinner's tor- 
ments, will-afcend up for ever. O calamitous condition! 


Now the apoſtle having confuted the folly of thoſe, who | 


deny our Lord's laſt coming, and predicted the general judg- 
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ment, the burning of the world, and the perdition of ungodly 
men; he then addreſſes the chriſtians, ver. 8, 9. But, beloved, 

be ye not ignorant of this one thing, that one day is with the Lord 
es a tharſand years, and a thonſand years as one day. The Lord 


ts not flack concerning his promiſe as ſome men count ſlackneſs, but ' 8 
ic long-ſuffering to us ward, not willing that any fbould periſh, ; 
but that all ſhould come to repentance. 11 is probable the apoſtle, 2988 
in ſaying as /ome men count flackneſs, means thoſe who ſay, 
where is the promiſe of his coming. Yet ſome underſtand it | 
of a part of the primitive chriſtians. But the reaſon aſſigned, . 
by St. Peter, for what ſome maliciouſly or miſtakingly call . 
ſlackneſs, is a clear indication of the Lord's loving kindneſs f 


to mankind; for he is lorg-ſuffering, not willing that any ſhould fi 
periſh, but that all ſhould come to repentance. When men fin, | 
and prepare themſelves for perdition ; the Lord not only 3 
defers the laſt day, but permits them to live, that they may 1 
have time to repent. Not willing that any fhould- periſh; for 
he made no man, with deſign, to be damned, but, on the 
_ _ - Contrary, that all ſhould come, notwithſtanding their ſinfulneſs,. 
to repentance ; to fee, feel, be ſorrowful for, and forſake fin, | 
and to obtain, in the preſent time, every ſpiritual blefling | * 
 |\ neceſſary to prepare them to live, and die, and riſe to the | 
Flory of God, and their own: everlaſting good. This is the 
Lord's grand deſign in his long- ſuffering, and anſwers to all, 
who make a proper uſe of it, the moſt excellent ends. And 
thus, in oppoſition to that madneſs. which makes men fin, 
and which renders long-ſuffering neceſſary, he contributes all 
that he can to prevent their perifning. Nor is this more 
agreeable to his manner of working, than it is to his nature; 
which renders him long-ſuffering without the pain of impa- 
tince, and his way of working prevents all inconveniences 
attending long: ſuffering; for ove da) it ævith the Lord a 
: thouſand years, and a thouſand. years as one day; that is, he can 
do the work of a thouſand years in a day, and he can be a 
' | /  thouſind years in doing the work of a day; ſo that ſwifter, 
or flower, is the ſame to him. Hence it is, that impatience 


dces not provoke him to deſtroy finners as ſoon as he might, 
| *  2and ro is long- ſuffering, without ſlackneſs, in reſpect of his 
promiſe. C2228. 206%, mh oro Wires oo hon 
| 1 Now the apoſtle having ſhown, by inconteſtible evidence, 

the abſuriity of ſuppoſing that the Lord will not come to 

judgment, and aſſigned ſufficient reaſons for deferring his 
coming; he adds, v. 10. But the day of the Lord aul came 


4 a thicf ia the night, in the which the beavens ſhall paſs awey 
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crit h a great noiſe, and the elements Gall melt auith fervent 
heat, the earth 4 and the works that are therein fhall be 
burnt up. The day of the Lord will come. How bold and 
abrupt is this! Long-ſaffering will ſee an end; time will 
come to a period; and eternity will commence. The day 
of the Lord. All days are his, but this in particular. Other 
days he lends, to men, to act a part for eternity in. But this 
day he takes to avenge himſelf on his adverſaries, and to re- 
ward his faithful ſervants in. The manner of its coming he 
compares to the coming of a thief in the night. Thieves, 
notwithſtanding that their nature gives a general notion of 
their coming, apprize none of the particular time of it. In 
like manner, although the Lord has foretold his coming, the 
preciſe time of it is not ſo. His coming then will be ſudden, 
unexpected, and ſurprizing! It will, in an inſtant, ſurprize 
all the inhabitants of the earth, and fill them with greater 
fear, than thieves: do thoſe they ſeize in the night. And 
with many it will be literally in the night, it being always 
night with a part of the earth. And when the heavens paſs 
away with a great noiſe, who will not hear and fear? Loud. 
thunder awakens the world. What then will the paſſing away 
of the heaveas do? They, who ſleep, ſleep in the night; but 
none will ſleep then. The ſluggard will ſhake off his ſloth, 
the ſleeper his ſlumber, the giddy and the gay be attentive, | 
the miſer and the man of buſineſs let go their traffic and gain, 
and all orders quit their hold of the earth, and attend only 
to what that great noiſe will awaken thein to a ſenſe of. 
And what can they be inſenſible of, under the ſound of ſo 
great a noiſe ?- And how great muſt it be when the whole 
heavens. paſs away! for the lower part being compoſed of 
air, clouds, ſulphureous matter, &c. their motion, it is pro- | 
bable, — on fire, and produce a noiſe, by running 
through the whole, incomperably great, and not a little in- 
created by the whizzing motion itſelf. And the elements foall 
melt æuith ferwent heat. Theſe are not the heavens, nor the 
earth, they having a different fate aſſigned them, for the 
heavens avill. be on fire, and the earth ſhall be burnt up. Nor 
are they air, earth, water, and fire; for neither air nor water 
will melt. And what is there beſides, but the ſun, moon, 
and ſtars ? It is: probable then, that theſe are fignified by the 
elements. The ſun, it is certain, is an immenſe body of 
re. And both it, and the. other planets, may have their 
{ form/anduſe deſtroyed by being melted with fervent hear. 
be earth alfs, aud the works that art therein /bal{ be barit ups 
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if the rays of the ſun, in its collie 


are ſometimes 


For greater effects will follow then, than do now. When 


then the incorporated, the collected, and the extraneous fire 
meet without a cooling medium; the earth, the ſurface of 
it, and the works, of nature and art, will be burnt up: 
The fire will conſume the whole. Then will a period be put 
to this ſublunary ſcene, and all the things, which men and 
women admired, idolized, and difquieted themſelves in vain: 
For, will be as if they had never been; and the preateſt lovers 
ohters in them will ſay, vanity of vanities, all 


of, and deli 


OS 


| earthly things are vanity! | 


un. Seeing tharthat all theſe Gow ſhall be difflued, what = 
manner of per/ors ought ye to be in bs ly 


What manner of ons! This is the inference fro 


begotten again to a lively hope of heaven. Hence, being 
thus principled, and looking for the momentous matters al- 


ready mentioned, he ſays, what manner of perſons ought ye 


to be in holy converſation and godlineſs? Converſation ſeems 


to ſignify man's moral conduct, his words and works, and to 


have ſpecial reſpect unto men. And theſe ſhould be ſuch as 


i 


? 


; 
1 


* 
; 


—have no tendency to make men immoral. © Words, as they 
| | are the. profelid hey 
de agreeable to them; for to ſay one thing, and intend ano- 


ſigns of inward ſentiments, ſhould always 


ther, is a ſpecies of diſſimulation; and when detected, can- 


not fail of bri ging the ſpeaker into diſcredit : Conſequently, 


if it did not concern the conſcience, it could not be uſed by 


perſons of a holy converſation. Nor are t patterns, of 
this, whoſe ſpeeches tendito form irreligious ideas in others: 
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There can be no difficulty in this; for as fire is one of the; 
four elements of which the earth is compoſed, it may, by 
| him who created and compacted it, be made to burn from 
its own bowels. Immenſe magazines alſo, of that furious 
"| element, are in ſeveral parts of the earth; which, through 
the agency of the Almighty, may ere execution. And 
1 condition, and when 
they paſs —_— a thick medium of ether, air, clouds, &c. 
o powerful as to. kindle combuſtible matter; 
what will they do when that medium is removed by the paſ- 
ſing away of the heavens, and when large quantities, of them, 
are brought nearer the earth by the diſſolving of the ſun ? 


converſation and ange 

m the 
foregoing inſtances. Peter does not inquire whether they 
were converted to God, and qualified to keep his command- 
ments. Theſe queries, in their caſe, were unneceſfary, being 


tion. 
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which tends to relax the mind from religious ſtrictneſs; and 3 


ſenſual, which feeds the fleſh and corrupts-the ſpirit, are no 


E of a holy converſation. Thoſe ſpeeches too which 


have a natural tendeney to raiſe wrong paſſions, cannot, with 


2 of propriety, be called parts of a holy converſa- 


or though all the paſſions have a right uſe, yet when 


improperly raiſed, they are prejudicial to the poſſeſſors of 
them. So, if anger be agitated by an unneceſſary ſpeech, it 


is contrary to a holy converſation. And the ſame may be 
ſaid, of every converſation, that is not good to the uſe of 


edifying. Nor is it any objection to this, that ſome diſ- 


courſe, touching temporal things, is neceſſary, inaſmuch as 
it may be ordered to edification, as well as a man may eat 


4 


and drink and do all to the glory of God. But if it be be- 


gun, or continued without cauſe, it may have a contrary 


effect. On the contrary, a holy converſation is ſincere, has 


a good end in view, does not unneceſſarily grieve or give 


pain to any, and 1s calculated to give general edification. 


a leſs evil to ſay no good, or 


And this is not only contrary to every wrong converſation, 

but alſo to ſilence, or ſaying too little in regard of a right 
one. For though it may + „ or 
too little, than 2 or much evil; yet it is what ought not 


to be, foraſmuch as men are moved, by diſcourſe, to good 


as well as to evil, Speech then being intended for the edifi- 


cation of others; perſons of a holy converſation ſhould ſo 


may have cauſe to -accuſe them. And this mult extend ta 


temporal and ſpiritual life; it being the deſign, of a holy 
_ converſation, to prevent all the evil, and to promote all the 


good that can be, both to body and ſoul. 


But works, as well as words, are a part of a holy conver- 


| ſpeak, in reſpect of the kind and degree of it, as that none 


5 


ſation. And theſe, in the general, are juſtice, mercy, and 
charity. Now juſtice is not only contrary to robbing and, / 


over reaching, but alſo to covetouſneſs and too great a de- 


gree of carefulneſs. For he, who would get all, and give 


nothing, would not act an equal part. Yea he, whoſe cir- 


it up only to leave behind him. But juſtice is alſo concerned 


with characters, ſeeing that to rob a man of his character, 


and thereby of his credit, may be a greater act of injuſtice, 


and prove more prejudicial tag picking his pocket, as it 


cumſtances will ſuffer it, ſhould give as much as he gains, or 
his converſation is not without covetouſneſs ; for having 
enough, he ſhould deſire no more, left, like the fool, he lay 7 
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particu 


Tt 88 1 


may prevent his procuring a temporal ſupport, and enjoying 
the privileges of ſociety. Nor is it enough not to rob; it is 
only ſufficient to give every one his due, 1n all that concerns 
him.—A holy converſation alſo includes works of mercy. 'To 
forgive offenders, eſpecially when they confeſs their offences, 

or, where it is ellis, make ſatisfaction, is an indiſpenſible 
duty, let their fins be ever ſo many. And it mult not ter- 


minate in the act, but be ſignified, to the ſinner, for his ſatis- 


faction, and for the credit of the forgiver. And where ſins 


are neither confeſſed nor ſatisfied for, yet they muſt not prevent 


the exerciſe of good will; that evil, if poſſible, may be over- 


come with good. This is being merciful as our heavenly 


Father is merciful ; whom to imitate, in the greateſt degree, 
15 man's incumbent duty, and higheſt honour. —Works of 


charity too are comprehended herein. Now theſe have for 


their objects not only the poor in a temporal reſpect, but alſo 
the well-being of all the world in a ſpiritual one. And as 
touching the firſt of them; what have men more than enough 
for, but to anſwer that purpoſe ? Not for themſelves, but 


others. Nor are ſuperfluities in n drinking, dreſſing, 
Kc. to be preferred before the poor. 


or yet conveniences, 
in many caſes. Perhaps all that is generally neceſſary, is not 
i to be reſerved for a man's ſelf, before he gives 
any thing to others, becauſe ſome have not ſo much. In a 
word, charity, as it concerns the body, is doing all the good 
which conſiſts with a man's duty to himſelf; as it concerns 
the ſoul, it implies an excellent example, doing every thing 


in the moſt inoffenſive and edifying manner, to prevent a pro- 


pagation of evil, and to promote a contrary practice; and, as 


_ occaſion requires, reproofs, inſtructions, conſolations, and 
whatever elſe, that tend to anſwer the ſame ſalutary purpoles, 
muſt alſo be imparted. To which he adds, 


And Godlineſs. This has a direct reference to God, he 
being the proper object of it. Godlineſs is a ſervice due to 
the 8 and conſiſts of ſuch acts as are agreeable to his na- 
ture and government. 1s nature is fpiritual and holy, and 
bis government temporal, ſpiritual, and moral. And being 


the author of all temporal benefits, gratitude, for them, is an 
indiſpenſible duty. A daily ſucceſſion, of ſuch things as 
ſerve to ſupport and fatisfy the body, loudly call for this. 
For to be unthankful for them, is, in effect, not to own them 
to be his, and to act as if independent on him. To be on- 


rateful then is to be ungodly. And if, as a Heathen ob- 


ſerves, that to © call a man ungrateful,“ in reſpect of a human 
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denefactor, is to ſay of him all poſſible evil in one word ;** 
what is it to be ungrateful to God ? Perpetual gratitude then, 
to him, for daily benefits, is one branch of godlineſs. Ano- 
ther is, to glorify him for his excellencies, his eſſence, holineſs, 
_ wiſdom, power, goodneſs, truth, juſtice, mercy, &. Now 
fome of theſe are ſeen in the works of creation and. provi- 
| dence, others are revealed in the ſcripture, and right minds 
contain them all in miniature. And as they are the moſt ex- 
cellent in themſelves, and right and juſt in their actings, and 
the way in which all benefits are communicated to mankind ; 
they are the greateſt, the moſt honourable, and the worthieſt 
objects of adoration. Hence it is meet, and right, and the 
Incumbent duty of all, who would anſwer the end of their 
creation, redemption, and falvation, to have a high ſenſe of 
theſe excellent things, and by proper expreſſions to praiſe, 
honour, and magnify him for them, and thereby imitate thoſe 
above, who continually ery, Holy, holy, holy, Lord, God 
— Almighty. Another thing, ſignified by godlineſs, is living a 
god- like life; a life, in all things, reſembling the life of 
_ Chriſt, as far as it is poſſible. And a ſameneſs of natures, _ 
ſubſiſting betwixt Chriſt and genuine Chriſtians, renders a 
fimiliarity of ſeatiments and ſervices poflible, in a great de- * 
gree. Nor is piety, in the intention of it, to be limited to 
thoſe things which have an immediate and direct reference to 
_ God, For though many internal and exteraal acts, of piety, 
may be performed to the Lord, which have no direct reference 
to men; yet all actions, which primarily reſpe& the advan- 
tage of men, muſt ultimately tend to the honour of God, for- 
aſmuch as his honour, in all things, is to be aimed at. God- 
lineſs or piety, then, implies the being grateful to God for 
his benefits, praiſing him for his excellencies, and doing 
whatever he enjoins as a duty to himſelf, and having an eye 
to his honour in all things. e Nh 5 
But the apoſtle ſays, What manner of perſons ought ye to 
be in all holy converſation and godlineſs? What manner! As 
if he E-d ſaid, though you ſhould be always holy and godly; 
yet when you neither know how ſoon, nor how ſuddenly the 
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heavens may paſs away, the elements melt, and the earth be 


_ burnt up; how ſuperlatively holy and godly ſhould you be! 
The higheſt degree, of them, ſhould continually be; that, 
come when he will, you may be ready to be received into/ 

_ everlaſting habitations. But this is as Jifficule as neceſſary; 

for to live in the moſt exact, exemplaxy, profitable, and pleaſe 
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ing manner, to prevent a guilty conſcience, the prejudice of 
other perſons, and the drſhonour of the Deity, is a work 
; which calls for the beſt uſe of all the wiſdom and ſtrength 
which the grace of God can furniſh men with. However 


the profit is eee to the pains; for the more con- 
formable the 


the leſs cauſe of ſhame, and the greater cauſe of confidence 
at his coming, and of a reward in the future world. 


Let us now improve upon theſe particulars. Now who, 


that hath ſinned, can ſay his fins are forgiven, and his heart 
is ſo cleanſed, by a divine inſpiration, as to love the Lord? 
This is the condition of all, who can, with propriety, be 
called Chriſtians. Except then ſome have never ſinned, nor 
been unqualified for the kingdom of God ; without theſe, 
they are only counterfeit chriſtians. Tis true there may be 
a work of contrition, prior to theſe. But as it neither makes 
men's minds pure, nor gives a hope of heaven; it is far from 


heing an exception to this. Who then, I ſay, has a pure 


mind, and is prepared for the Lord's laſt coming? Without 
buolineſcs, it is ie 


| holineſs but a heart filled with the knowledge, fear, and love 


|, no man ſhall ſee the Lord. And what is 
of God, and which has a hundred times more delight in ſpi- 


ritual than temporal 2 and from which flows a lively 

hope of heaven, with a life | 
Now whoever is not thus prepared, for that awful day, 

cannot ſtand in the judgment of God, but muſt fall a ſacrifice 


agreeable to his law. 


to offended juſtice, A dreadful conſideration ! But prove 


yourſelves. What then has been your life ? Has it been 
| ſpent to pleaſe God, profit your ſoul, and propagate good 
among men ? If not, how can you meet the judge, but as a 
guilty creature? Is not the Lord the law-giver? And are not 
theſe the ends of the law? And will living to a worſe purpoſe 
Juffice? Be ſure that he is in earneſt, whether you are or not. 
It being then your duty, in the days of your youth, to do 
his will; did you delight to perform his pleaſure ? Alas! if 
your life was ſpent in a rus of vain diverſions, fleſh- 
| vet, follies, and what 


nad no tendency to anſwer any 
piritual purpoſe; you began with offending God, pleaſing 


Satan, and deſtroying yourſelf. And if your beginning was 
bad, what has been your progreſs? Better or worſe? Have 

you forſaken your ſins, or added others to them? If greater 
fins, by ſome of you, have been added to your youthful ones, 
and by others the evils of old age alſo, how unprepared muſt 


ife is to the Lord's law, there is the greater de- 
gree of a yoo conſcience; and, by neceſſary conſequence, 
u 


r 


Heaven cannot admit unholy 
of heaven, or to hell you go, to be tormented with the devil 
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you be for the great day! Alas! if perſons, of gore minds, 
8 


muſt abound in a holy converſation and godline 


| neſs, to eſcape 
the evils of it; what will the ſinner and the ungodly do ? 
Oh, finner, you muſt have a pure mind, or periſh for ever! 

; Feats Get then a lively hope 


and his angels for ever. But can you endure to be damned ? 
Has remorſe ever taken hold of your heart? If it did, then 


you felt ſomething like the worm that never dies. Has fire 
fed upon your fleſh ? If fo, it was an emblem of the fire of 


hell. Were you eaſy under them? If not, be afraid; fear 
him, who can deſtroy body and ſoul in hell. Conſider eter- 
nity too. What is the length of it? Ah, if the damned 


could tell, then would hope ſpring up in hell! But it knows 
no end. Sinner, what wilt thou do? Lie in the fiery lake 


for ever? Be ſtung every moment with a mind all remorſe ? 


Alas, how thou wilt roar, toſs, and eurſe thyſelf ! But none 


will pity. Yea, all will augment thy miſery : God will 
Iaugh at thy calamity, devils will delight to torment thee, 
and thoſe thou hat helped to hell, wil *accuſe thee as one 
cauſe of their coming. Conſider then thoſe things Lefore 


it be too late, and let a reſpite from puniſhment lead thee. 
to repentance... It is better to repent than periſh, Repen- 


tance may coft thee ſorrow for fin, but that will Ie DONS 
to eternal torments. Sow then in tears, that thon mayeſt 
in joy. O let thy heart break at the remembrance of a 


miſpent life; for conſider how great things the Lord has, 
done for thee! He has not only given thee fe, and breath, 
and all temporal things, but his Son to ſuffer for thy fins. 
He has likewiſe been long-ſuffering. If thou hadft had ac- 
cording to thy deſerts, where wouldit thou have been now ? In, 
bell. Thither thou mighteſt have gone long ago. But thy 
_ merciful preſerver has had no pleaſure in thy puniſhment. 
Do not then defer to turn to him. 'To-day, left to-morrow, 


thou art in eternity. Remember, he once ſware in his wrath, 


that ſome ſhould not enter into his reſt, And why, but be- 


cauſe they hardened their hearts, and refuſed to repent ? O 


do not provoke him to enter into judgment with you! If he 


begin, he will ſoon make an end. Ja the twinkling of an 
eye, he may ſend you to the tormentors. Inſtantly then 


turn to him, and pray that he may give you a pure mind. 


Nor reſt till it be done. This is the principle of practical. 


obedience. You never can be holy and godly in converſation; 


H 3 


and conduct without it. And remember for whoſe ſake it 
is given. Jeſus Chriſt procured it, and he lives to pray that 
you may partake of it. How ſoon then may you receive it? 
And ſurely the ſooner the better. For what if you die with- 
| out it? Alas! What? why, ruin to ſoul and body for ever. 
| 'Fhe preſent then is the critical moment on which ſo much 
depends. As ſuch, let a firm dependance on Chriſt, and a 
Hf fell exzotich of ſoul be made for mercy and the grace of the 
ſpirit. Nor can theſe be done in vain, he being more read 
to give than men to receive. Venture then, on the ftrength 
of the promiſe, for the performance of it. And if you have 
not an immediate anſwer, wait for it; for it is written, every 
bdbne that ſeeketh, findeth. And what a contradiction would 
it be to Chriſt's ſuffering for ſinners, and to the ſervice of 
 ,, the Lord, if ſalvation were not given to the one, and a qua- 
!  Hlification for the other to thoſe, who rightly ſeek them! But 
ſiuch inconſiſtences, with the Almighty, are impoſlible, in- 
aſmuch as his juſtice, truth, and goodneſs are againſt them. 
Whoever then does not find this fruit of Chriſt's paſſion, 
and qualification for a holy converſation, muſt charge tem- 
ſelves With being the cauſe of it. And then not only their 
odld fins continue, and thereby the want of a preparation for 
| | ſerving the Lord, but they alſo increaſe the number of their 
| | fins, the ſinfulneſs of their ſoul, and the degree of their guilt 
and future damnation. Which to do is of all evils the great- 
ö | eſt; and, continued in till death, admits of no remedy, but 
| | remains an eternal cauſe, of proportionable puniſhment, in__ 
| |, the fire that cannot be quenched. How great then is the 
| | madneſs of men! How cruel are ſuch to themſelves ! What 
a foundation do they lay for future ruin! And how will their 
| . © evils be recompenced upon them! God, who cannot lie, has 
aid, has ſworn that he will be avenged of them. And what 
is the vengeance of ſo great and fo holy a God? Tongue 
Cannot tell: For who can define the torments of hell? But, 
i furely, it is ſuch as will make men completely miſerable ! 
It and its effects are figured by fire and brimſtone, gnawing 
worms, ſtorm and tempeſt, blackneſs and darknele pain, 
[|| ſhame, fickneſs, ſorrow, and whatever that is diſagreeable 
and tormenting to human ſenſe. And to this faint reſem- 
blance, of man's future puniſhment and pain, is added the 
perpetualneſs of them. A circumſtance which not only fixes, 
but, in effect, for ever renews them, without hope of mercy. 
or mitigation of miſery, e DEST Few 
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To prevent which; let time and eternity be compared. And 
how ſhort and uncertain the one, and how long and ſure the 


other! Time may ſoon and fuddenly end in eternity. Thoſe, who 


are now alive, may not be ſo one moment more. Death may 
ſuddenly ſeize them; and then, as they lived, their ee, 


condition will be. If death find them full of a holy hope o 
heaven, it will uſher them into the unveiled preſence of God, 
the ſociety of ſaints and angels, and the divine, harmonious, 
ſweet, and never ceaſing ſongs and ſervices of the celeſtial 
City. But, if it meet them unprepared for paradiſe, they 
will inſtantly be plunged into perdition, to ſuffer the puniſn- 
ment their diſobedience to God, cruelty to man, and neglect 


of themſelves ſubject them to. And when the day of the 
Lord comes, the Judge will appear in flaming fire, to take 


vengeance on them that know not God, and obey not the 


goſpel. O! what will the wicked do? Their faces will turn 


pale, their hearts will heave, fearfulneſs will take hold of 


them, and they will cry to the mountains to cover them. 


Nor will they find any relief; for all will be againſt, and 


nothing for them. Now, who would not be prepared for 

fo ſolemn a time? Conſider too, how well it will be with the 
Trizhteous, With what boldneſs will they meet thoſe things! 
The time of Chriſt's coming, they delightfully anticipate, 


and haften on by crying, Come, Lord Jeſus, come quickly. 


Nor will they be afraid when he appears ; for he will be ad- 
_ mired by all that believe. And being already acquitted, and 


22 for his kingdom; the ſentence, pronounced upon 
t 


em, will be a cauſe of joy and rejoicing, and their reward 
will be according to their works. And when the wicked are 


hurled into hell, the heavens paſs away, the elements melt, 


and the earth is burnt ; with what aſtoniſhment, wonder, and 


Joyful acquieſcence, as aſſeſſors with him in judgment, (for he 


will judge the world by ſaints) will they ſay, Juſt and righte- 


_ ous are thy judgments, Lord, God Almighty! Now confider 


theſe things, ye who are not begotten again to a lively 


and ery to the Lord for his bleſſing. O give him no reſt till, 
for the ſake of his Son, he has ſaved you from fin, freed you 


from danger, and qualified yousfor a holy converſation. _ 
And let thoſe, who are thus, conſider the obligation they 


are under to anſwer this excellent purpoſe. O conſider what 


Fog things the Loxd has done in making you alive to him- 


 felf, and giving you a lively hope of heaven! This is what 


cannot be ſufficiently prized, nor equalled by all other things. 
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For what is all the world without a pure mind and a title to 
eternal joys? Alas! it is incapable of affording true comfort, 


nor can it deliver from death. And when the great day 


comes, it will be burnt up. Abound then in a holy conver- 
ſation and godlineſs. Live as perſons ordained to die, as 
looking for an univerſal change of (outward) nature, as pro- 


bationers for eternity, as appointed to propagate good among 
men, miniſter to the honour of God, as accountable for your 
conduct, and rewardable for all that is well done. Be then, 
in what pertains to the Lord's praiſe, the profit of men, and 
the good of your own conſcience, careful, conſtant, zealous, 
active, and unwearied to the end of your life, that you may 


die in peace, riſe glorious, receive a reward, and be for ever 


with the Lord. Bs LL gn WER 
Glorious Lord, this round, terreſtrial world, with heaven, 
ſun, moon, and flars, being made by thee; when they have 


ſerved thy purpoſe, in their preſent ftate, thou wilt put a 
period to it, and give them, by thy refining operation, a more 
_ celeſtial nature and uſe. But being principally defigned, in 
a ſecondary ſenſe, to miniſter to men, and men to thy praile ;. 
when all things ſhall be diffolved, men, for whom they 


were made, will be raiſed, judged, and rewarded ; and there- 
fore they ſkould, as probationers for a better world, abound 
in all that is profitable to each other, and pleaſing to thee. 
And this duty, (which ſuppoſes a power to 4 

perfect manner) they, as free: agents, may either not do in any, 
or in the leaſt, or in a larger, or in the largeſt degree. But 


| | when their practice keeps pace with their principle, they do. 


thy will on earth as it is done in heaven: By which; when 
thou comeſt to judgment, they will be found of thee in peace, 


without ſpot, and blameleſs; and will, as the happy effect of 
it, enter into thy joy, and receive a ſuitable reward for their 
ſervices. —But with the wicked, eſpecially the ſcoffers, it will 
not beſo; for, having ſinned, and refuſed to . they will 


periſh, And being brought before thy bar, judged, and con- 


demned ; the noiſe of the heavens, the melting of the ele- 


ments, and the burning of the earth will ſo affect as to make 


them ready to leap into hell for relief. And the angels, 
the executors of thy righteous Wrath, will hurl them head-long 
Into the burning lake, there. to abide and ro be burnt for 


erer. 


o it in the moſt 
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4 But aue are ſure that the judgment of Ged it according to truth, 


againſt them which do ſuch things, 


WEE it poſſible for God not to judge the world in 
righteouſneſs, ſinners might have ſome hope of eſcapin 
puniſhment. But it cannot be. Sooner will the Lord ceaſe 
to be, and better were it to have no God, than an unrigh- 
% 2 5 prey bs 
5 The things, to which the text refers, are contained in the 
preceding chapter, and are a catalogue of as diabolical deeds 
2s ever were done. Being filled with all unrighteouſneſs, of 
| pi. gene and defign, which rendered them ready to every 
evil word and work; fornication, carnal commerce betwixt 
ſingle perſons, or all illicit acts of love; wickedneſs, trouble- 
ſomeneſs, miſchievouſneſs ; covrrouſneſs, immoderate fondneſs 
for earthly riches, deſiring more than enough, idolizing thoſe 
uncertain and unſatisfying things; maliciouſne/s, a temper 
_ diſpoſed to do acts of cruelty for the ſake of ſo doing, or 
without any advantage to itſelf ; full of exvy, repining at the 
ſuperiority, or 3 of others; murder, facrificing the 
| ves of thoſe, who ſtand in their way of profit, or pleaſure ; 
debate, diſpute, or contentious quarreling ; deceit, fraud, 
artifice; nalignity, a cruel or hurtful diſpoſition; whrſperers, 
| ſecret defamers of others; backbiters, thoſe who ſpeak againſt 
others behind their backs, what they would not do before 
their faces; haters of God, having a ſtrong averſion to his 
holineſs and juſtice, as being contrary to their evil inclinations 
and ways, and accuſers of his providence, when it does not ſuit 
their deſigns, or fruſtrates their purpoſes; deſpiteful, malicious, 
full of ſpleen, or ſpite ; proud, haughty, full of themſelves, 
highly conceited of their perſons, parts, performances, poſ- 
 ſetſions ; booſters, of what they are, have, and do, to gain 
. applauſe, profit, or preterment ; inventers of evil things, ſtu- 
dious of new faſhions, ceremonies, ways of profit, pleaſure, 
cruelty, oaths, &c. ; diſobedient to parents, paying no regard 
to their authority, commands, and councils ; without under- 


ſtanding, of what moſt concerns them, particularly of their 


1 


eternal joys? Alas! it is incapable of affording true comfort, 
nor can it deliver from death. And when the great day 
comes, it will he burnt up. Abound then in a holy conver- 
fation and godlineſs. Live as perſons oroamee to die, as 
looking for an univerſal change of (outward) nature, as pro- 


bationers for eternity, as appointed to propagate good among 
men, miniſter to the honour of God, as accountable for your 


conduct, and rewardable for all that is well done. Be then, 
in what pertains to the Lord's praiſe, the profit of men, and 
the good of your own conſcience, careſul, conſtant, zealous, 

ative, and umwearicd to the end of your lite, that you may 
die in Peace. riſe glorious, receive a reward, and be for ever 
with the Lord. 

Glorious Lerd, this round, erreſirial world, with heaven. 
ſun, moon, and fare, being made by thee; when they have 
ſerved thy purpoſe, in their preſent ſtate, thou wilt put a 


period to it, and give them, by thy refining operation, a more 


celeſtial nature and uſe. Bur being princi ally det; ned, in 


a ſecondary ſenſe, to miniſter to men, and men to thy praiſe; 


when all th! . ſha'l be ailoived, men, for whom they 
were made, will be raiſed, ju.lged, and rewarded ; and there- 
tore they |: ould, 28 probationers for a better world, abound 
in all that is profitable to each other, and Pleaſing to thee. 


And this duty, (which ſoppoſes a power to do it in the moſt 
perfect mann) they, as tree-agents, may either not do in any, 


Or in the leaſt, or in a larger or in the largeſt degree. But 
when their practice keeps Pace with their principl-, they do 
thy wiil on earth as it is done in heaven : By which, when 
thou comeſt to judgment, they will be found of thee in peace, 

without ſpot, and blamel fs; and will, as the happy effect of 
it, enter into thy joy, and receive a ſuitable reward for their 
ſervices.— But with the wicked, eſpecially the ſcoffers, it will 
not be ſo; for, having ſinned, and refuſed to repent, they will 
periſh, And be) ng brought beſc re thy bar, judged, and con- 

demned; the noiſe of the hear ens, tlie melting of the ele- 
ments, and the e burning of the earth will fo affect 2s to make 
them ready to leap into hell for relief. And the angels, 
the executors 0 thy righteous Wrath, will hurl them head-long 
into the burning lalk 8, - there to abide and to be burnt for 
erer. 


For what is ll the world without a pure mind and a title to 
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But ae are ſure that the judgment of Ged is according ta truth, 


againſt them which do ſuch things. 


WI. it poſſible for God not to judge the world in 
| righteouſneſs, ſinners might have ſome hope of eſcaping 
puniſhment. But it cannot be. Sooner will the Lord ceaſe 
to be, and better were it to have no God, than an unrigh- 
teous one. | WY TY 5 5 | 
The things, to which the text refers, are contained in the 
preceding chapter, and are a catalogue of as diabolical deeds | 
as ever were done. Being filled with all unrighteruſneſs, of 
E _ diſpoſition and deſign, which rendered them ready to every 
1s evil word and work; frnicatim, carnal commerce betwixt 
9 ſingle perſons, or all illicit acts of love; wickedneſs, trouble- 
4 ſomeneſs, miſchievouſneſs; cov-79nſneſs, immoderate fondneſs 
1 for earthly riches, deſiring more than enough, idolizing thoſe 
1 uncertain and unſatisfying things; maliciouſneſs, a temper _ 
diſpoſed to do acts of cruelty for the ſake of ſo doing, or 
3 without any advantage to itſelf; fall of envy, — at the 
4 ſuperiority, or proſperity of others; murder, ſacriſicing the 
| lives of thoſe, who ſtand in their way of profit, or pleaſure; 
debate, diſpute, or contentious quarreling ; deceit, fraud, 
artifice; malignity, a cruel or hurtful diſpoſition; ww51/perers, 
ſecret defamers of others; backbiters, thoſe who ſpeak againit 
L others behind their backs, what they would not do before 
4 their faces; haters of God, having a ſtrong averſion to his 
1 holineſs and juſtice, as being contrary to their evil inclinations | 


1 and ways, and accuſers of his providence, when it does not ſuit 
7 their deſigns, or fruſtrates their purpoſes; de/pitcful, malicious, 


full of ſpleen, or ſpite ; proud, haughty, full of themſelves, : 
highly conceited of their perſons, parts, performances, poſ- | 
ſetiions ; boaſtrrs, of what they are, have, and do, to gain 
_ applauſe, profit, or preterment ; inverters of evil things, ſtu- 
dious ot new faſhions, ceremonies, ways of prolit, pleaſure, 
cruelty, oaths, &c.; diſobedient to parents, pay ing no regard 
to their authority, commands, and councils; without uner- 
Handiug, of what molt concerns them, particularly of their 
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duty to God, themſelves, and others, judging and acting 
unworiny of 1ational, religious, and accour; table creatures 


convenience e, mi hing no conſeien ce of their conduct, nor re- 
garding their cred: t; cb UA ura affects, 0 their own 


children, expoſing thera to perith by hunger, or cold, killing, 


or not tab ing that care of them which is due from parents to 
children; i #acable, not to be appeaſed, revengeful; un- 
75 erciful, forgiving no Inj! 117 ſhew⸗ ng no companion to any 
creature, whoſe cate requires it; who 419: Wig the fudg men“ 5 
God, that they, aha commit lack things, are awzriby of death, 


deſerve an untimely, terrible temporal death, and eternal de- 
ſiruction ; aud not only de them, but alſ9 find pleaſure in theme 


that us em. This {t.ews the diabolicalneſs of their diſpoſi- 


tion. A man may be hurried by his own patlions, or provok- 
ed by the practice of others, to do thin; gs he does not delight 
in; but 15 who finds ſatisfaction in the {ins of others, toy es 
ain tor the ſake of it, and by thus mak ing them his own, in- 


creaſes kis ee e ne 


But wwe are jure that the judgment of God is according ; toiruth, 


 againft. them auh = mmit ſuch LINgS. Ibis ſuppoſes a poſabi- 


tiles, who have not the law, do By nature the things contained 
in the law; theſe, having not the law, are a Le unto them 


lity of not committing them; for the judgment of God can- 
not be according to ruth, in puniſhing for impoffibilities. 


Nor need there be any other proof, of that poſlibility, than 
is in this and the foregoing Chapter: For when the Gen- 


ſelves: winch ſhrew the-work of the law written on their 
hearts, their conſciences alſo bearing witneſs, and their 
thoughts the mean-while accuſing, or elſe excuſing one ano- 
ther.“ The apoſtle, in this paſſage, gives both a general and 


a particular account of the condition of the heathens : A ge- 


neral, in that ſome of theſe things were applicable to all really, 


and others poſlibly. 1. To all really , inaſmuch as they all had a 


law written on their hearts, reſtored to them by the Lord jeſus 
Chriſt, which was in ſubſtance the fame as the Jewiſh law 
written on tables of ſtone. 2. To all poſſibly; for if ſome, 


by the inward law, did the things contained in the outward, 


all might hare done. 3. The conduct of all produced ſome. 


conſequence; for according to the uſe or abuſe of that law, 


their conferences acquitted or condemned them. And, 


agreeably to this, the apoſtle, in the preceding chapter, tells 
us that the Gentiles did kaow God; For what is to be [noun 


, Gd is manifeſt in or to them; fer God bath ſhaved it 


1 
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% hn. Having raoralized their re I n, by the light and 
life of Chriſt, it was their principle and rule of religions and 
moral practice; and, to alliſt their under tanding . and excite 
their wills and aftections to worſhip and yy web }, he exhibit- 
cd himſelf to them, as the ſole object thereof, ky his outward 
Works Vr the HET i/ible tings © of bin ty viz. tis eternal Poaver- and 
CGod-noad, arc te r Ker, by tne: ti os TDi. are mad: the 
viſible world; ſo that having an inward guide and rale to, an 
outward pro! of of, and aiitftance from Bi im; ; they Were, if the ey 
did not giority him, av: tout excnſs Pac, 2. he . 
} 
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the 'Y knew G 4 oy ard 10 2t ol, rif y þt in as Got: . did not maxe 
him the one object of their adoration, but made and multiplied 
pods, and jerved the creature more than the cr ator. Thus what 
was due to the.one uncreated, living, and eve craig Goal, 
they g ave to e dead, and teinporary deities. Nob „ 
avere Ut, boy thankful, tor his beneſits; which was, in CHO, to 
ny him to be 9 juthor and diſpenſer of them; than winch, 
4 5 mark of ingratitude could not be. Wow theſe were 
voluntary evils, ſuch as they were under no neceiity of com- 
mitting; and therefore they were ju iy chargiy. ble u. ih tue m, 
Hence, z. as an caect of their free follx, heir wilutly 9. 
heart wos daricned; their moral and 1 rational i light, by unn ces 


ſitat ted difobec Hons, became darkneſs, And havi Ing e caſt of t; ne 
Creator, as their immedi: 6 AN id ultimate (OT ject of warſh 


and embraced tie creature, madly made into gods, as ba th . 
he, as the conſequence of their criminality, gate ten u 73 


— 


vile Hetman, w hereby they became more brutiſh than boats, 


in the abuſe of their b dies. And becauſe z/ ey. did nit like, or 
Chule iu God 7, their knowledge, or to acknowledge him 


as God; to puniſh them by a quit retaliation, he gave them 


br, by ſufterin TU them to do as the 34 would, D #87 probate, 
a mid BY of judg ment, 79 di things wt convent nt either for 
body or ſoul, time or eternity. Thus 555 poſtle accounts 


Lo the ahandoned condition of the Gentiles. And the ac- 


gunt clearly indicates that it was not the want of tne knov/- 
die of God, nor ability to ſerve him, that readered them 


| thus. It was the abuſe of their abilities, which brous Sli them 


into this deploravie ſtate. „ 

And how wonderful is it, that they, who had the law of 
God for their guide, and God himſelf for their object, ftrould 
become adorers of ſo many fabricated deities! The not 


ai ing 2+ divine revelation will not ſolve the diffculty, nor 


nine the wonder ceaſe ; for has not the ſune been done by 
zumo all the Chriſtian world ? Reathen Rome was not more 
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eſpecially if they have been guilty of ſins for which the law 
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idolatrous than Chriſtian Rome. Neither the want of a re- 
velation then, nor the having one, 5s either the cauſe of, or is 
ſufficient to deter men from 1dolatry. To what then mult it 
be attributed? To themſelves; for “ they glorified not God 
as God, neither were thanktul ; become vain in their imagi- 
nation, and their fooliſh heart was darkened ; changed the- 
glory, of the incorruptible God into an image; did not like 
to retain God in their knowvieage, &c.“ Now all theſe are 
perſonal things, and charzed upon them as the reaſons why 
God gave them up. As then St. Paul, in the caſe of the 
heathens, knew no cauſe of finning, and of being torſaken of 
God, but their own voluntary choice, and the juſtice of God 
in puniſhing them accordingly ; other cauſes, producing the 
ſame conſequences, are not to be ſuppoſed reſpecting any rea- 
ture. If then none can prove that either fate, or original 
fin, or the want of a law within, or all of them, or any other 
thing, but the wrong uſe of man's reaſon, moral diſpoſition, 
and animal powers, is the firit cauſe of fin and the conſequent 
curſe of God; afligning other reaſons is an error, and mili- 
tates againſt the juſtneſs of God's method in governing and 
- judging the world; which, St. Paul ſays, is according to 
truth. And indeed to ſuppoſe fin and ſuffering to be the 
conſequences of not keeping a law, which cannot be kept, 
greatly derogates from the wiſdom, juſtice, and goodneſs of 
God. But it is impoſſible for him to require, and to puniſh. 
for impoilibilities. Judgment then, againſt all who err and 
do evil, is according to truth, ſin being a voluntary evil, and 
ſuffering proportioned to it. Whoever then has been guilty 
of any, or of all the fore- mentioned, or any other evils, will 
be juſtly judged by the Lord, and puniſhed proportionably to 
what they have done. Eh | | 5 
And what an awful conſideration is it, that ſinners ſhould 
be brought before the bar, of an holy and juſt God, to anſwer 
for all their evils, and to be ſentenced to eternal ſufferings for 
them! A thought of this, one would tnink, if men were not 
aſleep in fin, or determined to commit it whatever be the con- 
ſequence, ſnould be ſufficient to awaken their fears, fill them 
with guilty horrors, and make them tremble. How much do 
men fear, when they are to be tried by an earthly judge, 


condemns to die! Who, in ſuch a caſe, can come without 
error? Alas! not long ſince, one priſoner was ſo affected, by 
hearing the trumpet ſound before the Judge, as to loſe her 
ſenſes! And others, when the ſentence of death was paſſing 


B:. Ee Ros 


© 


—— > ——— 


. . 
4 6. 7 4 
N EAT I , 
a r : 
3 S e pu N , $4 N 7 : , 
Vs eee or; „ $ " Sa - © x ” 1 82 8 
pe A e 3 3 n a Bo « ; * a 8 I ; 
F< T ; * 3 N e 1 2 af oh "3 EL * 2» 5 * IP . . 
3 25 9 PPP „ 5098 ay; N * 3 35 7 
4 2 ct I br US: FRET Fo * . ki) - 


5 


. — — . — Ee er CEE CCCCRCC CHD. 


l 99 1 


upon them, ſunk to the ground. And ſome, in fearing one, 


have died a thouſand deaths. If then the hearts of men fail 


before a man, how will they be affected with the awful ma- 
jeſty of God, when he compels them to come before him? O 
what will they feel and fear? Stung with a guilty conſcience, 


they will anticipate the torments to which he will condemn 
them. But ah! when he opens the cauſe, and lays all their 


wicked life before them, what confuſion, what diſtraction 
will ſeize them! Then will the wretches begin to roar. And 
when their conſciences have compelled them to confeſs their 
ſins; God, whoſe juſtice cannot then ſpare them, will ſay, 


It is enough, out of your own mouths I condemn you. Then, 
O then their cries will be doubled, and differ little from thoſe 


of the damned! And that they may feel the full effect of his 
juſtice, with a tremendous voice he will ſay, Go, ye curſ d. 
into ev. rlaſting fire, prear d for the devil and his angels“ | has 
careleſs and wilful finners fall a ſacrifice, in ſuffering, to their 
own inexcuſable ſins; for we are ſure that the judgment of 


God, in their ſentence and ſuffering, is according to truth, 
And if the heathens, who had no revealed law, for acting 
_ contrary to the law of their minds, divine ſuggeſtions, and 


the light of creation, and for corrupting themſelves, and ſin- 


ning more abundantly in conſequence of that corruption, were 
juſtly condemned to be damned; how much more chriſtians, 
if they be guilty of ſimilar ſinful practices? Surely their 


ſuperior aſſiſtance, in this caſe, will only ſerve to ſubje& them 
to greater ſufferings. This will be the conſequence. And a 
dreadful one it is. %%ͤö;Ü;(Ü[L 

You then, whether you are old or young, rich or poor, 
and whether yon live at eaſe, and laugh away your time, or 


_ eagerly and conftantly employ your heads and hearts about 
worldly gain, or live for no other delights than eating, drink- 


ing, ſleeping, ſporting, playing, and other ſenſual things af- 


ford, or curſe, ſwear, lie, break ſabbaths, &c. and pay no 


more willing regard to God, his worſbip and ſervice, your 
own and your neighbour's ſouls, death and judgment, heaven 


and hell, than brute beaſts do; have not you, by thus madly 


miſpending your time, changed the glory of the God, whom 

you ſhould have loved and ſerved, into ſome earthly or evil 
thing, ſeeing you adore and delight in nothing elſe ? And yet, 
to the reproach of Chriſt, you are called chriſtians, whoare 


much more like apes, animals, and devils. And if the Lord 


has not given you up to ſenſual fins, and to fo erroneous 2 


2 
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judgment as may bring you to porerty, diſgrace, Pain, death, 
and damnation; take Care leſt, by perfiſling 3 in thel e things, 
you do not ſocn provoke him to do it; for, as ſure as he docs, 


you will not only live a mad, falfly called a merry life, but 
will weep, wail, and gnaſſi your teeth for ever after in 


hell- Are. Beware then, finner3, for you muit come to judg- 


ment. O ſpare 4 850 es from puniſhment! Remember the 


ength of eternity! never, never will it have an end. Can 
you enlure everlaſting burnings ? How did Dives endure? 
Vas he not tormented" in that lame? Can you bear it better ? 
No. Flee from it then by forſaking ſin, by truſting in Jeſus 
Chriit, by making your peace v. ich God, by getting your 
Fearts renewed, and by terving the Lord ſincerely al your 


days. 


Ris 2hteous Lord, thy judgments are juſt; ſor theugh thou 


art not fettered by fate, bit free ia what thou doeſt, yet thy 
perfections prevent i . in all thy judgments. Therefore 


If thy creatures, (like the ancient Gentiles) who know, but 
do not glorify thee, by praiſe and prayer, as tie only object 


of divine adoration, nor are thankſul for thy temporal and 
Tpiritual bleſſings, and become, in conſequence thereof, vain 
in their 1 imaginations, obſerving no rule of judgment, which 
concerns thee, t thy ſervice, themſelves, and other things, but 


what their cn perveried minds proguce „and fo, as the effect 


ef this free folly, dzrken their minds till they cannot ſee their 


Net 


duty, but, inſtead of delightfully adoring thee, inv ard) and 


| outwardly, adore tne creatnzes 85 by letkin looſe their af- 


lections upon, and eagerly purſuing them for profit, ox plea- 
ſure, or honcur, cr all; and if, for chef ärreligious, im- 
m' ral, irrational, and ſenſual purſuits, thou giveſt them up, 


10 withholding the reſtraints of thy grace and providence, to 


the full power of blind and unbridled ſenſual n and to all 


the mifguidings of an injudicigus judgment, a! a thereby to 
be filled with all unrighteoufneſs, thou art juſt; For they force 
thee by theſe free, berrid, and hell-deferring evils to forſake 
them. And thus, O thru righteous judge, thou puniſheſt 
wälful by giving ther up to ju. icial wickedneſs. And when 
thy grace is a abate by finning, and thy mercy is neglected by 
impenitence; thy judice is glorified in puniſhing them in 
time, as the forcrunner cf cternal p unifhment. FHiow fere an 
evil then, O Lord, to fin till there is no place for mercy, and 


nothing remains but a fearful Jooking-for of judgment and 
fiery indigration for ii V ho. then, to pleaſe tbee, profit 


 them{cl: es, 2 and prevent theſe potent exils, v. culd rot, while 
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bodics to perdition, 


juſtifying, ſanctifying, and affifting them. 


ES Fe 


they know thee, glorify and be thankſul to thee? Diſplay, 


org Lord, before men proceed thus far in fo Ny. thy | 


iglity 1 er to provoke them to abandon forbidden things, 


| ad ardently to purſue the ſalvation of their ſouls and chy 
_ fervice 


for ſuch is the madneis of many, in preferring tem- 
poral and temporary trifles to ſpiritual and eternal excel- 
lencies, that they ſeem determined to be damned. Save, 
gracious Lord, if it be pollivle, theſe diſtracted and murderous 
men and women from thus rainine themſelves. Abate, by thy 
mighty working, that blogd- thiritineſs with which, by ia- 
ning and neglecting alvation, they 


CF 
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N bo ewill render to every man accerding to his deeds. 


1 


r 7] „N18! Is the general propoſition. The online follow: 
Tothem who, by fatient continuance in well-doing, ſeek far 


2 , aud honour, aud immortality; eternal liſe: But unto 2 
that are contentions, and do nut obey the truth, but obey unrigl - 


teouſneſe, indignation _ wrath, enibulation aud an gu! Ye up 
every one that aveth ix 


No ſacred writer, 10 is certain, ever aſcribed more, than 


St. Paul did, to the love of God for giving his Son to ſave 
ſinners, to the ſuſferings of Chriſt as the meritorious cauſe of 
their ſalvation, and to the holy Spirit as the effecter of it by 


theſe cauſes concur, and contribute their part to accompliſh 


this important particular; yet ſalvation, from ſin, is not fully | 
effected without man's Faith, ſeeking, and reception of it. 
Neither was the apoſtle ſo injudicious, imperlect, and er- 


roneous a writer as to ſuppoſe that men can, if they have 
time for it, continue in a ftate of ſalvation, and be finally 


laved, without the uſe of good works : and therefore he ſays , 


I 2 


purſue their ſouls and 


But, though all 
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to them, who by patient contizuance in well doing, eternal life 


will be given. Now grell ding, as it ſuppoſes the acceptance 

of the perſon, and the porny of the inward principle, ſo it 
implies a good uſe of them. And, it is evident, that theſe 
are abſolutely neceſſary in order to act in an acceptable way, 


and to obtain eternal life. For if the ſame works, with re- 


ſpect to matter and manner, could be done without them, 
they would neither be agreeable to God, nor anſwer the ſame 
excellent end, inaſmuch as the acceptableneſs of works, and 
their iſſuing in encleſs life, depend not only on what they are 
in themſelves, but more eſpecially on the diſpoſition and de- 
ſign of the doer. Works, however good in themſelves, done 


_ accidentally, or without a right, or with a wrong deſign, 


O 


want that which conſtitutes them good in the acccunt of God. 


Doing good then implies a good agent, a good action, and 


a good end. Well-dving, including all the particulars of it, 
is a right diſcharge of duty to God, cur neighbours, and 


| ourſelves. To God in doing whatever he requires with wil- 


lingneſs, readineſs, and chearfulneſs; in particular praiſing 

him fer his excellencies, his ſpirituality, immortality, and uni- 
verſality, his omnipotence, omnipreſence, and omniſcience, 

his holineſs, juſtice, and truth, and his wiſdom, greatneſs, 


and goodneſs ; the being grazefi4 for his benefits, temporal, 


ſpiritual, and eternal; and the V ixlbin g, ſpraimg, and acting, : 


in all things, as may moſt tend to the honuur of his name, 
rature, and fervice. Well-doing has, likewiſe, reſpect to 


mankind, to the promoting, by all poſſible means, the well- 


being of their ſouls and bodies, in time and in eternity. 
And, allo, to ourſelves, as it tends, inſt rumentally and effica- 
cCicuſly, to our continuance in a good condition, the teſti- 


mony of a good conſcience, the increaſe of grace, credit 


among men, confidence towards God, and an eternal reward. 
Continuance in well-doing is the practical progreſſion of it, a 
going on, in all its particulars, in the ſame way, without in- 


termiilion or defect. Patient continuance implies, if not dif- 
ficulty and danger, the abſence of the end, an expectation of, 


and a waiting for it till it comes. And to them who, in the 


way of well-doing, ſeek for the g/ory of heaven, the honour 


that cometh from God, and the jimmcrtality of the body, eter- 
nal life, the living for ever with the Lord, in ſoul and body, 


and in unſpeakable happineſs, proportioned to the nature and 


number of good works, as the way to, and end of them. — 
Who then would not be prepared for doing well ? And who, 
that is, would not excel in it? To acquire earthly comtort, 
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though periſh able, many men think highly deſerving of their 
greateſt ambition, care, and labour. W hat then does eternal 
lite deſerve ? Is there any compart! on, in natu: EG, degree, or 


duration, betwixt them? They differ in kind, as heaven does 
from earth, in degree, as a mountain from a mole- hill, and 
in duration, as a million of years from a moment. Here then 


is an objze Ct of infinite value, and incomparably more deſerv-— 
ing of man's beſt ambition, and moſt ardeat purſuit, than all 


other things, O what an inducement to well- doing ! What. 


a ftimulous to patient continuance therein! Let th ofe then, 
uli are capable of acquiring this, be zealouſly affected for 
the glory of God, their neig -hbour's good, and their own 


oy afting'E greatn eis. The more good they do, the greater 
Will Le their reward. Let time and talents then be employ ed, 


in the beſt manner, that they may be to the beſt purpoſe, in 
time and in eternity. | 

But ti them that are cn teuticuss, given to dif, pute about un- 
profitable things, quarrelſome, or ti gio: 18, not making, but 
breaking Purer and fo neither promote the Lord's praiſe, 
their "neigh! bcur's profit, nor their own proſperity ; and do nat 


oba the truth, according to their ability, in well-doing in all 
the 5 ions of life, giving, by great aſſiduity, the molt. 
prompt, perfect, patient, and perpetuated debt of duty to 


God, others, and their own ſouls; u, knowingly and de- 
ſignedly, . unrig He ꝗ & by prophaning God's ſacred 


name, by contenming his nature, with ſinning, "when ſeen, ſur- 


rounded, and ſupported by him; oppoſing, 'by their ſpiritual. 
impurities. injuſtice, and lies, his holin- ſs, juitice, and truth; 


and, by their fooliſhnefs, ſelf-dependence, and ingratitudr, 
i diſregarding his wifdom, great neſs. and gooanels : In Wu 
by living without Jovi ing him, and by acting the part of ene- 


mies to him. And, with reſpect to men, oppoling their in- 


tereſt, konour, and "cate ; their intereſt, by acting an unequal _ 


O 
Fart, ark 28 all to themſelves by robb-ry, or theft, or over- 


reaching, or unfair dealing, cr covetcuſneſs, or too great a 


degree of carefulneſs, reverſing the rule of doing as 1 


Ww ould be done to; their nonour, by bringing contempt u 
their perſons, cr parts, Or performances, through lies, . 


ing ſy cher: and by nct giiing them their due; and their 


eaſe, by 1njuring them in their perſons, or eſtazes, or credit, 


or by doing any thing which gives them unneceſſary diſplea- 
ſure, cr puts them to pain. Nor, v tn regard to themſelves, 


anſwering any profitable purpoſe 255 time or eternity, in 
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to them, who by patient contizuance in well doing, eternal life 


will be given. Now vel dsing, as it ſuppoſes the acceptance 


of the perſon, and the purity of the inward principle, ſo it 
implies a good uſe of them. And, it is evident, that theſe 
are abſolutely neceſſary in order to act in an acceptable way, 
and to obtain eternal life. For if the ſame works, with re— 


pet to matter and manner, could he done without them, 


they would neither be agreeable to God, nor anſwer the ſame 
excellent end, inaſmuch as the acceptablkeneſs of works, and 
their iſſuing in endleſs life, depend not only on what they are 


in themſelves, but more eſpecially on the diſpoſition and de- 


ſign of the doer. Works, however good in themſelves, done 


accidentally, or without a right, or with a wrong deſign, 


want that which conſtitutes them good 1n the account of God. 


Doing good then implies a good agent, a good action, and 
a good end. Well-doing, including all the particulars of it, 
is a right diſcharge of duty to God, our neighbours, and 


ourſelves. To God in doing whatever he requires with wil- 


lingneſs, readireſs, and chearfulneſs; in particular praiſing 
him fer his excellencies, his ſpirituality, immortality, and uni- 


verſality, his omnipotence, omnipreſence, and omniſcience, 


his holineſs, juſtice, and truth, and his wiſdom, greatneſs, 
and goodneſs; the being grau for his benefits, temporal, 


ſpiritual, and eternal; and the hiking, ſptaling, and acting, 


in all things, as may moſt tend to the honour of his name, 


rature, and ſervice. Well-doing has, likewiſe, reſpect to 
mankind, to the promoting, by all poſſible means, the well- 


being of their ſouls and bodies, in time and in eternity. 
And, alſo, to ourſelves, as it tends, inſt rumentally and effica- 


cicuſly, to our continuance in a good condition, the teſti- 


mony of a good conſcience, the increaſe of grace, credit 


among men, confidence towards God, and an eternal reward. 


_ Continuance in well-doing is the practical progreſſion of it, a 

going on, in all its particulars, in the ſame way, without in- 

termiſſion or defect. Patient continuance implies, if not dif- 
ficulty and danger, the abſence of the end, an expectation of, 


and a waiting for it till it comes. And to them who, in the 
way of well-doing, ſeek for the glory of heaven, the honour 
that cometh from God, and the immertality of the body, eter- 

nal life, the living for ever with the Lord, in ſoul and body, 
and in unſpeakable happineſs, proportioned to the nature and 
number of good works, as the way to, and end of them. — 
Who then would not be prepared for doing well? And who, 


that is, would not excel in it? To acquire earthly comfort, 
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though pericable, many men think highly eee of their 


greateſt ambition, care, and labour. What then does eternal 
lite deferve? Is there any compariſon, in nature, degree, or 


duration, betwixt them? They differ in kind, as heaven does 
from earth, in degree, as a mountain from a mole-hill, and 


in duration, as a million of years from a moment. Here then 
is an object of infinite value, and incomparably more deſerv- 


ing of man's beſt ambition, and moſt ardeat purſuit, than all 


other things. O what an inducement to well- doing! What. 


a ftimulous to patient continuance therein! Let thoſe then, 


who are capable of acquiring this, be zealouſly affected for 
the glory of God, their neighbour's good, and their own 


everlaſting greatneſs. The more good they do, the greater 


will be their reward, Let time and talents then be employed, 
in the beſt manner, that they may DEL to the belt purpole, in 
time and in eternity. 8 


But to them that are cantauliamt, given to diſpute about un- 
profitable things, quarrelſome, Or litigious, not making, but 
breaking peace, and ſo a d promote the Lord's praiſe, 


their neigh beur's profit, nor their Own proſperity ; ; and do not 


obey the truth, according to their ability, in well- doing in all. 


the rela ions of life, giving, by great aſſiduity, the moſt 


prompt, perfect, patient, and perpetuated debt of duty to 


God, others, and their own ſouls; bat, knowingly and de- 
ſignedly, ob unrighteonfics by prophaning God's ſacred 


name, by contemning his nature, with finning, when ſeen, ſur- 
_ rounded, and ſupported by him; oppoſing, by their ſpiritual 
impurities, injuſtice, and lies, bis helin? fs, juſtice, and truth; 


and, by their fooliſhneſs, ſelf-dependence, and ingratitude, 
difregarding his wifdom, orcatneſs, and gooanels : In ſhort, 
by living without loving him, and by acting the part of ene- 
mies to him. And, with reſpect to men, oppoſing their in- 
tereſt, honour, and eaſe; their mtereſt, by acting an unequal 
part, deckt 28 all to themſelves by robbe Ty, Or theft, or over- 


reaching, or unfair dealing, er covetcuſneſs, or too great a 
degree of carefulneſs, reverſing the rule of doing as they 
would be done to; their honour, by bringing contempt upon 
their perſons, cr parts, or performances, through hes, diſparag- 
ing ſpeeches, and by nct giiing them their due; and their 


eaſe, by injuring them in their perſons, or eſtates, or credit, 
or by doing any thing which gives them unneceſſary diſplea- 
fure, cr puts them to Y Nor, wit}: regard to themſelves, 


auſivering any proſitable purpoſe for time or eternity, in- 
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aſmuch as they neither ſave their ſouls, nor ſerve the Lord * 
nor prepare, by holineſs of heart and life, to live with him 


for ever. And to them, as the conſequence, who thus con- 


tinue to diſobey the truth, and obey unrighteouſneſs, indigna- 


7i:n, the higheſt degree of God's diſpleaſure in this life, and. 


wrath, the effect of it in the life to come; Jribulatiam and 


anguiſb, the fruits of that wrath in the fire of hell, which con- 
tinually burns, but never conſumes them. — T bus Paul, the 


prince of the apoſtles, has pointed out, in plain terms, that 
the cauſe of men's committing ſin is their unneceſſary con- 
tention, free refuſing to obey the truth, and willing ſubjection 
to unrighteouſneſs; and that, as a neceſſary, an inſeparable 


effect of men's madneſs in ſo doing, God, the righteous judge, 
according to the degree of their wicked doings, is highly 
difpleaſed with, and hurts them into hell, where they have 


trouble and anguiſh for ever. A dreadful] ſtate! ns 
I will now make a little uſe of this doctrine. And of what 
Importance is it to be in a right ſtate of mind! It is the firſt 


| perſonal cauſe of all good deſigns and deeds: For though good 
deſigns, more immediately and properly, produce good deeds ;. 
vet good deſigns are formed from a good diſpoſition, This 

then muſt be, or no good work can be. But a poſſeſſion, of 


it, does not prevent its being proſtituted to bad purpoſes, to 
_ contention, diſobeying the truth, and obeying unrighteouſ- 

neſs. But who, that have c any themſelves, ſee the na- 
ture and neceſſity of this? Who lee, by the tendency of their 
fouls, that they are earthly and evil, deſiring and endeavour- 


ing only to obtain worldly and wicked things, and pay no 
regard to the ſalvation of their ſouls, and the ſervice of God? 


Put, alas! what is the earth of which they are ſo fond, by which 


they are ſo fooled, and for which they ſeem determined to 


damn their ſouls? It ſhould, one would 1magine, from the 


multitude of its admirers, adorers, and eager purſuers, be 


ſomething ſuperlatively great and good. Yet to the juſt re- 
proach, ſhame, and confuſion of men be it ſpoken, it is no 
more than the porti n of a brute ; for its beſt things riſe no 


higher than the body, being of a nature which will not in- 


corporate with the ſoul, and with which the ſoul can hold no 


gorreſpondence but by the organs of the body. And yet for 


this poor, periſhing thing it is, that many make themſelves 
more brutiſh than beaſts, pierce themſelves through with many 
ſorrows, and drown themſelves in deſtruction. And, as a 
greater proof of men's madneſs herein, the ſoul, their ſupe- 
rior part, receives no benefit by it; for a king, an emperor 


| 


1 


cannot be content if the earth is bis only portion. Vea, 


were one man poſſeſſed of the whole of it, his ſoul, notwith- 
ſtanding, would be an empty aching void. Why then this 
idolatrous, deſtructive love of, and delight in it? And what 
is ſin, of every ſcrt, but that which makes man an enemy to 


God, a friend to the devil, and an heir of damnation? Theſe 
ate the certain, the inſeparable effects of it. Foraſmuch then 
as all the earth cannot ſatisfy, and fin deſtroys the ſoul, who 


would ſerve ſuch maſters? Alas, ſuch have no happineſs, no 
hope, no right to heaven! And what is their lite? A ſpan 
for length, a wave for ſtability, a tumult for peace, and a 


| ſcene of labour and ſorrow! And, after living a little, then 


comes death, the king of terrors, the conqueror of all the ages 


from Adam, and with a ſudden, or a gradual ſtroke mortally 


wounds the ſinner, and ſends his ſoul to Satan to lament its 


madneſs in preferring earth, or evil, or any other thing to 


God, grace, and glory. And, at the great day, this mortal 
body muſt put on immortality, and ſuffer, in hell, for all the 


ſins it was inſtrumental of. When, lo! a ghaſtly company of 
accurſed creatures, angels and men, will be its aſſociates in 


- . O . \- „ N . 
forrow, lamentation, and woe ! There their fate will be fixed 


for ever! There they will he in flames ſulphureous, burning 
without eaſe and end! There Conſcience, the great arbitrator _ 
betwixt them and the eternal God, and which reproved them 
for ſin, and apprized them of danger, till, by repeated wicked- 
neſs, it was ſeared and rendered filent, will be to them an 

eternal tormentor! There the great God, whom they diſre- 
garded, whoſe laws they made light of, whoſe mercies they 


overlooked, and whoſe judgments they feared not, will con- 
vince them, by intenſe torments, that he is a conſuming fire! 


There Jeſus, the lover of loſt mankind, the friend of finners, 
the bleeding ſacrifice, the interceder and ſaviour, whoſe ſalva- 
tion they were willingly ignorant of, or deſpiſed, or neg- 


lected, or abuſed, will ſhew them no favour; but, as they 


did, he will do to thein, e neglect, and deſtroy them, 
becauſe they would not be ſaved by him! There the Holy 


Ghoſt, who proceedeth from the Father and the Son, and 


who tranſacted the buſineſs of both, with them, by convincing 
them of fin, of the curſe of God, and the want of Chriit, by 
exciting them to repent, reform, and flee from the wrath to 


come, to believe, pray, and ſeek ſalvation, &c. but was ſlight- 


ed, or reſiſted, or grieved, or quenched, or done deſpite unto 
by them, will help them no more, and whoſe former helps will 
aggravate their eternal torments! There devils, whom they de- 
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lighted to ſerve by living in fin, will mock, laugh at, and 
execute the wrath cf God upon them! '] here they will look 
up and ſce a loſt heaven, but look in vain! There they will 
cry, roar, and rage, being full of the f ury of the Lord, and 
tormented in that flame! There happineſs and hope will 
never come, but miſery and deſpair will prey upon and be 
their portion for ever! Wretched creatures! Dear bought 
contention ! Sad effect of not 9 8 55 ing the truth! Dreadful 
fruit of obeying unrighteouſnels ! 

Who w ovid not then obey the truth! And, to that pur- 
po:e, have his heart renewed, yea filled with all the fulneſs of 
God? Leis will not ſuffice for patient continuance in well- 


doing. Secure this then. It is God's gift, through his Son. 


He has promiſed it. And will he not perform: He cannot 
lie. Look then unto Lim by faith, prayer, and in the uſe of 


all other means. Derive a heaven of holineſs into your heart. 


You cannot fail of finding it, but through your own fault. 


If it come at once, well; if not, have it by degrees. Bleſſed 
are they, who are thus. But more biefled, who daily praiſe the 
Lord for what he is, thank him for Sink he docs, and live 
with an eye to bis honour in all things; who labour to pro- 


mote the temporal, ſpiritual, and eternal happineſs of men by 

a converſation ard conduct ſcrupulcuſly ex ct, being full cf 
| ſincerity, truth, Juſtice, charity, zeal: and long-lutte ring; and 
who, by retaining grece and a good conſcience, keep "them- 
ſelves im a good condition. To them, who thus hve, and by 
ſo doing ſetk for glory „ kenour, and immortality, eternal life 


mall r given. 


O tkeu, who, th. rough thy Son, laſt qualified the children 


of men, by a ſeminal or perſonal converſion, to keep thy 
commandreents, and thereby to obtain eternal life; but haſt 


not ſo conſtituted them as that they cannot corrupt themſclves | 
and break thy laws, fer then they would not be free to ſerve, 


or to fin againk thee ; and would, in conſequence, be incapa- 


ble of receiving a reward according to their works. But though 


(as well as in reaſon, holineſs, and rule) thou haſt made man 
an image cf thy ſelf, in a liberty to do well or ill, and with a 


perfection which, well uſed, would prevent all pernicious 


things : ; yet, without that aſe, will not; and therefore, being 
free, his voluntary virtue, in patient continuance in well-do- 
ing, or vice in obeying unrigbteouſneſs, determines thee to 
deal with him accerdingly. And thus, by the uſe or abuſe 
of his ability, man makes or mars himſelf. And when thou 
favelt, Well done, what other cauſe, of commendation, is there 


— — 


on 
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than good and faithful ſervant, enter thou into the joy of thy 
Lord? And when thou biddeſt the cur/ed depart to hell, it is 
becauſe they are free <v7rkers of inipuiſy. Thus, rigl teous 
Lord, thou rewardeſt men according to their works. Who 


then, that would ſee good days, die in peace, riſe gloriouſly, 
and be largely rewarded with thee, would not ſerve thee freely, 


fully, and patiently to the end? 
DP 


ROMANS, Chap. ii. Ver. 1 2, 13. 


Frier a many as have ſinued without the law, fall alſo periſh 


wil bout the Iaw; and as many as bave ſinned ander the laws 


Hall be judged by the law. 


1 E Gentiles had not the law of Moſes, nor, indeed, any 


other written law from the Lord. But they had a law 
written on their hearts, which, as it contained the general ſenſe 
of the Jewiln law, was to them, in point of direction, what 


that law was to the Jews: For when the Gentiles, who have 


not the law, do by nature the things contained in the law, theſe, 
having not the law, are a law to themſelves ; which ſhew the | 
work, of the law, written on their hearts.” Nature and the 


law ſignify the ſame thing, and mean the moral ima ot {1 


God, the properties of which are a light to diſcern, a will to 


_ Chooſe, and a power to perform their duty. Neither did the 

want, of a revealed law, render them incapable of doing their 
duty; for a law is not a power to act, but a rule of action. 
Their rational, religious, and moral ſpirit, actuating their 


« * 


inward and outward animal powers, was their principle of / | 


action. And their ſpirit, in all theſe properties of it, and to 


all the purpoſes of them was, as a law, aſſiſted by creation, 
proyidence, and internal teachings.—And all, in every age 


and place, who have lived without an external law, Hull, at 


death and the laſt day, if they have ſinned, and die therein, 
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deſtroy ing the law of their heart, neglecting the aſſiſtances 
given them, and for all the ſins committed in conſequence 
thereof. Anil as many as have ſind, by omitting their duty, 
Or doing things contrary to it, wider the Jewith law, hall 


be judged, tried, and condemned by the [axv, in order to their 


being puniſhed for ſins committed under it. If then the ſin- 
ful Gentiles, under their inward law and aſſiſtances, were 
puniſhable; how much more the Jews, who had the ſame 
things, and their own law added to them, which, as it ren- 


derod their duty eaſier to be underſtood, increaſed their ob- 


1 zation to do it; and therefore, if they ſinned, their fin was by 
10 much the greater, and neceſſarily ſubjected them to a pro- 
Portiopable degree of puniſkment, Theſe are the rules by 


wich the Lord will proceed, with Gentiles and Jeivs.—But 
as Chriſtians are favoured, above them beth, by having the 


goſpel added to the Jewith and natural laws, their obligation, 


to a right diſcharge of duty, riſeth higher; and, by neceſſary 
conſequence, if they fail of performing it, will fink them 


lower in ſuffering. . 5 
And yet, notwithſtanding the different degrees, of light, in 


theſe outward dif penſations, the lav of the mind has been the 
ſame in all ages and places; Gentiles, Jews, and Chriftians han- 
ig been upon a par in this particular. And, indeed, it 


would be abſurd to ſuppoſe that God ves, to the fame fort 
a 


of creatures, different degrees of the 


anſwer the fame purpoſe. And that one moral cad was in- 
tended to be anſwered, by-all, is evideat from this, that the 


ſervice, required of his creatures, muſt agree with hiunſel: and 


the quality of their ſouls. But we are ſure that the Lord is 


holy, and may be equally ſure that he never gave, to moral | 
agents, any other than a holy heart, And hence, as an happy 


eitcct, the heathens, who made a right uſe of what they had, 
did the things contained in the law; the ſubſtance of which 


was loving the Lord wich all the heart, &c. If then the 
quality of che human heart, as coming from God through 


Chriir, imply the property of holy love; was there ever a 
diſpenſation, from God, which did not require this as a duty? 
It could not be that there ſhould, the conſiſtency of God be- 
ing too great to give in principle, what he does not require 


the effect of in practice. Either then there have been ſome. 


to whom he never gave holy ſouls, or all ſouls have had ſuch 
a diſpoſition as to be capable of loving according to his com- 
maadment. Nor can tae doarines, of either different kinds 


elf; te riſb without one, be puniſhed for acting contrary to, 


me thing, in order to 
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Or degree 3 of holineſs, be a linitted, inaſmuch as the Crft ſup⸗ 


poſes the Lord to give an inferior and a ſuperior ſort of grace, 


and the ſecond that the capacities, of the ancients, could not 


contain as much, of the divine quality, as theſe of later days. 


The paſſages of ſeripture, then, which aſcribe greater things, 
to the chriſtian age, than to any other, cannot, with con! Fit 
ency, fignity internal grace, but only e privileges, 
And it is eaſy, as a proot thereof, to produce tafances of as 
good. men in ancient, as in later days; of which Abel, Noat, 


Abraham, Iſaac, Jacob, Jofeph, Moſes, Joil 102, Samet. Job. 


& c. are a ſpccimen. From which this doctrine, with the 


greatelt certainty, may be deduced, viz. © That however dif- 
fcrent the oute ard difpenſations, of Gd, have been, the prin- 
(ile of grace has been the fame, in quali ty and quantity, in 


. And therefore all nations, in all ages, have been capa 
lc of ſerving God, and of being finally faved. 


And herein appears the wiſdom, juflice, and goodneſs of 


God's government. And, indecd, without a pogibility ot 
obe ing, and of being ſaved, Lis government would be incon- 
ſillent with the well- being of 6 creatures. But its excel- 

ency appears more eſpecially in its being, as indeed it ought 
to be, in every one's power to att an independent part to be 
religious whether others will or not, and in oppoſition to all 
outs ard and inward force. I his accounts for extraordinary 
caſes; for forae, amidſt many of a contrary mind, and full of 


crucky, have been devout, and, rather than fin, ſalbied them 
ſelves to be deprived of life. Others, who lived in the moſt 
| voluptuous courts, with ſeducers of every fort, preſerved 


their purity, and adorned their rrofeſſion. A ad ſome 
exery lawful way of life, have lived well; wh ich ſhew 8, that 
religion i is comp Matible with every lu ful 90 tion; ; and that. 


the reaſon why ſome are religious, and others not, is, the uſe, 


Nor is this contrary to, or in- 
Conſiſtent with the nature of man, who, 


cr abuſe of their abilities. 


as a free- agent, ts 
under no neceſſity to aft, cr to be ile ent, but w bat i is im- 


poied upon kimſclf by his own voluntary choice and motion.“ 
Or, if there be motives to both the one and the other, from 


viſile and invifible things, they are not ſuch as deſtroy the 


vie of the underſtanding and liberty of the will: and while 
theſe faculties remain, and retain any meafure of their moral 


diſpoßtion, the ſelt-cetermining property, of the ſoul, (which 
15 the eſſence of a tree-agent, an the only cauſe of its being 


accountable for its conduc) may uſe or abuſe theſe abilities 
by acting right in oppoſition to temptation to do wrong, and 


ne, in 
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wrong in deſpite of inducements to do right. It can likewiſe 
concur with a ſenſe of its duty, and comply with prohibitions 
from evil, Such 1s that property, in man, which renders him 
free in, conſcious of, and rewardable for his own works. 


And, agrecably to this, the apoſtle tells us that the conſcien- 


ces, of the Gentiles, bore witneſs, and their thoughts accuſed 

or excuſed them. Now conſcience is that ſenſe, which the 
ſoul has, of the good or evil of its own actions; and, accord- 
ing to it, the thoughts acquit or condemn. "Thus conſcience, 


which is a witneſs to, and a judge of man's works, evidences 


that the Gentiles were free-agents, and that their inward, and 


conſequently outward actions, were made good or evil by 


them, as they freely uſed or abuſed their powers of action. 
Here then is a law written, on the heart, in moral charac- 
ters, correſpondent to the quality of that engraven on tables of 
ſtone, and commenſurate with the remoteſt antiquity, and the 
ends of the earth. And this law is ſufficient for all the pur- 
poſes of piety, truth, juſtice, charity, &c. Yet to this, for 
its illuſtration, other things are added, ſome of which are 


cvident to all; for the Lord's inviſible power and God-kead, 


by the greatneſs and goodneſs of his vifible works, are clearly 
ſeen by all. And ſo far the Gentile, the Jew, and the Chri- 
{tian are equally favoured. The unequal and extraordinary 
privileges, of ſome, are the Jewiſh ritual, including the moral, 
ceremonial, and judicial laws, and the chrittian's clearer code 


of commandments. And if the conſciences, of the Gentiles, 


accuſed or excuſed them in conſequence of the nature and de- 
grce of their conduct; how much more ſhould the conſciences, 
of the Jews and the Chriſtians, accuſe or acquit them? Pro- 
portionably, to their inward and outward light, ſhould the 
witneſs and ſentence of their conſcience be. Moreover, 


if the Gentiles periſh for breaking their inward Jaw, 


what puniſhment will be inflicted, on the Jews and the Chri- 


ftians, if they fin? Better will it be for Sodom than for more 


enlightened lands, if their fins are only equal in themſelves. 


- 


whoſe outward light is the brighteſt? | 


Should not this then be deeply conſidered by the Chriſtians, 


Fut who is a chriſtian? He id whoſe heart is the law of 


God, who knows he 1s his child, has an earneſt of heaven, 


rejoices in hope of it, and longs to leave the world and go to 
it. Theſe are ſome of the excellent things which enter into 


the compoſition of a chriſtian. Have you then theſe things? 


What is the Jaw of your heart? Js it that by which you can 


keep the commandments of God? Do you fear, love, and 
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delight in him? Is his ſervice ſweet to you? Have you no 


greater joy than to think, ſpeak, and do what will pleaſe 
him? If it is not ſo, you are but a heathen in his worſt eſtate: 


You have not retained God in your knowledge, your fooliſh 


heart is darkened, you are given up to vile attections, yea, 
perhaps, to a reprobate mind. Does not your whole ſoul 


confirm this? What ſay your underitanding, will, affections, 
conſcience, and mernory ? Do you know God, by his ſpirit, 
as your God? And can you, as a conſequence, call him Fa- 
ther ? Do you know whether you are fit for heaven or hell ? 


If you do not know theſe things, whatever elſe you know is 


of ſmall ſignification. What do you will? Any thing but 


the world and wickedneſs? What do you love, delight in, 


hope for, fear, &c. ? If earthly objects are any thing to you 
compared to heavenly ones, 1t 1s proof enough that you are 
carnally minded; which is death. And if evil objects are 
gagreeable to you, it is a ſure ſign of a ſinful foul, What are 


you conſcious of? When you fin, does your heart ſmite you? 


Or can you curſe, lic, get drunk, break ſabbaths, whore, 
pick, ſteal, cheat, deceive, talk obſcenely, fing fooliſh ſongs, 


play at cards, go to horſe courſes, balls, plays, and live, in 


all things, as if you had not a ſoul to fave, nor a God to 


ſerve, and without any meaſure of remorſe? If you can, in 


what a condition is your conſcience ? It is ſeared and ſenſe- 


leſs. And what do you remember? The Lord? your latter 


end? the laſt day? your duty to God, yourſelf, and others! 
your ſalvation? It theſe are not remembered unſpeakably more 


than all other things, it ſhews the depravity of your prin- 


ciple ; for what is frequently forgotten is foreign to us, and 


what is moſt remembered is our principal portion. And 


whar is the iſſue, of all theſe things, in your words and 


works ? What end have you in view in ſpeaking and acting? 


Do you intend the honour of God, the edification of your 


neighbour, and the advantage of your own ſoul? Now if 


your whole life is not ordered to anſwer thoſe ends, you 
act at random, and do not care what will be the conſequence. 
And is this your chriſtianity ? Alas, you rank among thoſe, 
who did not retain God in their knowledge, and whom he 


gare up to a reprobate ſenſe! | Bo 
But, remember, you are to be judged by the law, the ſub- 


ſtance of which is to love the Lord with all your heart, ſoul, 
mind, and ftrength, and your neighbour as yourſelf. Now, 
it you have not done ſo, what will you do? And whit is 
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more certain than that you have not, except that, having 
ſinned, you muſt ſuffer for it; for God will not clear the 


guilty. And what will be your ſufferings? Tongue cannot 


tell the torments of hell, They are paſt deſcription. Fire, 
brimſtone, and gnawing worms are emblems of them. But 


by how much ſpirit is more ſenſible than matter, by ſo much 


will your torments be intenſer. Conſider then how you have 
ſinned ; and be ſure, that if you have, and die therein, you 
will not go unpuniſhed. And the more fin you have been 


guity ot, the greater will be your puniſhment, If then they 


be bleſſed, who die in the Lord, how curſed will you be, 
who die cut of him! So, when you lie on a bed ct languiſh- 
ing, ready to take ycur leave of all that you loved, if your 
conſcience be awake, Oh what terrors will take hold of you! 
You will reflect on all your former follies, and will fee what 
a mad life you have lived; that, inftead of ſerving the Lord 
by fearing, 
for his excellencies, thanking him for his daily benefits, and 
_ devoting yourſelf unto him, in all well-doing, you have 
ſerved fin and ſatan by all ſorts of evil; that though you 


ſhould have helped others to heaven, you have, by your ex 
ample and influence, helped many to hell; and in lieu of 
working out your ſalvation, you have wrought out your 


damnation. And how will your reflections, on former fol- 


lies, throw you upon a ſight of what you have to ſuffer! Yon 


will ſee hell ready to receive you, and devils waiting to con- 
duct you to their kingdom. And when the judge ſays de- 
part, ye curſed, the pit will ring with rejoicing at your 


going: Well done, Satan will ſay, good and faithful ſer- 
vant, enter thou into the ſorrow of thy Lord! Then will all 


the accurſed crew gaze _—_ their new comer, by whom their 


number will be jrcreaſed, and with whom they mult ſuffer 


for ever. O dreadful fate! Prevent it, ſinner, by a ſpeedy 
repentance, by faith in the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and by being 


faithful unto death. 


How wonderful, O Lord, art thou in wiſdom and juſtice! 


By thy wiſdom thou deviſeſt different diſpenſations for the 


inſtruction and government of men; and by thy juſtice, in 


judging them, thou dealeft accordingly. But though, to 


ſome, thou only giveſt an inward law, which is written, in 


the heart, in rational and m ral characters, and renders them 
capable, according to the diſcoveries thou makeſt of thyſelf, 
of knowing, choofing, and ſerving thee. Yet to all {uch, 
beſide inward revelations, thou art revealed in thy works of 


loving, and delighting in him, by praifing him 


ans . 3 — ant — . * — «LH. n 


[ng J 


creation and providence, which declare to all, in a clear 


maaner, the infiniteneſs of thy wiſdom in deviſing, of thy 


power in ereating, and of thy goodneſs in adapting them to 
the advantage of all ſenſitive creatures. But to ſome, who 


have theſe in common with all, thou addeſt an external reve— 


lation, by which thyſelf, works, will, ſervice, and the wa 


of ſalvation are made more manifeſt. Yet when thoſe, who 


have not that law, fin, (which, being a voluntary thing, they 
need not) and die therein, they ſhall periſh by being puniſhed 


according to the nature and circumitances of the law they 


lived under, the one being proportioned to the other ; which, 
righteous Lord, is a right procedure. And when ſuch, as 


have that law, ſin; (which is alſo voluntary, and aggravated 
by that additional light) thou wilt judge by that rule, and 


condemn them to greater puniſhment, in hell, than thoſe 


who more dimly ditcerned thy will. And thus, thy bleſſing, 


through man's miſuſe, is turned into an eternal curſe. But 


thy righteouſneſs remaineth, and none will have juſt cauſe to 


complain of their puniſhment, themſelves, by their unneceſ- 
ſitated fin, having been the cauſe thereof. Yea ſinners, in 
_ that awful day, will ſecond thy ſentence by ſaying, juſt and 


right are thy judgments, Lord, Almighty, though we ſuffer 


intenſe and eternal torments! And thus as all in heaven will 
gore thee for thy mercy, ſo all in hell will glorify thee 
tor thy juſtice. How great then 1s thy goodneſs, truth,. and 


Juitice! So great, gracious Lord, are theſe, that though, to 
the glorified, goodneſs as a property of thy pure nature, and 


as the effect of that property in temporal, ſpiritual, and 
.eternal benefits, ſought, received, and improved by them, 


will be the baſis of their perpetual and eternal praiſe, grati- 
tude, and glorying, yet they never can ſufficiently adore 


tmee for it; nor will thoſe, in hell, who neglected and 


abuſed thy goodneſs, and whoſe pain, by puniſhment, will 

proportionate, and run parallel with eternity, accuſe thy 
jultice as the unrighteous cauſe of it, but confeſs, to the olory 
thereof, that they juſtly ſuffer for their ſins, | 1 


K 2 


Pann 


L 
R OM ANS, Chap. viii. Ver. 28, 29, go. 


And abe know that all things evark together for goed to the; 


that love Ged, to them avds are called according to his jurtoſe.. 


Fer whom he foreknexw, be alſo predeſiuated, lo be conformed 


to the image of his Son, that he might ve the firfl-born among 


many brethren. And whom he pred:ſtinated, them he alſo 


called; and whom he called, them he alſo juſtified; and wham 
he juſtified, them he alſo glorified. 


8 T O love God is not only an indiſpenſable duty, but alfa. 


the moſt excellent exerciſe. That it is a duty the na- 
ture of man, and the commandment of God fully evince; for 
man is a dependent, a rational, religious, and accountable 


creature: and therefore his relation, to the Lord, is ſuch as 
obliges him to it, in the higheſt degree he is capable of; and 
ſubjects him, in caſe of failure, to the ſevereſt puniſnment.— 
The cauſes, productive of love, are man's natural and moral 
powers, governed by his arbitrating agency. The natural power 
1s his heart; a ſpiritual, intelligent, and affectionate principle. 
His moral powes is the holy quality of it, or the diyine na- 


ture in perfection. His arbitrating agency is that property, 


of his nature, which preſides over, and by which he may ule 
his powers, according to his pleaſure. — To love God is to 


have the higheſt degree of complacential affection for, and 


delight in him. And inaſmuch as he is the beſt of Beings, it 


is alſo to prefer him to all other objects of love, and to do 
all things with a deſign to pleaſe him. hs | 


To them that ave called according to his purfoſe. This is not 


only a new character of thoſe who love God, (all things work- 


ing 8 for good, having reſpect to the perſons ſignified 
) but Tpobzoy properly ſignifies a purpoſe, or intention, 


by bot 
or defign in God of calling men in general, Gentiles as well 


as Jews, to ſalyation. Ihe effect of which purpoſe was found, 
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or god to them that lobe God. All things. 
be taken in the largeſt ſenſe; (though ſome have ſo taken it). 


E 


in fact, in thoſe Romans who had been 1 but, by the 
preaching of the pore were become Ch 


ians. Now as 
the calling of the Jews and Gentiles, by the goſpel, had been 
revealed in the Old Teſtament ; there is a great propriety in 
ſpeaking of them as perſons called according to the purpoſe 
of God, as they would thereby ſee that their being called 
was not a caſual, but a deſigned thing. 

And when he did fore-know (mpoyww,. to know before,. or to 
fore-approve) as embracing the goſpel, and receiving the be- 
neſit of it, he did pred ſtinate, Tp5ure, fore-appoint, as the 
conſequence of their . the goſpel, to be conformed to 


the image of his Son, in holineſs and glory, as the model after 


whom they ſhould be made, that he and they might have the 
ſame holy diſpoſition of heart, and, as the effect, love God as 


be did; that he might be the firſt born, or chief, among many | 
brethren, as partaking of one common nature, he of their ani- 
mal and ſpiritual, and they of his holy nature; that they 


might be one in reſpect of humanity, as he and his Father are 


one in regard of divinity. To the effecting of which, whom , 
predeſtinated, them he alſo called; and whom he called,. them he 


ali juſtified; and whom he juſtified, them he alſs glorified. 
Thoſe whom he purpoſed, to be conformed to the image of 
his Son, he called, by the goſpel, to repent, reform, and ſeek _ 
falvation : And whom he called (they obeying the call; for 
many do not, Mat. xxii. 14.) he alſo juſtified, by forgiving 


their ſins and accepting their perſons : And whom he juſtified, 
[they perſevering to ſanctification, and in his ſervice to the 
end) he alſo glorified, by giving them an inheritance among 


the ſaints in light. This is the method, which the Almighty _ 
makes uſe of, in bringing men to glory. Betwixt which and 
his purpoſe, (that they ſhould be conformed to the image of 

his Son) there is a perfect correſpondence.. For how ſhould 
a ſinner become a ſaint, but by being ſaved from his fin? 
And how ſhould a ſinner be ſaved from his-fin, but by being 
called to ſeek and find ſalvation. from it? And as his Sana 
and practice agree, ſo does the end with both; for how can 


men become lovers of God, and be glorified, but by being 


ſo ſaved, from 


Pn fin, as to be conformed to the image of his 


The happy effect of which is, ht all things work together 
This wmuſt not 


for that would ſuppoſe ſin to work for good; and then the 


E 1s 


inference would be, the more fin, the more good acerues to 


the lover of God. That this is not the ſenſe is certain, inaſ- 
much as that, while a man loves God, he does not ſin; for 


this is the love of God, that we keep his commandments. 
The meaning then is, that whatever conſiſts with, accompa- 


nies, and is the conſequence of loving God, will have a good 
effect, this love making all things good. Hence riches or 
poverty, health or ſickneſs, honour or diſhonour, perſecution 


or peace, &c. will do good to thoſe who love God, having 
thereby a ſanctified uſe. 


Foraſmuch then as the purpoſe, the way, and the end, 
with all attending circumſtances, conſpire to bring men to 


glory; the wiſdom and goodneſs, of God, are wonderfully 
diſplayed in this whole procedure. A ſenſe of which pro- 


duced this rapturous interrogation, What fall we then ſay to 


_ theſe things? If God be for us, who can be againſt us? It was 
_ aſtoniſhing to Paul, that the goodneſs of God ſhould be fo 
great; and his confidence, in it, made him challenge all ad- 
verſe power. To confirm this, he mentions a fact, and draws 


an interence from it: He that ſpared not his own Son, but de- 
 tivered him up for us all, hoaw ſhall he not with him alſo freely 
give us all things ? Here the apoſtle argues from the greater 
to the leſs; as if he had ſaid, having given his Son, the 
greateſt and beft of gifts, how ſhall he withhold inferior 
Goon? This is the purport of it, and ſufficiently proves that 


the method, taken by the Almighty, will produce the 
moſt excellent effects, if not fruſtrated by the folly of men. 


But notwithſtanding God's foreknowledge of, and prede- 


ſtinating men to this excellent end, and his calling, and juſti- 
fying, and glorifying them to anſwer it; yet it cannot, with- 
out contradicting many paſſages of ſcripture, be ſuppoſed that 


theſe reſpect, in an unconditional ſenſe, a ſmall and certain 


number of people, excluſive of all the reſt, inaſmuch as his 
foreknowledge reſpects men's receiving the goſpel as a mean 


of their ſalvation, and his approving of them as being there- 
by prepared for glory. And the {ame may be faid of pre- 


deſtinating, as he cannot appoint any man to perdition, but 


for his own ſins; nor for them, if it never was in his power 
to prevent them, and practiſe the contrary things, as he never 


| puniſhes for impoſſibilities. If then fin ſuppoſe either a paſt 
or a preſent power to pleaſe God; his firſt appointment, of 


all men, was to a conformity to the image of his Son. Or 


if foreknowledge and appointment refer to the different effects 
of their ſuture call; that was determined by themſelves: For 


would be to make him the cauſe of their crimes, and to charge 


„ 


— —ñ—4ẽ4äẽ —— 


r ˙ mu A AG Ce HOO. 0 


——— — — 


F 117 f 


many are called, but feav are choſen, And what reaſons does 


our Saviour aſſign for this difference? Only ſuch as need not 


have been, and as he blamed them for: For ſome, when 


called, world net come: Others, made light of it : And ſome, 


flew his ſervants, The conſequence of which was, he con- 


demned them to die. Now, who was the cauſe of their con- 
duct? Themſelves? Or was it the effect of foreknowledge 
and appointment? To ſay that God ordained them to do 4 


him with being the author of a ſevere ſentence, for fins they 


could not but commit. But his reſentment was too right, 
and his ſentence too juſt for him to be any part of the cauſe 


of their ſins. So themſelves, not God, were the authors of 


this evil. It is clear then that all, who are called, are not 


juſtified, 


Neither is it abſolutely certain that all, who are juſtified, 
will be glorified. This depends, firſt, on being fully con- 


ſormed to the image of his Son; the having neither ſpot of 


ſin, nor wrinkle of imperfection. But that all juſtified per- 


if they continue, in that condition, till they die, but do not 


improve it to a full preparation for glory; is it certain that 
they will not be puniſhed as unprofitable ſervants? That a 
man may receive a talent, and retain it till he is called to 


ſons are not ſo is certain; and therefore, though they are in- 
titled to glory, they are not completely qualified for it. And 


— 


give up his accounts, and then be deprived of it and puniſned, 


the ſcriptures teſtify. Nor will any man, who makes the 


ſcripture his rule of judging, ſay, that all juſtified perſons 
continue in that condition, inaſmuch as we read of one, who 


had much forgiven, but becauſe he would not forgive a little, 


he was condemned and puniſhed for the former forgiven 
debt. And notwithſtanding that it is a compariſon, yet it 


is equivalent to a direct doctrine; for our Lord neither made 
impoſſible, nor unneceſſary ſuppoſitions. And his applica- 


tion, of it, renders it impoſſible to be otherwiſe underſtood ; 


for ſo, faith he, will my heavenly Father do unto you, 
if from your hearts you forgive not your brother his treſ- 


paſſeſs. Foraſmuch then as ſome, who are called, are not 
_ juſtified ; and others, who are juſtified, may not be glorified ; | 
that connection, conceived by ſome, betwixt being called 
and glorified, is of the uncertain ſort ; and conſequently, 


what is ſaid of the Lord's foreknowing, predeſtinating, call- 
ing, juſtifying, and glorifying does not exclude the condi- 


tions, which, though not ſpecified, are implied, or may be 


— 
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ſopplied from other places. The being glorified then de- 
pends on obeying the call in order to be juſtified ; and, being 
juſtified, on improving it to a full conformity to Chriſt, and 
continuing therein to the end. 

And notwithſtanding that the Lord is the moſt amiable of 


: objects, and love the moſt excellent exerciſe, and that it flows 
from a full conformity to Chriſt in holineſs ;_ yet ſuch is the 


Li 
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mutibility of man, (flowing as well from his free-agency, as 
from other cauſes) that ſome are charged with leaving their 


firſt love; and others with having it grown cold. And in- 


deed the cauſe, of ſpiritual love, is of ſuch a nature as ren- 


deers the continuance of it uncertain. This is the moral diſpo- 


can be put, to ſuch a principle, but its higheſt pitch or utter 
extinction. Nor is that, by which the cauſe of love con- 
tinues, Viz. a right uſe of all man's powers in ſerving God, 
himſelf, and others, more certain; for only by being a 
good ſteward, of God's grace, can it be continued. But the 
poſſibility of being a bad one, as the effect of a wrong uſe of 
free-will, renders this contiauance uncertain.. Nor can the 
Almighty prevent this, conſiſtently with his rewarding men 


to Chriſt, 8 


fition of the mind; which is changeable. And as the cauſe 


is, ſo is the conſequence; for love increaſes. or decreaſes as 


its cauſe does. And that, according to the nature of things, 


which changes in one degree, may in another, as no bound 


according to their works. 'The continuance of love,. then, 


being uncertain, the being glorified is equally fo ; conſe- 
quently the connection, betwixt being called and glorified, is 


conditional. | 


Who then, to prevent danger, would not obey the call? 
And who, that has obeyed it, would not believe for, ſeek, 
and find ſalvation from ſin? Vea who, that has been ſo fa- 
voured, would not retain and improve it to a full conformity 

it to the end, and be glorified ? The poſſi- 


bility of not © cus the call, and of forfeiting the favour 
of God, render theſe abſolutely neceſſary. And, ſurely, this 
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is a method more to be depended on, than a ſuppoſition that 
theſe things cannot be ſeparated. _ 1 | 


And what have they to do with that ſuppoſition, who have- 
none of theſe things, except the firſt in an ineffectual way? 


They have been called; (and who has not, that was capable 
of it?) but if they have not obeyed, it proves there is a poſ- 


ſibility of diſobeying. And what is done at one time, may 
be at another, and ſo on to the end. And, doubtleſs, many 


would conclude thus, if they were left to their own con- 
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ſciences. But the leaders of men make them err; for 
how many have taught, that if men can but prove their call⸗ 
ing, they may be confident of being glorified. And thoſe, _ 
who have neglected their ſalvation, being glad to find ſome- 
thing to ſupport them, lay hold on the firſt, but broken link 
of this chain, (for they have not obeyed the call) and hope 

to be drawn to heaven by it. To confirm this, (although 
the Apoſtle commands men to give all diligence to make their 
calling and election ſure) a diſtinction has been deviſed be- 
twixt the being of a man's calling and election, and his being 
ſure of it: As if the ſubſtance could be without the ſenſe of | 

it. But theſe and their fruits being experimental things, it 
is impoſſible to have the one without the other. Moreover, 
by making them ſure, the Apoſtle docs not only mean pre- 
ſent, but alſo future aſſurance, by retaining them for the pur- 
poſe for which they are given; which is to bring men to 
glory. That this is the ſenſe is evident, it being an aſſurance 
which depends on, ard is the fruit of giving all diligence 
and therefore pertains to the future exiſtence of them. Which 
is abundantly confirmed by its contrary, where he ſays, he 
that lacketh thſe things, which come by diligence, and which 


tend to preſerve aſſurance, is blind, and hath forgotten, hath 


loſt both the ſubſtance and ſenſe, that he wwas purged from 
his eld fins. Now this not only ſhews the abſurdity of con- 
tending for the ſubſtance without the ſenſe ; but alſo that 
_ where both are, without giving all diligence, they will not 
be retained; inaſmuch as he ſays, if ye do theſe things, yo 
fall newer fall: Which implies, that if they are not done, 
they will fall. And then how will they be glorified ? It is“ 
then abſolutely certain, that there is no ſuch connection, be- 
twixt being called and glorified, as cannot be broken. What | 
dependance then is to be placed on being called, unconnected ©: 
with the other parts of a qualification for glory? None, it 
having no more connection with glory, than the firſt round 
of a ladder has with the laſt; and if the firſt never be, or 
only be taken, the top will never be attained to. And if \ | 
many be called, but few choſen; then the being called and 
juſtified are not inſeparable. And if thoſe, who are juſtified, 
may forteit that favour by not forgiving others their offences; 
it is alſo evident, that juſtification and glory are not inſepa- 
rable. Betwixt being called and glorified then, there is no 
connection but what depends on obeying the call, believing \ 
unto juſtification, and abiding therein to the end; which are f 


Ho grateful, 0 holy, good, and gracious Jord, ſhould _ 


* \ who are exerciſed therein, both in time and eternity! But, 
glorious Lord, how art thou to be adored for thy won- 
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perſonal performances, and depend on man's pleafure to do 
or leave undone. 


men be to thee; for not only thy benefits, eſpecially ſpiritual 


ones, are ſuperlatively excellent, but even thy ſervice, lov- 
ing thee in ſe pure, perfect, and perpetual a manner, as, in 
! conſequence, continually to keep all thy commandments, is 
the greateſt, heſt, and pleaſanteſt duty in Ife; and, moreover, 


makes all afflictions occaſioned by, and conſiſtent with it, 


work eventually, one way or another, for good to thoſe, 


derful wiſdom in foreſecing, from eternity, and foretelling, 
in the Old Teſtament, thy purpoſe to call the Gentiles, as 


well as the Jews, by the goſpel ! And likewiſe that thoſe, 
whom thou didſt foreknow would be thus called, thou didft, 
as neceſſary for, and to make it exceedingly profitable and 


pleaſant to them, reſolve to conform thereby to the image of 


thy Son, to he like him in holineſs and glory; that he, by 


aſſuming human nature, and they by partaking of his purity 
and privileges, might be one church, he the head, and they 
the members, that he might care for, ſympathize with, and 

not be aſhamed to call them brethren. And, to reduce thy 
purpoſe to practice, thou didſt, when the time foretold was 
come, call them, by the goſpel, to partake of the bleſſings and 
privileges prepared for them: And whom thou thus calledſt, 
they obeying, thou didſt, agreeably to thy deſign in calling, 
juſtify them from all their former offences; and continuing 
in that condition, by being faithful unto death, thou did 


glorify them with thyſelf for ever. But, holy Lord, how 


lamentable is it, that ſo many have miſtaken this momentous. 


matter, that what thou haſt ſaid, by thy ſervant Paul, to 
convince both Jews and Gentilzs, that the calling of the 


Gentiles, to the fellowſhip of the goſpel, was not a caſual,. 
but certain thing, being foreſeen and foretold, has been per- 
verted, to purpoſes extremely prejudicial to men's minds and 


immortal ſtate, by making their ſalvation and deſtruction de- 


pend on. thy unconditional decree : By which the elect, ſo 


called, run no riſk by any length they go in ſin, nor can the 
reprobates prevent their Ponſuings let them do what they 


ill. And fo, as men uppoſe themſelves to be of the one 
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ſort or the other, a liberty 1s given for all manner of licen- 
tiouſneſs, becauſe it cannot, as they imagine, make void thy 
decree, Yea, how many believe that all, they do, is or- 
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dained by thee, to accompliſh that decree ! And thus, by 
making thee the author of all that 1s, they confound good 
and evil, right and wrong, make men unaccountable, and 
unrewardable for their works. But ſome, aſhamed to ſay ſo 


much, affirm that men are free to do well or ill, and yet 


deny that ill-doing will deſtroy the ele, or well-doing ſave 


the reprobate, an ſo make the effect differ from the nature 
of the cauſe, and contradict the ſenſe of their own aſſertions, 


But, holy Lord, though thou doſt unconditionally elect and 
reject, in things irrelative to falvation; as chooſing Iſanc 
and Jacob to be the progenitors of the Jews, all the Jews 
and profeſſing chriſtians for the vifible church, the twelve to 
be apoſtles, the ſeventy for preachers, &c. and didſt rejett, 
in the ſame ſenſe, Iſhmael, Eſau, all the heathen nations, 
diſbclievers of the goſpel, preachers, and diſciples ; yet thou 


ſaveſt no perforal finners but thoſe who, according to their 


inward powers and outward privileges, repent, believe, and 
obey, nor rejecteſt any but ſuch as will not do fo. 
A DES Ny, Opie, Say 


GENESIS, Chap. xix. Ver. 28. 


Aud lo, the ſmoke of the country event up as the ſmoke of a ſurnace. 


1. OW dreadful are the judgments of the Lord! And yet 


how juſt! The men of Sodom had long and largely 
ſinned againſt him, and yet ſcemed to be ſecure. But the 
Lord, a ſtrict and jealous obſerver of the ways of men, being 
moved with indignation, determined to puniſh them. And, 
to render it unexceptionable, he repreſents himſelf as coming, 


from heaven, to take a { urvey of their ſins, chap. xviii. wer. 21. 
But Abraham, having compaſſion for the righteous, Lot in 
particular, exp: ſtulated with him on their behalf. And though, 


tor the fake of ten, he would have ſpared the city; yet, the 


number not being found, he proceeded to puniſh them. And 


having diſmiſſed Lot and his family, (for he would not pu- 
niſh the righteous with the wicked) he rained fire and brim- 


fone upon Sodom and Gomorrah, and all the people of the 


rr 
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plains. And lo, the ſmoke of the country went up as the 
{moke of a furnace. So did the Lord conſume them for their 


fins. And, to perpetuate the remembrance of it, that fruit- 
ful plain was turned into a lake of ſtagnant water, which re- 


oO 


mains to this moment. Thus, where fin abounded, the 
Judgments of the Lord abounded alſo. | 


Now what an awful emblem is this of the laſt day, when 
all the world will be on fire! And what a figure, are both, 
of the fire of hell, the tormentor of the children of men! 
Nor is this more mvſterious than material fire, nor leſs an 
object of faich than it is of ſenſe, it not being more difficult, 
to the Deity, to create ſpiritual bodies, and make them pro- 
duce all the effects material ones do. And that material fire 
has tormenting effects, on ſenſible bodies, it is not in the 
power of ſkepticiſm to deny. Seeing then that the Almighty 


repreſents the future miſery, of man, as being by fire, it is 


to be believed as a faithful ſaying. Nor is any thing, in 


material nature, ſo tormerting as fire, If then „ pain is 
perfect miſery, | 
eternity of the torment is added to the intenſeneſs of it, it 


L 


what is the effect of fire? And when the 


ſurpaſſeth all deſcription. What then is that which makes 


the Almighty thus puniſh men? His wiſdom and juitice pre- 


vent a diſproportion betwixt fin and ſuffering, for he a” 


neither err nor act unjuſtly. As then the effect is not greater 


than the cauſe; how great is the evil, which ſubjects ſinners 
to intenſe and eternal torments! Great indeed; for though 


in is but finite in itſelf, yet being againſt an infinite God, 
the puniſhment is proportioned, in the nature, degree, and 
duration of it, accordingly. What a madneſs then is that, 


which makes men fin! Alas, they do not conſider what it is 
to endure the damnation of hell! But eternal torments will 
teach thein. „% SD 85 

And though the burning, of the ſinners of Sodom, abſt ract- 
ed from their ſpiritual puniſhment, was but of a temporal 


and temporary kind; yet as the life of Lot had been much 


better than theirs, ſo was his portion in this particular, ſeeing 


the Lord ſent him to a place of ſafety. So doth he preſerve 


his ſervants from temporal ſufferings. But what are temporal 


ſufferings to eternal? Alas! What? The compariſon is almoſt. 
infinitely unequal ; for the one affects the body only for little 


more than a moment, and the other the ſoul alſo for more 
than millions of years, even for ever. Yet, though this 

beggars all deſcription, a gulph fraught with fire and brim- 
ſtone is their place and portion. Who then would perſiſt in 


* 1 


fin? Is any ſin worth being plunged into the pit for? Ah, 
| ſinners, could you hear the damned deplore their condition, 
you would ſee that all the ſins, in the world, are ten thouſand 

; times too little to ſuſfer the vengeance of eternal fire for : For 
how ſhort is the pleaſure, and how long is the pain of them! 

Sin is no ſooner committed than the pleaſure of it is paſt ; 
but its pains are perpetual! Hear then, ſinner, how they 
howl in hell! Hear a ſufferer ſay, „ I am tormented in this 
flame! O for water to cool my tongue! I had, out of hell, 

all that the world could give; riches, honours, pleaſures, 
But what have Fnow ? Ah, all is loſt; for riches 1 have po- 
verty, for honour contempt, for pleaſure patn. O fin, what 
haſt thou done? The earth has caſt me out, heaven is ſhut 

_ againſt me, hell holds me, and will hold; for here is my 
portion for ever!“ | | One 

You then, who do not love the Lord, take no care of your 

| ſoul, live in fin, and for no greater than temporal good; 
remember Sodom, the hour of death, the lat day, eternal 

torments, and think whether you can endure to roll on a bed 
of fire, to drink the liquid flame, to dwell with devils, to 
bear the upbraidings of your conſcience, to weep, wail, and) 
gnaſh your teeth, to have no mitigation of your miſery, and 
to be without urn and hope fer ever! O torments in- 
tenſe and eternal! Eternal! ever running, but never run out 

Will you then, for the ſake of ſin, ſuffer all this? Why will 
you ? What does fin do for you? It is the worſt of evils. g 
makes you enemies to God, and friends to the devil; de-/ 
ſtroys conſcience, credit, and conſtitution ; brings pain, 

_ ſhame, and loſs ; makes you a foe to your fellows, and a 
factor for the fiends, by flaying ſouls and ſending them to 
endleſs ſuiferings; and, in the end, as the reward of your 

Work, you mult enter on an unchangeable and everlaſting 
puniſhment. So will you be ſerved for the ſin, which the 
Lord neither willed you to live, nor to die in; for you need 

not have ſinned, and might have been ſaved from it. | 

But why this double evil ? Why did you fin? Was it well 

| to forget God, to live without his fear, and to do things 

1 7 diſagreeable to him? And is it well to negle& the ſalvation 

„ 'y * . . 

he ſent his Son to procure for you, and has promiſed to give 
on condition of turning to him? For the firſt, of theſe evils, 

you may find a remedy in his ſalvation, if you will make a 

proper uſe of it; but, for the ſecond, there is none ſave 


ceaſing to be guilty of it; F 4 who can profit by that which 
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he either never uſes, or abuſes? The neglect of it, then, 
renders the ſinner's cafe remedileſs; he rivets his fins upon 
himſelf, and renders his damnation ſure.— Now what can 
Frevent this impending danger? Nothing but ceaſing from 
the cauſe of it. Sinners turn then, why will you die? What 


pleaſure can you find in pain? Turn inſtantly, for delays are 


dangerous. Sodom was ſecur in fin, but ſuddenly tet on 
fire. cw focn may it be your caſe? Your houſe may burn 
cover ycur head, or lightening conſume you to cinder. And 
then your ſoul enters on enclifs ſufferings. Stop then ſin— 
ners. Do not defy Camnaticn. How can you endure it! 
{ Do not pr:vcke the Lord any longer, leſt he ſuddenly flay 


> you. O, ſrwyers, if you love your ſouls, ſpare them from 


puniſhment! Prefer not hell to heaven. Why ſhould yuu 
periſh, when you may be pardoned, If it was not poſſible 
to be ſaved, deſpair night make you perſiſt in fin. But, 
while it is, careleſſneſs or wilfulneſs only is the cauſe of it. 
Fer which there is no cure, but changing your courſe. See— 


ing then that it depends on ycur own pleaſure, while your 


time of trial endures, whether you will be ſaved or loſt ; 


how much dcs it concern you, the matter being of the _ 
greateſt mement, to conſider well the nature and conſe- 


qnences of both. See the infinite good of ti.e one, and the 
infinite evil of the other! Let wiſdom then govern ycu in 
this important particular, that ſalvation, nat deliruction, may 
be ycur portion. O fee its incomparable value! Prize it, 
prefer it, chooſe it, purſue it, poſleſs it, uſe it, and retain 
it for ever. So will your lile be inſtrum ental to the Lord's 
honour, the edifcation of men, and your own evcrlating 
advantage. VV 1 
low great, O Lord, was thy diſpleaſure at the ſinners of 
Scedom! And yet how juſt; fer they were many in number, 


and great in the degree of their fin! So many, that ten 


righteous men were not am nyt them; and ſo great, that to 
exceſſes in lau ful things, and ether evils, were added un- 
natural courſes. But why were the men of Sodom greater 
finners than others? Did not thy Son redeem and deliver 


them, from original fin, equally with others? And did not 


thy grace, which teaches finners to live ſoberly, righteouſly, 


and ecdly, appear to them, in quality and quantity, as unto 
others? Surely thou didſt to them, as to all others, in theſe 
reſpects. Why then had they no equals in iniquity? O thou 
judge of the carth, who canſt not err, if thou hadſt known 


other cauſe, of their criminality, than their own voluntari- 


— 
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neſs, thine eye would have pitied, and thy hand have ſpared 
them! "Thou would{ neither ſo ſoon, nor fo ſuddenly, nor 
ſo plenteouſly have rained fire from heaven to conſume them: 
For thou haſt no pleaſure in puniſhing thoſe, who oppoſe 
thee. But, alas! the meaſure of their fin was as well full, 
* as ne way of it had been free; and therefore, with propriety, _ 
5 thou coul ih not permit 1 to live any longer. And ſo, 
from thytelf, thou didſt fend fire and brimſtone, in great 
abundance, upon the cities, the people, and all the plain; 
and not one ſinner eſcaped. What a burning, O thou glo- 
rious Lord, was this! What a temporal token of thy dif- 
| pleaſure: Yea what an emblem of eternal torments! Great 


— 


God, thou art a conſuming fire! Who would not fear thee? 
| Who would be objects of thine anger? But, alas! what is 


the fire which burns bodies to cinder, to that which will 
| » burn ſouls for ever? And thou, O Lord, haft ſaid, thou 
wilt kindle a fire in thine anger, which ſhall never be quench- 
ed. Ah, who can endure it? Lord, ſave from the hell which 
burns with fire and brimſtone! But what canſt thou do to 
4 ſinners? If they will not turn, they muſt burn. Thou canit 
not ſave them in their ſins. Thou wilt not clear the guilty. 
Thou canſt not take the unholy to heaven. Their diſpoſition, | 
_ defires, doings, and deſerts forbid it. Of neceſſity then 


thou muſt puniſh the impenitent; for thou, the Judge of the 
carth, wilt do right. 
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GENESIS, Chap. xxviii. Ver. 17. 
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| Surely the L: rd i is In this blase; ; 8 I | luca 17 0. 


T" F circumſtances preceding 5 and which were the occaſion 

of this, were turprizing. Jacob, being on a journey „was 

overtake! by the night. And havi ing neither houſe to abide 

in, nor bed to lodge on, „he lay down on the ground, and 

8 at a ſtone under his hend for a pillow. And while he ſlept, 

© dreamed, and behold a ladder ſet upon the earth, and the 
L 5 
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top of it reache1 unto heaven; And behold the angels of 
God aſcending and deſcending on it. And the Lord ſtood 


above it. And Jacob awaked out of fleep, and being afraid, 
ſaid, how dreadful is this place! This is none other than the 


houſe of God, and this is the gate of heaven.” By the houſe 
of God, it is highly probable, he alludes to ſome particular 


place, where the Lord, when he was at home, uſually mani- 


teſted himſelf. And by the gate of heaven, that intercourſe 
which thoſe manifeſtations made. How dreadful is this 
place! The preſence of God and the angels made it fo, 


And thoueh they were ſeen while he ſlept, yet the impreſſion, 
made on his mind, was in his memory when he awoke. 


«« Surely the Lord is in this place, and I knew it not.“ 


But why did not Jacob know this ; for is not the Lord in 


every place? Can any hide himſelf, faith he, that I cannot 
ſee him? It cannot be, inaſmuch as his eſſence is every where, 
And where his eſſence is, there is his eye; for he is zozus 


oculus, all eye. How boundleſs then is his being! And how 
great his underftanding ! Hence, being every where, be 


can, at once, be as attentive to every thing, as to any one 
thing in particular. Was Jacob inſenfible of this? As a man 


of God, it could not be. It is more than probable then, he 

means, I knew not that the Lord would make this the place 
of his appearance; that he would, in ſo wonderful a man- 
ner, reveal his will to me here. This ſeems to be the 


ſenſe. The ladder, the angels, the Lord, the revelation of 


his will, promiſes, & c. were things he locked not for in his 


way to Padam- Aram. 


And how wonderful is this, that let a man ba where he 
will, he is where the Lord is: For the Lord is every where! 


Jacob was forced from his father's houſe, was going a long 


Journey, and had no friend to converſe with and accompany 
his tedious ſteps : But the Lord was with him. Being a 


pious man, he had as well the ſpirit and preſence, as the 


eſſence and providence of God for his guide. The eſſence 
and providence of God are with all. His ſpirit and pre- 


ſence are peculiar to ſome; ſor the wicked have not the 
one, nor any ſenſe of the other. Hence they think, ſpeak, 
and act as diſorderly, diabolically, and deſtructively as if he 


were abſent. Vea, a ſinner is one in whom the image of 


ſatan is, his ſpirit has all the properties of thoſe in the pit: 
Enmity to God, ignorance of his preſence, hatred to his 
ſervice, want of his fear, love to, and joy in him are ſome 
of them. And as a ſameneſs of diſpoſition, and a ſimilarity 


unn. 


preſent aaticipations aſſure them of the reality, and give, the 
an high hope of that immortal glory. And this aſſyrance 
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of ſentiments ſub betwixt ſatan and ſuch, he has acceſs to 
their ſouls, and they have fellowſhip with him : For he 


avorks in the children of diobedrer cc. Hence he teaches them 
to know, and excites them to do his pleaſure. And to con- 


| formable are they to his commands, that they do his will on 


earth as it is done in hell. This is the unhappy condition of 
all the unholy. 

But with the holy it is not ſo, their hearts being the habi- 
tation of the holy one; for by a divine diſpoſition he dwell- 
eth in them. So they are capable of converſing with, and 
of being inſtructed by him, having ſenſes adapted to divine 
things. Their ſpiritual eye, ear, touch, taſte, and ſmell being 
reſtored to a right ſtate; God and heavenly things are as 

natural to, and as nec eflary for then, as external things are 


to the ſenſes of the body. Hence they correſpond with 


things above, and ſenſibly perceive the influence thoſe ob- 


jects have upon their hearts, with the profit or pleaſure which 
accrues to them in conſequence. Thus they place their 
affections on, and ſeek the things above; they {it in heavenly 


places in Chriſt, and their converſation is in heaven, and 


look and long for the Lord's everlaſting kingdom ; for their 


and expectation, of glory, is only the natural reſult—of a 
right preparation for it; for grace and glory differ not in 
kind, but degree: They have the ſame nature, flow from 
the ſame fountain, produce the ſame effects, and the one 
cannot be without the other: None can have grace without 
a right to glory, nor a right to glory without grace. Thus 


theſe excellent things are inſeparably connected, Happy 


the heart, which is poſſeſſed of the one, and has hope of the 


other, 

O thou glorious Lord, who canſt be preſent, and yet, to 
human apprehenſion, as abſent ; ; how incomprehenſible is thy 
eſſence, which, though every where, is no object of out- 
ward ſenſe ; and ſo all, in this reſpect, are equally ignorant 
of thee ! Nor can fouls, which are ſpirit, if contrary to thy- 
ſelf in quality, diſcern thee. So men fin, and perceive not 
that thou ſeeſt them. But thou, O Lord, art ever preſent, 
and every thought, word, and work are known to thee. 


And all thoſe, in whom thy ſpirit dwells, and by which they 
have fellowſhip with thee, know it ; for they ſee, as tlie 


mind ſeeth, that thou art oy with them, and they have 
Ng 
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acceſs to thyſelf for all that their cafe requires. And it is 
eaſy unto thee to make extraordinary diſcoveries, eſpecially 
to thoſe whoſe moral ſenſes are found, and exerciſed to we. 8 
cern thy teachings from the motions of their own minds, and 
from ſatan's ſuggeſtions. Such thou doſt inſtruct in things 


g of which thy written word ſays nothing, and from which N 
J they could have no intimation of thy pleaſure. And becauſe ** 
. the world is full of thee, and thou art every where the ſame; 


2 thou canſt by dreams, viſions, outward voice, &c. reveal 
thy will to thoſe leſs capable of immediate mental teaching. 
But, to the more perfect, thou ſpeakeſt with a ſtill ſmall 
voice, which is audible to the inward ear, and clear in ſenſe _ 
and found. O fellowſhip divine! Heavenly converſe! Bleſſ- | 

ed anticipation of eternal talk with the father of ſpirits and 
fountain of felicity! Gracious God, to prepare for this, 

purify immortal ſouls from fin. O cleanſe them from im- 

pure diſpoſition, temper, affection, and defire, that, by their 
care and conduct, they may be kept capable of converſing 

| with thee. The pure in heart, thou ſayeſt, ſhall ſee thee; 

fee thee in thy works and word, but more in their own 

H minds, as being the greateſt ſemblance of thyſelt, and more 
ſtill by the diſcoveries thou makeſt of thyſelf to ſuch. And, 

when faith 1s loſt in ſight, thou wilt be more clearly ſeen ; 

for then all the pure in heart will fully behold thee. Till 
- which, eternal Lord, give a pure principle, and inſtruct as 
may ſeem good unto thyſelf, Þ 


AA. 


GENESIS, Chap. xxxii. Ver. 26. 
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T will nor ler thee go unleſs thou Bleſs ne. | 


A LTHOUGH theſe words have a literal, yet their cor- 

reſpondence with other ſcriptures, in a ſpiritual ſenſe, 

is manifeſt. And were men but ſenſible of their wants, what 
Jacob did literally, they might do ſpiritually ; wreſtle till | 
they prevail. Indeed where fin has ſo as darkened the mind | 


1 
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as to render it inſenſible, prayer is but impertinence, or 
mockery of the Moſt IIigh, eſpecially when made for things 
which concern the mind; of which, in that benighted con- 
dition, there is no knowledge either of the nature or neceſſit 
of them. But if a degree of that light and life, with which 
Chriſt enlighters and enlivens every man, remains in principle 
and uſe, wants are ſeen and felt; for thereby the ſenſes, of 
the ſoul, give a conſciouſneſs of its condition. Such then 
may pray with the Spirit and with the underſtanding, with 
defire and diſcernment. And what ſhould hinder a reception 
of all they want? The Lord will not, and ſatän cannot, 
And yet how many aſk, and do not receive! To what then 
is it to be attributed? To themſelves. Other cauſes there 
cannot be. Man lies at the Lord's mercy only, who is more 
ready to give than he is to receive. The reaſon then is, he 
does not wreſtle with that unremitted importunity which is 
commanded. The Lord faith, ſeck and ye fall find; and 
confirms it by adding, for every one that feeketh, findeth. But 
it is not every ſort of ſeeker that findeth, inaſmuch as he ſays, 
many ſhall ſeek to enter in, and ſhall not be abl., Many ſhall 
take methods either contrary to, or ſhort of that which the 
' ſhould do; and, conſequently, not accompliſh their end, To 
prevent this, and to promote the ſalvation of ſouls, he adds, 
ſtrive, as in an agony, to enter in at the ſtrait gate. And fo 
the Saviour himſelf ſupplicated; for he prayed as in an agony, +. 
and offered up itrong crying and tears. The ſucceſsful 
teeker then mult firmly believe, earneſtly pray, and perſevere 
therein till he prevails. Jacob wreltled with the angel, and, 
prevailed. But if he had not begun, or had deſiſted when / 
half the night was gone, or when the morning began to ap- 
pear, he had gone without his bleſſing. In like manner, if - 
fouls never ſeck, or ſeek inſincerely, or deſiſt before they have 
found, they will be loſt everlaſtingly. Yet know, for your 
encouragement, that as the Lord has promiſed to forgive fin, 
and to cleanſe from all unrighteouſnels, as things Which are 
abſolutely neceſſary for preſent ſalvation, his own ſervice, + 
and a preparation for paradiſe; it cannot be that he, 
who is goodneſs itſelf, ſhould withhold them from ſuch as 
are duly diſpoſed to receive them. To do it would, be to“ 
_ counteract himſelf in giving his Son for ſinners, in promiſing | 
| ſalvation to ſeekers, and in making man for his praiſe. But 
a Being, of infinite wiſdom, goodneſs, juſtice, and truth, 
cannot act ſo inconſiſtently. Whoever then does not find, 


theſe indiſpenſably neceſſary things, may be ſure that ſomes» 


| 
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thing, in themſelves, is the cauſe. Should not theſe then, 


to prevent their perdition, imitate Jacob, exert themſelves 


and ſay, thou ſhalt not go except thou bleſs me.” Delays 


are extremely dangerous. Death is at the door, and that 


will caſt the dye for ever. Who then would live without be- 


ing prepared to die? For what may a day do? That which 


cannot be undone. for ever. You may die in a day; and 


dying unprepared, you periſh for ever. Is it right then to 


live amidit fo much danger? Alas, it is daring the damna- 
tion of hell ! Sinner, beware! "Thou knoweſt not the moment 
thy ſoul will be required. Ah, how ſoon may it be! And 


then, with thee, time commences eternity. From which 


moment no change will paſs, but from bad to worſe. "This 
will.be the'portion of All the impenitent. Oh dreadful effect 


of human folly! _ 3 | 8 
But, ſurely, life, though ſhort and uncertain, was lent to 
ſecure a ſtate more ſweet than words can ſignifyv. To wrath 


God did not create his creatures; but to obtain ſalvation 
through his Son. No pleaſure, he ſavs, he ſwears, has he 
in their puniſhment, And cries, why will ye die? O that 


men would therefore fear the Lord, and ſeek his ſaving 
benefits! Then would it be well with them; God would be 
their God, grace their portion, and heaven their future home. 
Then would all earth's tinſelled toys appear ten thouſand 


times inferior, in nature, uſe, and duration, to things eter- 


nal. Their nature is groſs, being but a compoſition of the 


HE corporeal elements; their uſe, only the ſupport and ſatisfac- 


tion of the animal man; and their duratios, the ſhort term 
of man's continuance on the earth. But heavenly things are 
more pure than ſpirit itſelf, being rather the quality than the 


| ſubſtance of ſpirit ; their uſe, as inhering in the heart, is 


the ground of union and communion with God, and of all 


acceptable ſervice ; and their durance is to the days of eter- 


nity. Now theſe being the moſt ſublime in themſelves, they 
afford the me ſt ſeraphic joys. And when fpirit, ſoul, and 
body arc refined to a pitch, of purity, capable of converſing 
with ſpiritual, holy, and everlaſting objects, their ee 
will be ſuitable to every ſenſe and appetite of the whole, and 


far exceed whatever can be conceived of the moſt refined 


friendſhip, the ſweeteſt ſenſations of ſenſual things, and the 


higheſt human honours : Unmixed, uninterrupted, and evere- 


laſting will be their dehghts. O what a portion of unſpeaka- 
ble pleaſure is this! Who then would not prize, chooſe, pur- 


ſue, and poſſeſs it! 


— r : 


lt. Ms 
. 


ah 


5 


| Surely, O Lord, thou never ſaidſt, to any of the ſons of 


men, ſeek ye my face, in vain. Thou, who hadit no mo- 


tive, for making men, but thy own glory and their advan- 


tage: Thou, who, when thy work was marred, didſt ſend 


thy Son to renew it: And thou, who hait prepared for 
ſinners, a ſalvation from every fin, but that of their finally 
rejecting ſalvation, canſt not keep, from them, that which 
their well-being, in both worlds, renders neceſſary for them 


to receive. To diſtruſt thy goodneſs, then, would be, in 
effect, to diſbelieve what thou hat done, or to make thee 


contradict thyſelt in giving thy Son for finners, and not, for 


his ſake, giving the ſalvation he purchaſed for them. Such 


a method of proceeding, O thou who art wiſdoin, juſtice, 
iruth, and goodneſs, would be too unwiſe and wicked for 
thoſe, the reverſe of thee, to be guilty of. But thou, as thy 
promiſe is, wilt give all good things to them that aſk, or ſo 
much of thy heavenly grace as will, well uſed, make men do 
thy will on earth as it is done in heaven; and, without the 


galling goad of ſickneſs, or pain, or poverty, or old age, 


make them loath life, die willingly, and be as ſure of heaven 


as if already ſeated there. But, alas! prieſts of all profeſſions 


are too much alike, and too little teach the nced there is of 


a fulneſs of the divine nature. Or, if ſome ſo teach, yet 


how few ſhew the way to find it? A ſew doit in part; fewer 
perfectly; and very few ſhew, that continual earneſtneſs is 


_ abſclutely neceſſary. And of the people, few will be at the 


pains to act in all things, according to their underſtanding, 


in order to receive what thou, Lord, has to give. And thus 


error and idleneſs prevent, the moſt of men, frem profiting by 


the proviſion which thou haſt made through thy Son, in 
whom all fulneſs dwells, But wilt not thou, O righteous 


Lord, puniſh theſe evils both in prieſts and people ? Surely 
thou wilt not, for ever, ſpare the prieſt, who preaches for 


hire, and has no ſenſe of the way of ſalvation: The forma- 
liſt, who recommends a rule of life, without a religious 


principle: The ideal man, who deals in truths he do's not 
experimentally know : The half exyertenced, who lays A 


foundation, but goes not on to perfection : Neither he, who 
does not teach that none are kept, who do not keep them- 


: ſelves: Nor he, who urges not the need there is of doing, 


all things, in the manner molt agreeable to t! ee, and tor the 
good of men, nor excites to good works by ts hope of re. 
wards, Neither wilt thou ſpare, but punith thoſe who will 
not lay aſe, for the ſake of falyation, all weights whach pre- 
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vent their full purſuit of ſpiritual things, nor ſo guard 


againſt ſins, to which they are moſt ſubject, as not to be, 


in any degree, ſubdued by them. Surely, O Lord, not- 


Wichflanding thy forbearance now, the time is coming when 


thou wilt reward all, as their works have been. 


E X ODUS, Chap. v. Ver. 2. 


* Is ob not the Lord, neither ai 7 J hit Iſrael g 79 


GNORANCE, inſtead of being the mother of devotion, 


is a common cauſe of its contrary ; ; for becauſe Pharaoh 
did not know the Lord, he did not obey him. And as he 


that Ioveth not, know eth not God;” fo he that knoweth not, 


loveth not Gai: Ignorance of Go :d's exiſtence, eſſence, and 


attributes is a natural and neceſſary cauſe of diſobedience 


for who can ſerve a God of whom he is wholly inſenſible. | 


Nor is that knowledge, which is but by inference from the 


outward works of God, ſufficient as a ground of r: Tot ons 


ſervice, inaſmuch as it is not ſo properly to know the Lord, 
as to know that there is a God. And whatever ideen 
the conf deration of God's wiflom, greatneſs, and goodneſs, 
conſpi jenous in tlie works of creation and prov dence, way 
be to ador2 him; the firſt and principal caufe, of adoration, 
is the kn wed ge of bimſelf in the ſoul: For, without Wi 
whatever is d one, is done to a god unknown. 

Now the knowledge, of God, ariſes from his 1 image ing 
and his preſence with the ſoul. His 1 image conſiſts of a ſpiritual 
nature, the properties of which are mind, will, and memory; 
and of a mi ral diſpoſition, containing holy light, love, 
power, & c. which agree with God's {piri: ual ud moral 
nature. But the moral pro perties are the principal ones, as 
they not only repreſent the goodneſs of God, but allo diſ- 
tinguiſh good men from bad, which the others do not, being 


common to all. But though the natural and moral image, 
of God, are tlie belt glaſs wherein to bchold what is to be 


known of- him; yet they afford but a reflective, not a dire 
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view of him. However, though his image is not himſelf, 
it is to the ſoul the ſenſes by which he may be known, as 
thereby it taſtes, ſees, feels, hears, &c. the Lord as ſenſibly, 


as the body does the things which belong to it,—Nor are 


theſe ſenſes and their reſpective objects ſeparable; for as the 
Lord is every where, ſo is he manifeit to all, who are capable 
of converſing'with him. Hence holy ſouls, on earth, have 
the ſame ſort of union and communion with him, which the 


inhabitants of heaven have. Foraſmuch then as the evidence 


of ſenſe, reaſon, and religion combine to give the knowledge 
of God, and that evidence is corroborated by the connection 
which ſubſiiis betwixt tte Lord and holy ſouls, and is in- 
creaſed and confirmed by the mutual communications of 


ght, love, power, peace, &c. on the Lord's part, and by 


praiſe, gratitude, affection, &c. on man's; it is eaſy, for all, 
CY 


to know the Lord. It is likcwiſe abſolutely neceſſary, as 


there js no knowledge of God, no power to do his will, nor 
ſenſe of the way of ſerving him ſufücient, but what is im- 


plicd in his image in (and preſence with) the foul, that be- 


ing the ſirſt principle which may produce a practice well 
pleaſing to him. And yet ability, to obey, does not imply 


an abſolute certainty of obeying, becauſe practices flow only 


from principles as they are uſed by their poſſeſſors; which 


may not be at all, or may be in any degree, —And as Pharaoh 
did not know the Lord, he had not that ability; and there- 
fore, though he did let the people go, 1t was not a free, hut 


à forced obedience. Nor can any obedience, which has 


not the divine nature and the free choice of its ſubjects, be 
other iſe. „„ | | 

How excellent then is that knowledge, wu ich is the root 
of obedience! And how happy are they, who both know and 


_ obey ! This is to live on earih the lite of heaven; to be, in 
Principle and practice, as the an 


gels: Wich which nothing 


can compare, in point of profit and pleature. For what is 


profit but the riches of God's grace, the abundance of good 


works, peace of conſcience, and a profpett of final felicity ? 


And what is pleaſure but ſerenity of foul, and rapturous 


joy; the reſult of the fore-mentioned profitable particulars ? 


Now theſe are the moſt certain, ſolid, and fatisfyinz things 
in the world, as having no dependanc2 on matter, ſtates of 
„ : . - 

life, degrees of health, ſtrength, age, riches, poverty, or 
any Other thing of a temporal nature, being compatible with 


e\cry lawiul condition, Wheretore being of a ſpiritual, 
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holy, and immortal kind, and having God and the happineſs 
of heaven for their object and end; earthly riches, honours, 
and pleaſures are but poverty, contempt, and pain in compariſon 

of them: For if a man had the whole world, and could extract 


the ſpirit of all its peculiar properties, and apply them to his 
ſeveral ſenſes and appetites; being ſenſual, they would mini- 
ſter nothing to the ſalvation and ſatis faction of his ſoul; and 


the utmoſt bound, of their duration, would but be the con- 
tinuance of his reliſh for, or the period of his partaking of 


them; which could only he for a ſhort and uncertain ſeaſon. 


Such is that good which this world gives! Alas, how poor 
and perithing ! How little then to be loved, courted, and 
depended on! And yet, for this, how many ſacrifice all their 
intereſt in the Creator, Saviour, and Sanctifier; in the tran- 


ſcendant excellence of a holy, happy ſtate of mind; the 1n- 


comparable ſervice of God, the teſtimony of a good con- 
ſcience, tle joyful expectation, and happy poſſeſſion of hea- 
ven !--Ah, how unwiſe and wicked are ſuch! Alas! who can 
ſufficiently lament their caſe! Their God, their good, their all 
is the world! To the grace of Chriſt, the love of God, and 
the fellowſhip of the Holy Ghoſt they make no pretence. 


15 Or, if any, a ſenſeleſs, or hypocritical one. And what do 
they hope to have hereafter ? If any thing but hell, it is 
becauſe they know nothing of the nature of heaven. For how 


can heaven, which 1s a place of ſpiritual delights, and ſuch 


ſenſual ſouls agree? But the ignorance, or che madneſs of 
many reconciles them. Vet, alas, it is only a reconciliation 


which makes them ſecure in fin and danger! O a con- 


viction, then, of their condition! O that they may ſee, and 


feel, and confeſs that they know not the Lord, nor obey 
him! Then would their baſeleſs hope, of heaven, vaniſn 
away, and hell would appear ready to receive them! A fi | 
not more ſhocking than neceſſary and profitable : Neceſſary, 


ght 


O 


to awaken their fears, and make them flee from the wrath to 
come; and profitable, in preparing them for, and exciting 
them to ſeek the knowledge of God by the prace, witneſs, 


and revelation of his Spirit, that they may have union and 
communion with him, and do his will on earth as it is done 


in heaven. Happy they, who are thus; for a heavenly na- 


ture and ſervice is begun, which, if they obey, will abide 
for ever. 3 3 


Gracious and merciful God, how is it that thou art ſo 
little known? It is not becauſe thou art remote from men; 
tor thou art every where, Neither for not giving them 
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evidence* of thy exiſtence; inaſmuch as thy works declare 
thee, Nor yet for that they have no ſign of thy ſpiritual 
and holy nature; ſecing, that though thou art invifible, thou 


giveſt, by judgments, evidence of thy indignation againſt evil, 


Nor becauſe they have not ſenſes ſuitable to thy ſelf; having, 


by a ſpiritual, rational, and immortal foul, dowel them 
with thy natural image, and, by giving thy Son to be therr 
light and lite, with thy moral image alſo. And w hen, hy 
diſobedience, they become dim and dull; how often does 
thou, by many means, call them to ſeek thee; that they may 
know thee by adoption and grace? Why then do not all know 
thee ? Thou knoweſt. But 1nfants are ignorant of all things; : 
and as thy beloved Son was to“ eat butter and honey“ till, 
by age and UN anding, he could know, „ and refuſe tlie 
evil, and chooſe e good,” Jo is it with the ſons of men, 


they know nothing « ri age and expe rience give them under- 


ſtanding; and th Ns if thy word be trae, they can remember 


thee, and be trained up in i the way they ſhould go; and, like 


thy ſcrvant Samuel, ſerve thee all their days. But parents, 


tutors, teachers, Pprca Ri ers, and all orders of men, generally, 
Go le=fs to prevent evil than to promote it, and inftead of 


ſ.ewing others, by precept and practice, the way they ſhould 


walk in, point out, by w: rd and deed, a way they ſhould 
not walk in; and fo, in lieu of keeping A guali fication for 
thy kingdom, they ry corrupted, and. re :ndered inc apable of 
it, and cannot, but by a ire] 1 from abo Ve, inherit it: kd 
then their {alvation is "extremely uncertain, - But, ſurely, O 
Lord, though example has great influence, yet none need do 


wrong; for thou haſt made all able to act an independent 
part. It children would but walk in the light and life of thy 
Son, which thou h aft given to every for i, then would they 
not only know, and refuſe the evil, and chooſe the good, but 
alſo be led, by that inward guide, to thyſelf: For not more 


certainly does the ſun's beam, followed by the eye, guide to 


© 
its body, than thy light, conſcientiou! {ly and conſtantly walked 


in, leads to t ee. but thy creatures will not be at the pains 


to pore upon their own minds, and to Jook up to thee ; they 


will not walk in the ſpirit, but follow their fleſhly ſenſes and 


appetites, and tf end their time in making proviſion to ſatisfy 
the deſires of them. And thus they reler the creature be— 
tore thee the creator, Nor will they attend to thy teachings ; 


for thou, Who fiilett the unirerſe, by immediate motions 


from thyſelf, and meditate ones from many things, indructeſt. 
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Put ſo impatient of controul, ſo full of w orldly on üught yu | 
care are the moſt, that no in re than a partial and tranſt ” | | 
attention is paid to them. Neither are thy outward wor 

conſidered ; for who, by theſe ew idences of thy ſence it. 


dom, greatneſs, and goodneſs, are led to learn thee ? Alas £4 9 j 
O Le re, notwuh ſtanding that chy Son enlightens all by a +} 
pure principle, that thou uſeſt many means to make men F) 
know thee, -and that the wort is a viſible ſign of thee; Yet a t 
few, very few know and obey thee ! This, O Lord, is a 
fore evil, and cannot be {+ cently lamented ! For hat 13 1 
all knowledge but that of thyſelf! Not to know. thee, by a | 1 2 
divine union, is nct to be one ſpirit with thee, and to want | * 
thy fear, love, and likeneſs. And what is all beſide ? 5 


Farthly and evil. How neceſſary then to know, and obey 
thee ! By t thy mig Skty Workin g, gtacicus Lord, excite men 
TO {ce} K thee. : 
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* PREACHERS DESCRIBED, 
AND TEE 


| 1 PEOPLE ADVIS ED. 


LEA RI. x to underſtand the nature, perfedly to poſ- 
ſeſs the pri inciple, and compleatly to practice the 
precepts of the Chriſtian Religion and Morality are 
infinitely better thin to poſſe: the greateſt abund- 
ance of the beſt earthly benefits, inaſmuch as the ſafety, ſa- 
tis! ion. honour, and glory of men, in time and in cter- 
nity, depend on them. But as neither human nature, nor. 
the government of God, compel men to judge truly, chu: 
wiſely, and act properly ; ; and their own volur: tary actions, 
in theſe things, being generally either wrong directed, or 
imperfectly performed; therefore it is that error, folly, fin, 
and imperfection abound. And of the canſes which contri 
bute to impede the progreſs of, and prevent men's proſperity | 
in, theſe incomparably great and good things, the principal 
| is, that many, who are appointed to teach them, arc, con- 
21-1: trary to what is common to all teachers of temporal thing, 
entirely unacquainted with their ſpiritual and holy nature, 
excellent effects, and the neceſlity of them to diftinguiſh men 
7 trom, and to clevate them above animals, as well as to dit- 
$4 terence them from devils, in the divincneſs of their nature, 
underſtanding, will, affections, ideas, and devotion to the 
tervic2 of God, chat; according to thair capacity, they may, 
" by the veft uſe of it, as ſincerely, per fectly, and pe :rperually 
'F 1 < ori? 7 the Lo ord on earth, as angels do in heaven. 
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Others, who teach thele invaluable things, are ſo imperfect 


i 3 their de {C11P tions. of them, 0 partie * iN reipect ot the Per- 
us the Drop oh them 105 and 10 ad: Vit Crate, them With CT — 


12 
of 


neus and dangerous avcrines, as have, through their na- 
uch ten dengy, Men's Ignorance, Iindulcnyce,. and otherioul- 
tedueing things, a deſtructive effect upon many. And othy oy 


— - 
Wit though they preach a more perfect doctrine, and appl. 
it 0 amen, as Haul ng, thr. gugn Chrilt, an equal right 0 


it; vet errto miuckin relh ect of the time and manner whercin 


ary tobe inculeated upon children tos prevent evil, and ro 
} | oF „ k- . | St. 
| 1 and Are ſo cefective in the knowledge of. a 


tt ut et mans free-agency in regard of regaining loſt, or 
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CELIVEN YT fatare grace, : al bt of retalumg, and bring 5 mo tor: 1 
je Lord, doing god to men, Keen- 
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the day of grace endures, Wee a free agent z) vet it is one 


cuule of: LEE be ing 0 few ee mplete chris [dans ; tor; Sene- 


And therefore an error or defect in d zoctrine may beo much 
diſſervice. | 


N ow the firft ſort of theſe erroneous teachers, and whoſe 


errors are the inoſt in number, and the worſt in nature, are 


many, making, it is manifeſt, in this nation, eipecially in 
the eftabliſ ned chure! 1, a great Majority of thoſe, Who miniſte 


in holy things; and Who, as they do not preach the A | 
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of ſal vation by Je! us Chriit, juſtincation by faith, the ne- 
birth by the ſpirit of God, &c. but only the moral Taos: 


are generally ſtyled Moral Preachers. But the practice of the 


grenutelt part of tbem is evidently immoral; for not only 
cards, horſc-courfings, plays, and many other vain diverſions 


are purſued by them, but alſo the groffer {ins of ſwearing, 
ſabbath bre: king, drunkenneſs, glutt tony, W noredom, Cs: 
vetouſneſs, and whatever elſe that is contrary to, or incon- 
ſiſtent with, loving and ſerving the Lord, and doing all pot- 


ſible good to men; which every man, but eſpecially mini- 


ſters, ſhould do. And if a few, among many, to preſerve 


their credit, or conſtitution, or for other civil or natural 


0 5 1 1 . 74 * — 
grace 1S Hr sien, and the nature of the inſtructions nccel- 
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:calons, abſt iin from ſuch tins as cle ar dendminate the doers 
or them tobe of the dev bbs vet their dockrinetand immoral 
tate of mind may not diger from theirs, w nole . is of 
the prufligate kind: And then their ſohricty, ſtrange as it 
Bay ie:m, WII chiefly ! erve to make them deceive others 
With more ſucceie, and wich a better grace; „ the wolf being 
cbvered by the ſheep's civathing, 

Tu doctrines generally taught by them, are, that as 7 
at their baptiſm, became chriſtians, ſons 400 heirs of God; 1 
11 they do their duty to God, triemiclves, and others, they ny 
be ſaved. But how plauſible and promiling ſoever this is, 
Let, in the cnſe of many, Who are thus taught, it cannot poſ- 
ly be, inaſmuch as they are incapable of doing their duty; 
tor, by their paſt fins, cher have not only rendered the mſclves 
zuilty before God, but alto corraoted their hearts, and con - 
tracted ſuch finful habits as have left them neither know- 
ledge, will, nor power ſufficient for it. Which ſhews, 

2 clear light, the deluſireneſs of the doctrine, as being con- 
trary to the condition of their hearers, and the abſolute e- 
ceility of fuch hearers being taught to repent, to pul their 
trutt in Chriſt for, to ſeek with all diligence, and to obtain the 
pardon of their paſt has and a pure heart, to } Reset them to 
perform their duty. Thele, in this cafe, Aro i ndilpenſibly 
neceſſary. And they, who do not teach nem, are aſtonifſi- 
ingly miſtaken, and deſtructive to their hoarers in 3 


! 


the contrary, a falſe doctrine having a direct tendency to de 


ceive and deftroy their ſouls. Nor can anv thing, but being 


tet right in this reſpect, prevent their Ho "EY, as, if they 


never ſee their ſin, danger, and Inufaciency , they cannot 


repent, {cck e n, and ind power to Pleale God: and 


conſequently muſt continue incapable of Going their duty, 
and will, as tarther effects of it, add fin to ſin, and ſuf er for 
ever. How dangerous then is . doctrine w. ich pull leads in 
this momentous N It is highly ſatanical, and ho {1n- 


{ul, deſtructive effects of it are {een in the general ignorance, 


Carcleſsneſs, and wickedneſs of the people, In every Pari. 


Where ſuch miniſters only are. 
And to the delufiveneſs ot tne Joftrine: as 2 1 ERR DK 


of the fame deſtructive effect, may be added the ſoiritual 


deadneſs of the preachers; for having forſaken the Lord 1 in 
heart and life, and lived in ſecret and open fin, their hearts 
are become corrupt, and proportionably dead to divine 

| A 2 things. 


things. And as the divine energy, by which the word does 
execution, is from the holinets of the {peaker, and the help he 
receives from the Holy Ghoſt ; fo, theſe mint ers having 
little or nome of theſe thi ings, heit word is dead, dull, and 
inctettual; conveys no light, lite, nor power; is not ſharper 


thin the two-edg ed ſu ord, Joes not pierce, cut, or controul 


men; it neither con winces of, nor condemns for, nor deters 
from the {kgs of fin; prepares not for pardon, peace, and 
purity; brings not to the favour and image of God and an 
carnett of heaven: And therefore all ſuch may ſay, accord- 
ing to the time of their being in the miniſtry, as one {aid 
ſome Feat het, 3 have preached fifty years to this con. 
gregation, and do not know one foul turned to God.” O 
What 2 ſoor cimen of the effects of moral preaching to finners! 
See 1 85 the impropriety of preaching in an unprepared 
citate ! Alas, morally dead miniſters do not, cannot quicken 
dead Sas | Cauſes and effects correſpond : Yea, their delu— 
mons and deadneſs deceive and deſtroy living ſouls. O what 


friends to, and factors for hends! How are the regions of 


darkneſs peopled by their preaching ! ! Bat what will fuch mi- 
niſters do in the hour ot death, in the day of Judgment, and 
in cternity ? O the fiery torments which will follow ſuch a 


deluſive, lifeleſs, and deftruftive miniftiry | Who then, for 


worldly profit, or pleaſure, or honour, or all, would 


enter into an office, which muſt, through the want of 


qualification- tor it, iflue in endleſs a ye carnal] mi— 
niſters, what a cure are you bringin 
and others! And ſuch of you as, like Sodom, declare 


your fin, in effect {ay to all, who ſee you, follow us, we love 


fin, hve in it, ſerve Satan, 1 5 55 God, break his laws, and 
dare him to do his worſt, to damn us, if he will. This 1s the 
language of yourlite, Alas, where is conſcience, fear, ſhame, 
&C. But, if theſe are gone, confider, if you can, the con- 
IPUENEE, the curte before 1t comes upon you. Eternity is 
long, awful, unchangeable, and the torments of the damned 


are intenſe ! Awake, and ſin net, leſt the Lord ſmite you 
ſuddenly. But, if your death is delayed, it will come. And 


when the judge makes inquiſition for the murder of your own 
and many other ſouls, O what a ſcene of fin, and neglect of 
ſalvation will open as an evidence of one cauſe of your con- 


demnation ! And your ignorance of religion, deadneſs to it, 


c:rna' views in commencing miniſters, conſequent deluſions, 
daineſls, and other cvils will riſe up as witnelles, in that aw- 


upon yourſelves 


| Wm... 


FO 


Ws 


ful day, of your cauſing many to err, fin, and idle aw ay 
hour of life to their everlaſting undoing ; which will greatly 
increaſe your condemnation. But, who is moved by thee 
things? Oh, eternity, eternity, mult thou only make the 
teachers of men wile, when wildom will not profit, but pain 
and puniſh them for ever! May they be wile to work out 
their ialvation, ſerve a gracious God, and excite others to do 
the lame things; or curicd, doubly curied mult they be e- 
ternuily } 5 

The fecond fort of bebe rs, and next in WY for contri- 
buting to deftroy fouls, are the Calviniſts. Thele, indeed, 
preacn Jeius Chriſt as a Redeemer, Saviour, Aſtiter, and 


Glorifier. But their doctrine, notwithflanding, is, in many 
reſpects, defeclive, delviive, and dangerous, inaſmuch as, 


according to their creed, Chriſt neither died for, nor would 


have the greateſt part of mankind to be ſaved, but ordained, 


betore they were born, that they ſhould fin and ſuffer for 
ever. They likewiſe teach that a few, among wanting are 
cho en to preſent and final ſalvation, without? any condition 
which depends on their own pleaſure to perform, and ther 


fore they mult be ſaved let them do what they will. Indes 
they ſay, that thoſe, whom the Lord has reprobated, fin frecly, 
and ſo it is their own fault. But this is falſe, they fin neceſ- 


ſarily, they cannot avoid it, for though they may, in ſome 


ſenſe, chuſe what fort of ſins they will live in; yet, let them 
live as they will, they mult ſin, becauſe they have not grace 
| wherewith to ſerve the Lord. They likewiſe ſay, that the 


Elect, like good trees, will, by a kind o neceſſity, live good 


lives. But this is falle allo, as thoſe, WhO have grace, may 
either make a good or bad uſe of it, as is evident from the 


inſtances of David, Solomon, Peter, and many more, who, 
though believed to be n yet ſometimes lived looks 


lives. Seeing then that the horrid doctrine of reprobation 


makes molt men ſin and ſuffer unavoidably, and the doctrine 


of unconditional election naturally tends to licentiouſnefs; 


how ill calculated are they to make men hate and forſake fin; 


and ſeek and ſerve the Lord ſincerely, when not one foul, 
more or leis, can be either loſt or fav ed, let them do what 


they will. So though the Calvinitt miniſters preach Jeſus 
Chriſt, yet Calviniſm, as a doctrine, directly tends to deſtroy 


all the good effects of it; and which nothing, but oppoſing it in 
Practice, can poilibly prevent. For . hich realon nien ſhould 


A 3; take 
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take heed how th 5 heat, lef{ttiie ctla se ea et e Cf re. 


probation mile You dviperate | in ftanlag, 01-that of clectihn 
fecure in their ins. And whatever the ral „uch mini 


ters may be, their creed contracts his, who whild have 4/7 


men ty 2 e and to avork out then 6490 Jars Toon with jt i 
and trem{ ling. And how daring muſt they be, who deallin 
inch dosttines, lceing they neither | Fane! deſtfroying men's 


ſouls by them, nor the judgments cf God upon themietves 


for them. But, it Eur kiel, by not warning the wicked, to 
prevent their periſhing, would have b rovoht their blood: 
his gun he: id; what will be done to thojz, Who, in eff 
teach men to ſin, and prepare them for ſuf terns? Neither 


4 * 


can a Calviniſt, confiſtenti) with his creed, ſincere! Warn any 


finn 2 ſceing = would be to o1 dIION 6 of ds aecrec In reſpect 
of tho'e whom he 5 unco nditior ally orduine d to fin and'be 
3 An the ſalvation ct ihe elet (they tay} is ſo ure, 
th they C2 mpot fall of finding 8 It, and 9 need not be dap 


Cr :the-danfger of bein: 2 0 eftroy ed f for-their HnSs. And, it 


2 not ma eines it is abſurd tor a Calviniſt to tay, that he 


| Lord has ordained the uſe of means in order to obtain falva- 
tion, ſecing, as free-agents, their uſe of tkhem is: uncertain, 


and con lequently the ſalvation which: depends on them 1s 
equally fo, and therefore does not confiſt with unconditional 


Woh Put men are frec agents, may ſerve the Lord br 


in ugainft him; which property of their nature cle arly con- 
futes Cal Linilm, inaſmuch as there cannot be a deeree w nich 
is contrary to man's conſtitution, without inveolving:the'l, Ord, 
the author of both, in a contradiRtion:; ; which would be to 


* 


blalpheme him. And as the f true ſenſe of Calviniſm is, that 


mot men, without any condition, are oraained and neccth- 


rated to {in 158 ſuffer, and that a few, though free in them- 


ſelves, are unc“ \nditionally choſen to, and cannot * bi final 
ſalvation; who, that would not be deceived, would not ab- 
hor it as the doctrine of hell, and conſider the teachers of:it 


as dangerous pai. ies In a matter of ſo great momentas the ſal- 

vation of the foul ? For whatever Weakens the religious and 
moral ſpring 07 the foul, and prevents its action, kas a direct 
tendeney to deſtrey it: But believing i a great majority 


of men were made to fin and ſuffef, as it weakens the hope of 
tucce's (whi mis the ſpring of action) in ſceking falvation, 


and ſtrengthens the fear of not finding it, (which cauſes 1n- 
action) has this effect. And the belief of an election of jome 
8 £83 
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to everlaſtigg life, the ac Rent of which cannot poſ- 
fly be-prevented, calls the ſoul into a falle and fatal ecu - 
Tity,s by & hich it becomes inictive, neglects tülvation, fins 


evalnit God, ſlides into inſenſibility, and periſhes. Dread- 


! 


töleffects e t a doctrine directly contrary tothe \erIptare, the 
freedom of Mm: _ 1 © pos accoumadlencis tor his confuct, an 
the being judged and rewa arded accordingly F L.et then the 
predeiligarian wa e take heed, leit, by preaching doe 
trines of a deitruttive tendency, he cauſe miny. t 

} 

1 


{41051 and Practice, and thereby 19 Petich. Ye, at 


err in 
; 1 
Ye Would 
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„De ac a. Fit 0 in the 2 da Yy ot «@CCOunt, ad being tree 5 the 


blood of all men, let him renounce the doctrines 0 hich are 
inconfſtent with doing his duty, that he may, as the happy 
effect of uit, ſiacerely, earneſtly, and condantty meule it: 
upon ſinners the evil and guilt of their fins, the danger of 


being Loon and duden deitroye d tor: chem, arid the abiolute 


nccetlity of repentance, retormati. Ny: and /aith-jo Chr ae Par- 


don, peace, and! purity; and, in the cale 51 believers, [ew the 


BO ute, and benen ot a * 421 Adar, An Pertec 2 beddie: Nees, 
according to their preſent abilite, to the co mmandments 17 


4 


Chritt, both nw ardly and eee as the only way of 
retaining grace, growing in t, being Prot ſerved from ſin, 
ſerving 6 Lord, doing 19604 to men, continuing iuithiul to 
the end, aſcending to heaven, and receiving a "reward for 


their 3 s. But, if he Willhtretain his er 85 he mult 


either neglect his duty in warning men, whereby they may 


periſh, a: ad he be puniſhed for it; or, in doing 1 It, CONtradiet 


his principles by his Practice in hop. »crily,. as lis cannot do 


it ce nſiſtently therewith and in hucerity. And to this hor- 
rid ſcheme is owing many, Who arc delpctate in ſinning, and 
alſo lean, liſeleſe, tcan dalous proteiſors; which indeed are the 
natural effects fit. O ve 2 predeſtinar ian preachers, hose will 


you an{wer, at the Jail day, ior the dcitruttion of thole ſouls 
which you hindered f. rom ſtriving. to enter in at the ſtiait 


gate, and be ing Fail“ ful unto death ? O what an evil will 
vou find it to have contributed, in {© direct a way, to the 


damnation of m: any! Tear, tear, and do ſono more; for the 
Lord is a contumins tre to deſtroyers of fouls. 


A tbird fort of minilters, but lets erroncous than the for- 


mer, are the Arminians:.. Thele include all, Who believe 


that Chriſt died for ail men; that faving grace is given to all ; 
that all, Who die before they commit actual fin, are final“ 
A «+ ; {lave a 4 
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ſaved; that all, who fin, it they repent, believe and bey, will. 
be forgiy en, renewed, and glorificd ; and that it is the right or 
Wrong uwieol free will which makes men differ both here and 
hereatter, Yet but few of the preſent Arminians- .nte pre; perle 
ſocalled, it being generally afferted by them, = all are born 
in fin, are children of wrath, and deierve everi{th ne damna- 
tion; and that none have any grace till they ſeek it The 
PORequence of which is, children are neither {it to die nor 
to live; my 1 yettney ſav, that all, who die in infancy, are 
laved; ane d that all, who live and lin; deſerve to tufter for It, 
But 11 0 al. are not ſaved, after they arc born, from original fin, 
the one fort before they die, and the other before they are 
aniwerable for their actions, the dead cannot afcend to hea- 
ven, nor the living juitly ſuffer for their fin. And it is ab- 
ſolutely certain the ſcripture is ſilent reſpecting ſuch a ſalva- 


tion from original fin. But who, while in their ſenſes will, 


or with honeſty can, depend on what they have no icrip- 
tare authority for ? And, indeed, the affirming that children 


are born ſintul, contradicts St. Paul's doctrine (Rom. v. 18, 


19.) of their being made righteous, and jufiified by Jeſus 


Chriſt, in oppoſition to their "being made /imners, and con- 


denned by Adam. The men then, who thus militate againſt 
a clear declaration, are either incxcuſably ignorant of its 


meaning, or deſignedly deny it. It is allo to teparate what 


the apoſtle has joined, to believe that all men fell ſeminally 
in Adam, but did not riſe ſo in Chriſt, there being equal 
evidence for both. But many Arminians, do ſo by laying, 
that men have no grace till they *ſeck it.” What then can 


Prevent the periſhing of thoſe, who die before they can ſeck 
it? And it there be in the living a“ natural blindneſs,” by 


het can they fect it? Where there is no principle, there 
Can ge NO practice. Thus, by aſſerting the ſeminal ſinfulneis 


ch Aae nd denying their ſeminal ſalvation, they mani- 
bY n methcd for the ſaving of thoſe who die, nor capacity 
bt: th zie 70 live, for ſerving the Lord, or ſeeking ſalva- 
tion. Lo thew the ablurgity of which, 1 ſhall annex the 


Glowing particulars : : 
Origin! in was the act of Adam and Eve in eating the 


forbidden fruit: But as Adam was the head and repreſenta 


tive of the human Face, it was not his ſin only, but theirs 


allo; for age man's iſebedience mat; (oi Toa, the multi- 
tudes of men) «vere made ſiuners. Yet this was only accord- 
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ing to their capacity, viz. that as Adam and Eve were per- 
ſonal ſinners, fo their ſeed were ſeminal ones. However 
_ thereby incurred guilt ; for by the oFence of one, judg- 
rent came upon all men to e e eee Add that their minds 
were made immoral is manifeſt from the /zfe of Chriſt being 
the light of men ; a light which enlightexs every man that cometh 


into the world. But this property of a divine principle, as 


coming from Chriſt, had been unneceflary, if the light of 


their created SOON 1 TR had continued. Temporal] Jeath alſo 


took place as ſoon as they ſinned, as thereby they were de- 
prived of the privilege of eating of the tree of life, which 


would have given them a right to a transformation of their 


animal and mortal nature, into that which is {piritual and 
immortal, without paſling through death and the rc ſurrec- 
tion. And that they were ſubjected to eternal ſuflerings,. 
the nature of their ſoul, which was immortal, evidences;. 
for what but its ceaſing to be, or the forgiveneſs of their ſin, 


could have faved them from it? $ Neither of which was im- 


plied in the ſentence. 
Now to this I oppoſe what was done to deliver all men 


from it. The ground of which, was the promiſe of the ſeed 
of the woman to break the ſerpent s head. Yet this promiſe 
was unconditional, did not require faith in Adam's offspring 
to free them from. Original. Sin; but, rather, as they became 
ſinners in a ſeminal way, ſo ſaints alſo ; for by the obedience 
of one ſhall many (oi TOA, the multitudes of men) be made 


righteous. Here then is a ſalvation which all men are par- 
takers of, prior to their perſonal exiſtence, without any Cen 


| dition pertormed by themſelves. 


Hence then as their ſinful ſtate implied gulli, a 8 
mind, temporal death, and ſubjection to eternal ſufferings; 


fo their righteous condition contained pardon, a pure mind, 
a right to the reſurrection of the body, and to the kappineſs 
of heaven. Theſe, it is evident, they either had in potleſ- 
fon or reverſion, In the firſt caſe, t they poſſeſſed guilt and. 


impurity, and were ſubject to death and damnation ;. and, in 


the ſecond, they had pardon and purity,. and a right to the - 
reſt. And chat the one of theſe implies as much as the other, 


is clear from the ſenſe of the words, and the nature and ne- 
ceſſity of the things. The. words contain, as before obſerv— 
cd, an equal ſenſe of a contrary kind, and the things are ſuch. 
as none can be ſaved without, a removal of guilt, and a re- 
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newal of nature being abſolutely neceſlary as a qualification 
tor the kingdom of God, And the time of their being given 
muſt be carly, inaſmuch as many die as ſoon as they are born. 
Nor is there any 1ntimation, in the biple, that this is done 
either at or aſter their birth; no mention is made that the 
Almighty, by a divine operation, ſaves dying children from 
a ſinful foul, in order to fave them from fin hing into hell.— 
Rather the ſtate of children, as ſuch, ſeparate from any up- 
poled immediate ſupernztural influc nee, is conſidered by 
Chriſt as characteriſtic of a converted man, and a-qualifica- 
tion for heaven: Zxcept.ye-be converted, and becone ns little 
children, ye cannot enter the kingdom of heaven. | conclude 
then, that what was done for one was done tor all ; and that. 
the time of its being done was when the free gift came upon all 
men unto juſtification” of life ; which, it is highly rene 
was when Chriſt commenced the mediator of men. | 
I hall now give a ſpecimen ot thoſe ſcriptures which have 
been produced to prove that all men derive a corrupt nature 
from Adam: The firſt of which! is, Adam leg t a for i in his 
baun likeneſs. Gen. v. 6. _ 
This, by ſome, is fappoled to Kenifo that ſinful Adam | 
e a ſinful ſon. Adam had now lived 130 years ; bur 
whether he was a faint or a ſinner, who can lay ? But if ir 
could be ſaid, it would fenify nothing, for the condition 
of his ſon, in a religious reipect, did not depend on his own, 
inaimuch as he uus not then the repretentat we of mankind, 
that office ceaſing with him as ſoon as Chriſt became the ſurety 
of ſinners. Hence i it nece/larity follows, that what his fon 
was, he was in conſequence. of what ihrift, the ſecond Aim 
and repreſentative of mankind, Rad zone for him: Anditirat 
was the being made righteous, sit ignifics a ſalvation: from 
Original Sin. — Aud it is 3 believed that Adam, prior 
to his begetting Seth, was a belicver of the promiſe made in 
paradiſe ; and, if fo, then he wes not a finner, but 4 1{cint. 
And it is alſo ſuppoſed that Sctl e a en Of. God, he being 
one of thoſe, who firſt beg+:n.to cati on the name ot the Lord, 
and from whom deſcended {uch as were tiled te ors of God. 
If then both the father and the fon were good, how could. 
Adam be a iinful father, ana Se = a ſinful ſon ? Whatever 
then Adam's begetting a ſon in hic own likenels ſignifies, it 
cannot, for the reaſons already ailgaed, ſignify their inful- 
nels. It may reſpect their outward torm and features; or 
50 -fignify 
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Hsnity a ſameneſs in regard of moral goodneſfs of inind, boch 
as the effect of what Chiriſt has done, and as the fruit of the 
immediate parent. Chriſt has redeemed all men by price, 
and o artis 1 them as to make them righteous. And that 
this was done in Adam, in whom all men exiſted, and in 
: whom they zl became ſinful, is indiſputable., Human 
| nature then being renewed in the root of it, holy touls as 
| naturally few from it as unhely ones would have dene, 1 1t 
tad nod! deen 3 This then is one cauſe ot parents 
producing good children. A ſecond is, (if it has any in- 


Huence in the caſe) that good parents more probably pꝛeduce 
good then badchildren. Nor is this Elproved by the fol- 
lowing imilitue e, viz that the ſced of an aprle-tree, grait- 
ed on à crab Ke produces common crabs.“ For tl. ks 1s 
Lot ſo, as {ſome produce exactly like ckhemſelves; and none 
are ſo bad as the crab ſtock produc es. But it we allow It 
(for argament ſake) to be ſo, the cales are not equal; for 
man, fince Lac fall, cannot with propriety be compared to 
crab och, inaſmuch as he was cured by Chriſt, who be— 
came the life and light of all men. Jo impute then to men 
in. Chriſt things onty applicable to beings out of him is pre- 
poſterous. And that none are out of bim i in 2 {cminal tenſe 
is certain, all being made righteous by him as they were 
made unrighteous by Adam. Hence it neceſiarily allo 
that, if any are out of him, it is in conſequence of their 
own conduct. This illuſtraticn then caſts no ligbt on the 
ſubject; and fo, for any thing it ſignifies, all men, thro? 
Chriſt, come into the world morally good, And it ſound 
was not. taken for ſenſe, this {cripture would not be ſup- 
poſed to ſignify the contrary. But when error, or want of 
underſtanding, has made men militate againſt the truth, 
inacdow : are fa bſtituted for ſubſtances to tupport them. 
The tccond pattage is, V bo can bring a clien thing out of an 
unciean ? | Net ene. Job xiv. 3. Now ſome ſuppoſe the 
ſenle of this to be, that, Adam being unclean, all, who 
deſcend from him, are fo alſo. Burt it 81 Paul ind rftood 
| | his own ſubject, Chriſt, the ſecond Adam, has ſo far freed 
| all men ſrom the moral effects of the tall as to fit them fer 
heaven; for of ſuch as children are when born into the 
world, hetays, his kingdom Se —Hut ſome, to fup: 
port the - contrary. ſuppoſ tion, ſay, that, according: to St. 
Paul, Juftiäcation only, through Chriſt, caine upon all men, 


and 
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and that, in conſequence, their#hearts continued unholy, 
Ihen I may as confidently ſay, that condemnation only, by 
Adam, came upon all men, and fo their hearts remained 
holy; for one of theſe contrary terms implies as much in 
the one caſe as the other does in the other. But they became 
as well unholy as guilty through Adam, and were ſandtified 
as well as juſtified through Chrilt, theſe never being ſeparate 
(if both be neceſlary) in their ſubjects, either in a perſonal 
or ſeminal ſtate. And, indeed, juſtification without fancti— 
fication is inſignificant, as it neither ſaves from a lintul ſoul, 
nor qualifies to ſerve the Lord, nor prepares tor heaven. — 


This text then no more proves that children are born with 


ſatanical ſouls than the former. And white our Lord com- 
pares the condition of a converted man to the ſtate of a child, 


and conſiders that Rate as a qualification for heaven; | darc | 


not fo contradict him as to ſay, it is a ſinful one. 


The third is, That aubich is born of the fieſh is fleſh. "Jolin f 
iii. 6. This, ſome ſuppole, ſignifies to be born ſinful. But 


the context ſhews the contrary. Our Lord ſaid, Except a 
mais be born «gain, he cannot ſee the kingdom of God. To which 
Nicodemus replied, How can a man be bor again avhen he 15 
old ? Can he enter a ſecond time into his mother's womb, and be 
born ? In anſwer to which, Hur Saviour ſaid, Except a man 


be born of water, and of the ſpirit, he cantet fas. the kingdom of 8 


God. That which is born of the feſh is fle: and that avhich is 

born of the ſpirit ts ſpirit. But Nicodemus {peaks only of a 
bodily bing which he ſuppoſed a man could not have a ſe- 
cond time. And our Lord's antwer, in effect, is, that if it 
could be fo, it would ſignify nothing, ſeeing -that that 
which is born of the fleſh or body is but fleſh or body, and 
not that ſpiritual birth which carral minds require. Thus 
the birth of the body is oppoſed to the birth of the ſoul. Aud 


other oppoſition, in this paſſage, there is none. And it is 


ſtrange how any other ever was thought of. But when a ſy f. 


tem wants ſupport, any appearance of proof! is preſſed into 
the ſervice of it. 


But though this paſſage affords no proof of minds originally 
depraved, yet ſome ſuppoſe that a ſinful ſoul, whereſoever it 


is, is a proof of it, Now ſuch do not ſee that free agents, in 


a ſtate of probation, however free from a ſinful nature, have 
a liberty of chooſing good or evil, and thereby of continuing 
or corrupting their good diipofition. Thus angels and 


Adam, 
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Adam, who were holy in heart, prior to practice, corrupted 


themſelves. So tho? all children are ſaved from Original Sin, 
and thereby prepared for the paradiſe of God; yet when 


| underſtanding, agency, and accountablencſs take place, it 
is as eaſy for them, as it was for angels and Adam, to fin and 
corrupt their ſouls. And the abule of free agency is the firſt 


and principal ſcriptural cauſe of all evils; for condemnation 
for fin always ſuppoſes men need not have ſinned ; it makes 

o allowance for actual, as being the effect of Original Sin, 
but charges ſinners with being the authors of their own acti- 
ons, and condemns them accordingly. But with what jul- 


rice could the Lord do this, if a ſoul, in the image of ſatan, 
was the firſt cauſe of their conduct? It would be as unjuſt as 


for a King to condemn a man to die for not walking, when 1t 


Was not his fault that he had no feet, Thus ſin ſuppoles 


grace, —I grant, indeed, that unbelief is alſo conſidered as a 
cauſe of condemnation ; but then it is only of a ſecondary 
fort, viz. for rejecting chat ſalvation which fin renders necef- 
fary. But if jin was not an evil and damnable thing, that 
ſalv ation would not be necellary ; and therefore the neglect 
of it not evil and dangerous. If then a right practice fup- 
pole a right principle, and if the Lord require the firſt, it in- 
ters that all, of whom it is required, are in poſſeſſion ot the 
ſecond. So it gegeſfarily follows, that at whatever time, and 
in whatever manner and degree, the Lord requires his crea- 
tures to ſerve him, it fuppoles them capable of complying 
mae . in which, if they fail, that is their offence, and 
for which they are july condemned. 

The fourth ſcripture is, Aud cure by nature the . en , 
wrath, even as others. Eph. ii. 3, Adam's original nature, 
here, is out of the queſtion. Nor does that ſtate of nature 
into which he fell make any part of its meaning ; as none 
continued in that condition after the new covenant commenc- 
cd. This is clear from St. Paul's parallel already mention 
ed: That as by the offence of one, judgment came upon all men 
to condemnation ; even ſo by the righteouſneſs of one, the free gift 
came uf: all men unto juſtification of life. Theſe are of equal 
extent in reſpect of perſons and things. If then by condem 

nation, for Adam's fin, we loſt the favour and i image of God 
and a righi to immortality ; by junification, through Chriſt, 
they are all regained. Nor would leſs qualify thoſe for 
| glory, who die in their infancy , nor prepare the living for 


perſonal 


E 1 
perſonal. obedience, nor render the diſobedient condemn 
ble. And, agreeably to this, it is ſaid, that the Gentiles 
did by Die the things contained in the Jaap. By that nature 
which vras Coniequent on being delivered from Original vill 
they comported, in practice, with the Lord's moral com- 
mands. And this, I judge, is the natural fate of all men. 
To which, by ſome, is oppoſed this pe ige, By nature the 
ch iAdren of 207% 41. Now this reſpects the Jews and Gentiles 
mentioned in the preceding part of the chapter. The Gen- 
tiles had wvalted according to the courſe of this world, according 
to the prince of the power of the air , _ the Jews had Ful- 
Filed the deſires of the fieſh and of the mi ra xvere by nature 
7. e children of wrath, even as others, as The "Tens les, Novy 
in {tate of nature cannot be that by which the Gentiles did 
ge things contained in the law. Rather that nature, by a 
wrong ule of their tree-agency in walking according to he 
courie of this world, &. was corrupted, and thereby they 
became the children of wrath. And this judgment is ſup— 
ported by z where he mentions what they did, and the 
eitect of it . And you bath he quickened who aere Rad tn treſ- 
 faoſſes aud fone; „ e s and fins were the cauſe, 
and death the conſequence Now death ſignifies condem- 
nation, inaſmuch as all, who ſin, are condemned to eternal 
death. And condemnation and wrath are the ſame; for 
the aut of (32d tis revealed from heaen enamnft ell augen, 
and wnriohteanfreſs of men. And as 46d woe and ſins, com- 
mitted by themielves, were the cauſe of this death, condem- 
nation, or Wrath; by nature the children of wrath cannot ſig - 
niiy the ſtate they were born in, but the condition they h. ad 
brought themſelves into by actual diſobedience; which, be- 
ing contrary. t 0 Their © Nj a condition, flyled, 5 N 
ſcripture, a fc of grace, is, by way of oppolition, led 
a tate of nature. And 118! bs all that is to be ae is by 
it; which affords no prof of minds originally depraved. 

It then the me T0008 of words and the nacure of things are 
to He regarded , the Arminians, by afferting that children 
are born infal, err: That by affirming they die well, when. 
they have n ding » build their belict upon of REIT being 
ſaved from ori; inal de pravity after they are. born and betore 
they die, they ſpe 85 inconſiſtently, and build without a 
foundation. And, if living children have a ſinful nature, 
they cannot act well, nor be condemned toracting il ; Which 


deſir ys 


prepares for, leads to, and generally terminates wrong. 


rs ] 

deſtroys moral ſree agency, makes them unaccountable for 
their conduct, and as incapable of ſeeking as of ſerving the. 
Lord; contradifts what Chriit has done to deliv er them from 
original fin, deprives them of ail moral power to receive di- 
vine inſtructions, and incapacitates them from remen ibering 
their creator, and being trained up in the W. * they ſliould 

go. Great abſurdities. 


Now theſe, viz. Maraliſts, Calviniſts, and Arminians, Oye: 


people, are your Teachers; and I have, for your advantage, 


ſhewn you ſome of their errors and <ciects. And, it „ou love 
your ſouls, you will guard againſt their, bad effects; for, ir 
you miſcarry | in the momentous matter of Salvation, you will 
be miſerable for ever. —But w Kar þ zave you already prohted 
by your preachers ? What is the {ate of your foul Are yOu 
ſure of your.acceptance with God, by the forgiveneis of uus, 


thro! faith in Chriſt Teius ? Does the {pirit ot God bear wit- 


neſs with your ſpirit that you are his children? Have you, 
in the holineis of your heart, an earneſt of heaven? Are you 
tree from the fear of death, and the dread of hell ? Do y 


poſſeis tne peace of God, o/ in the Holy Gholt, a lie ly 


Hope ot, and a longing for heaven? Is every fin again 
(0, yourſelf, and all wen diſagrecable, and lervice, in all 


theſe reſpects, delightful to vou; Now, if it is not thus, 
with what propricty can you be called chriſtians? None 


bur {ſuch aniwer that character; for Us any man have not the 
ſpirit of Chriſt, be is none cf his, but is the lon, ſervant, and 
heir of Satan. Nor think that thele things are not re ceſlary; j 
ſeeing, except you never hnned, corrupted your ſoul, nor 


loft your right to heaven, you muſt have them or g to hell. 
As ſoon would a man, condemned to be hanecd, eſcape 
death without the King's mercy, as a {inner againtt God 

eſcape damnation, if he die- anforgiven; as, if not, fin 


. would be nothing, ſuffering have no place, and the greacett 


evils might be done without danger, But the foals tient {ins 
ſhall die How then has your lite been {pent ? Did u 
ſo remember your creator in carly lite, as to labour 
in all things to pleaſe him? Rather did vou not forget 
him, live without his fear, fpend your time fooliſhly, 


and not anſwer the end for which you were bern! 


And, 1t io, you voluntarily erred at the entrance into active 


and accountable life, did not begin with the 9 85 and his 
ſervice, but with Satan and fin. And a wrong veginnin 


any 
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Alas, how unwiſe and wicked to enter early at the avide gate, 
the beginning of lin, into the bread, the way of all wicked- 
neſs, which leads to the deſirudtion of foul and body; and will, 
without repentance and pardon, end in eternal puniſhment, 
Did not ſome of you ſoon take God's name in vain by ir- 
reverently mixing it with every ſenſeleſs, trifling, and ſinful 
converſation? Yea, probably, you curſed men, yourſelf, 
animals, and things! inanimate by it, wiſhing him to damn 
or deſt roy them. How criminal your conduct, and how 
curſed your condition, for He wwitl not bold him guiltleſe that 
taketh his name in vain! Have you kept holy the Sabbath by 
doing no needleſs works, avoiding all games, ſports, paſtimes, 
and by being exerciſed in the private and public duties of 
religion to honour the Lord, edify yourſelf, and aſſiſt others? 
It not, if you made it a day of worldly gain, or idle diverſi- 
ons, you defeated the deſign of it, provoked God, corrupted 
yourlelf, and became obnoxious to wrath and puniſhment, 
Did you honour your father and mother by reverencing their 
perſons, obeying their lawful commands, gratetully receiv- 
ing their favours, and by making them ſuitable returns, in. 
| ſervice, for them? If you did not, but mocked, deſpited,. 
or curſed them, were diſobedient, unthankfol, and did not 
repay them, according to your power, for all their pains 
with you, you ſinned againſt God, them, yourſelf, incurred 
the Lord's diſpleaſure, and became ſubject, as the effect of 
your folly, to fuffter hell fire. Have you been guilty of 
murder, deſtroying the life of another without the authority 
of the law, or by a malicious and cruel violence, or in any 
other way, except in war or ſelf-defence ? Have you fo hated. 
any as to wiſh them dead or damned? Alas, if you have, 
you murdered their bodies or ſouls, for he that hateth his 
brother is a murderer. Have you committed adultery by 
defire, deſign, or deed? If you have, remember what 1s 
written, wwhoremongers and adulterers God <will judge. Have 
you ſtolen, taken another perſon's property by violence, or 
without his knowledge, or conſent, or by over reaching, or 
unfair dealing, or in any other way wherein you would not 
have been ſo ſerved yourſelf? Have you borne falſe witneſs 
againſt your neighbour in judgment, or by reporting untruths 
to his prejudice ? Have you been content with your own 
things, not coveting, wiſhing, or deſiring to have any thing 


&- 
that was. another” s? Have you been a drunkard, a glutton, 


proud, 


O& 
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proud, paſſionate, a lover of the world, a liar, or ang thing 
that you ought not to have been? If you have, God ts judge, 
and will bz to finners a conſuming fire. You have not elcap- 
ed his notice, nor can you his ſentence, and tufterings from 
him, if zou die in your fins. Whether then you are a young 
or an ol 1, a littleor great linner, dying unpenitent and un- 
Parc: ned vou perith tor ever. Sinners: this is your cate, 

he tele Fa f be turned into hell. The Lord, who can- 
not lie, has ſaid it. Be ſure of it then. He will do y 
juſtice. You would not ſerve him. You choſe Satan tor 
vour maſter, fin for your ſervice, and ſufferings, without 
eaſe and end, muit be your. reward, What will vou do? 
Will you lin on, and ſuffer hell fire? Do vou hate to be 
reformed? Will you . the Lord? Care you not what 
will be the end of ſining? Can you endure damnation ? 
What, dwell with Devils, live in fire, be ſuffocated with 


brimſtone, wracked in conſcience, weep, wail, and gnath 


your teeth for ever! O dreadful ſtate ! Confider your caſe 
then, and know what will bethe conlequence, if you conti- 
nue in fin, And oh! if you ſaw your fins, the nearnels of 


death, the laſt day, the lake of fire, and the fiends that attend 


you, what loud lamentation would you make! The earth 


would ring with your cries, Each would imitate the damned 


in ſigns of diftreſs, and ſay, where ever Iam is hell, myſelf 


am hell! And why do you not? Has fin darkened your 


fight? Does no danger appear? What, can you eat, 


drink, dreſs, walk, andtalk without any concern for your 


ſoul ? Vea, jeſt, {port, play, fing ſongs, &c. with all the 
ſigns of a ſenſeleſs guiety, when, as a ſinner, a negleQcr of 


ſalvation, God is angry with you, condemns you to be damn- 


ed, and may, the next moment, flay, and ſend you to hell ? 

Alas, ſin has deceived, blinded, hardened, and fitted you 
for hell, filled you with a falſe confidence, made you fearleſs 
in danger, and bold on the brink of endleſs burnings ! 
Awake, awake, (for death and hell are near!) and ice, in 


the ſufferings others, how great your danger is; {ce how 


fin turned Angels into Devils and damned them for ever; 


caſt Adam out of Paradiſe and curſed the world; overflowed 
the earth with a deſtructive flood; brought fire ans brimſtone 
upon Sodom and Gomorah; deſtroyed three and twenty 


thouſand 2 in one day; and damns all, who die in it. O 


dreadtul ! Know then how great and ncar r your danger is. 
Alas, 


* 


. 
Alas, a ſud. den death may ſoon ſeparate you from all tem- 
poral, fpiritual, and-eter nal £929, and pl unge von N in- 
tenſe and everlaiting torments! And mark, as a matter OF 216 
greateſt moment, that by which you will be puriſhed ; for 
re, Which is a figure of it, penetrates all bodies, impreg— 
nates them with its properties, produces the mot, paintul 
lentations, and, continuing to act apon, Keeps then in that 
condition. Siniilar to which, the lire of God's wrath Will 
act upon, enter, and gothro' finners, make their pins int 
lerahle, and maintalu the intenſenefs of their thrments tor 
ever. Fhis. is the damnation. of hell. Aud oh! who:-can 
dwell with devouring. fre? Alas, how the Wretches will 
roer! Diſtracted w ich pain, they Will writne, Wring tneir 
hangs; and bello ont their horrid eries. Every perion 
Will heve ts portion of pungent pain, and all the accuricd 
crew unite in Keeping and wailing: Nor will their pin 
eVer come ton price ; 67 1s their übitance and tenſe will 
emain, ſo will their ſufferings alſo; Ou! eternity, cternity, 
What wilt thou do to Anger ? Wiuit they have no eale ? 
Wilt thou never ſay, it is enough ? No. O God, how:great 
1s thy wrath! Who can endure it ? Who would offend 
thee ? For what pleaſure of ſin would any be plunged into 
perdition ? This, O! ſinner, will be a part, and but a part 
_of thy puniſhment, for there the OW; an accuiing con- 
ſclence dyeth not. And ſome, under this avenging rod, have 
Pined away with griel, otliers. have lag i their tenſes, and many 
Geftroved themſelves. And if the power Of a ee he 10 
great here, What will it be there ? In hell it will act as God's 
agent in condemning, and the ſinner; in conſequence, will 
condemn him if, for there he will 40 nothing ag inſt, but 
all for the truth. And thus, lying under the "Fiſhes ok his 
own guilty Nenrks 8 will pore upon his palt actions, with that 
he had been wiſer, fret, curſe, tear, and torment hintelE; 
like a wild bull in a ey he Will ron, rage, foam, and be 
for ever miſerable, for the worm aveth not. 
Nov, finners, I have ſet before you the intenſe and cter- 
nal torments of the damned. What will vou do? It lies at 
your option. You may tin and die, or turn and live. The 
Lord, who knows, and pities) your cole: compaſſionately cries, 
turn ye, turn ye, why will ve die? Why will ye leave the 
world in fin, meet an angry God, and ſuffer for ever? Alas, 
what can you P. ofit thereby ? Wi hat ſay you then ? Will you 
| et 


m ID 
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„yet ſin? WIII vou (titer for ever? Suffer ! what? Do von 
10 Ow ? Or malt eternity tell? Cannot words convince vou? 


\ 


! 


Vill only the damnation of hell do it? Terrible eauic or 
CR Can ye endure it? T'mnkwhat-1t1s:; Look be- 
fore vou leap. Eternity is long, and there is a lake of fire. 
Plunge not into it. Stop, or one ſtep more may ruin you for 


ever. - And now, if vou were di ing, a1 1 knew VOur GOIN, 


wat would you do ? O how your ſoul would fart, fear, 
tremble! Rcluctant to ſorſake its old þabitotion, it Would 


elingneloſe to it. But, ah! When forced off, bends, * 
Peaſts of prey, would faßten upon it, haſten it to its app GIN 
place, 11 it with fre and brit Lone, and moek it or ** 
madneſs in coming to a place of punifhment, when it might 
have gene to à place of pleaſure And yer this would be 
but tine beginning of greater cvils; for When the great wav 
came, the . wi wund, the dead hear, arlte; and 
come sto judgment I 1C Judge * ow try, CN) VI, Sana con; 


Germn threw, Then they will tband agitatty their: hearts bres 
breaks heave e Make, eyes run, an nd the whole mar 


convulſed with e will wait the awful word, 85 56 
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cuiſed into everlofiing fire 


Rs to prevent 0 great an er il, remember how it is writ⸗ 
:I hen the aui SES, nan 2 we away from Hts wickedneſs, 

ot erb that aol ich is lf ond right, he fall fave bis foul 
alid e. Now, what ſin will you. not foriake ? Is any worth 
retaining 5; Can vou prof tas much. by any as by pardon, 
peace, and heaven ? Alas, fin brings trouble of mind, 
breaks the peace of lawilies „neighbours, and nations; ruins 
credit, conſtitutions; and ellates and, purſued til! death, 
1d2{trovs foul-and body for ever. If then you would not be 


lcontemptible in the. cyes,of an holy God, nor unworthy the 
iqareot ange)s;r nor uuft to affÞciate with. ſaints, nor be cter*. 


nally; damned); quit bad cuſtoms, thake oF finful compani- 


ons, ive a ne life, allociate with the ſerious, bear periecu- 


tinnzatdluſphfr the ede of being religious, be ambitious to 
become. tons and heirs of God, to have angels miniſtering t9 
YOu, 19 de capable. of doing g ind; to be rich f in good works, 
to have a good. conſeienee in conſequence, to lay up treaſure 
above, to die in peace, to:leavera good cellimony be bite 10 


riſe to a glorious, reward, and to enjay :1t for ever. 7 The 


are excellent things, and inßnitely more than worthy of the 
higheſt ambition and maſt ar; cent parſult, 91 Empcrors, Kings, 


: os Nobles, 


= 


- 
Nobles, &c. And yet the poor among men may have them. 
Purſue then, purſue them with an ardour arguing that vou 
prize them above all that is periſhable. To this: purpoſe, 
carztully call to mind your miſpent life. But, if youu will 
not do it in order to ſalvation, the Lord, at death and the 
laſt day, will do it for your condemnation. Nor be afraid 
of ſeeing your fin and dinger. You had better ſee them 
here, than feel their torine nting effects for ever hereaiter. 
Had you been ſo wile as to begin and continue in weil-do- 
ng, you. would have had a good conſcience, and cont Jence 
ot being nnally faved, if faichful to the end. But folly made 
vou. forget and offend the Lord. However, you are vet out 
of hell. Have mercy then on youriclf by confeſſing and 
forſeking your ſins. Let nothing hinder you from this. Nor 
delay, leſt you die ſoon and ſuddenly. And when ſin is 
forſaken, know, it is for Chriſt's ſake that you are to be for- 
given, and be purified by the Spirit. And that you may not 
tail of finding them, you mutt heartily believe in him as the 
Saviour, and earneſtly and perſeveringly pray to God till you 
prev ail for ſalvation, and have a clear ſenſe of it in vour foul, 
And let thoſe, who experience, in the witneſs, fruit, 
and earnelt of the Spirit, the evidence of their acceptance 
with God, of being his ſons, and heirs of heaven, rcjoice in 
being ſo highly favoured. And, to promote ſpiritual proſ- 
perity, let them po o to perfection ; - which, in a weak ſtate 
of moral principle, as it reſpects preſent ſalvation, a prepa- 
ration for ſ{crving the Lord, and a qualification for his king- 
dom, is abſolutely neceſſary, inaſmuch as none of theſe ex- 
ccllent ends can be anſwered without it. And, moreover, 
ſo far as any neglect a proper proſecution of it, as it is cer- 
lain they will not grow in grace, ſo it is highly probable 
their evidence of acceptance, &c, will be impared, and ſpi- 
ritual ſtrength decreaſed. For though it is poſſible for thoſe, 
whoſe purluit of it is imperteR, to continue, in effect, in 
the ſame condition, by ſometimes gaining and ſometimes 
loſing; yet the apparent reaſon why fo few retain what they 
receive, is, they do not ſuſhiciently ſeck to encreaſe it. And 
alſo from this it is that apoſtates, and unprofitable perions a- 
bound, and fo few make that proficiency, 1 in holinels of heart 
and lie, which they have ume, means,” and opportunities 
| for. And this exhibits, in a clear light, the necethty of be- 
ing carneſt and active in religious things, remiſneſs being the 
ruin 
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ruin thereof. Such an ute then, to prevent this evil, of man's 
inward principles and outward powers, of internal operat1- 
ons and external ordinances, muſt be made as is neceflary to 
withdraw the heart from carthly, and hx it continually on 
heavenly things, in order t9 retain, increaſe, amÞcomplete 
its contormity to the holineſs of God, fully prepare it to 
ſerve him, and to be glorified with him. And being thus 
prepared for theſe ineſtimable things, to prevent apoſtacy, 
unprofitableneſs, and every other evil, and to promote, in 
the higheſt degree, the praiſe of God, the profit of men, and 
your own ſpiritual proſperity, the teſtimony of a good con- 
icience, religious credit, and cternal crown, the preparation 
mult be carctully preſerved, and faithfully employed in the 
ſeveral parts of the Lord's ſervice. But, to prevent mil- .- 
takes, obſerve, that, in the higheſt ſtate of grace, the tem 
pers and affections of the ſou] are not dettroyed, but only re- 
newed; and therefore are not inconſiſtent with it. And be- 
ing l natural, neceſſary, and calculated to aniwer profitable 
purpoſes; they muſt, as occaſions require, be exerciſed upon 
their reſpective objects, and properly ordered therein, to 
make them anſwer their intended ends. The animal ſenſes 
and appetites mutt alſo be kept in due ſubordination to the 
faul, that it be not enſnared by them. Neither take temp- 
tations for ſin, that you may not cait away your confidence, 
without cauſe. Temptations, if reſiſted and overcome, go 
off and leave no guilt on the conſcience : But fin is ſucceed- 
ed with guilt: Judge of them then by their effects, and con- 
clude accordingly. And that you may an{wer, in the moſt 
excellent manner, the ends of your exiſtence, act, in all that 
concerns you, with underitanding, exactnets, conſtancy, and 
energy, in the full uſe of all your time and talents, that the 
Lord may be abundantly glorified by you, your neighbours 
receive all poſſible advantage, and yourſeit be preterved to 
cternal lite, and crowned with accumulated glory in con— 
ſequence... =; e 1 
I add a few things reſpecting children. And) as juſtifca- 
tion unto life is come upon all, it is a duty incumbent on 
them to remember their Creator 11 the days of their youth ; 
to act as under his eye, and to his honour. And altho' but 
little of this is ſeen; yet neither the nature of the body, nor 
he condition of the ſoul, is the proper caule of it. The air, 
carth, water and fire, of which the body conſiſts, contain 
5 neither 


* 


ES 
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neither natural nor moral evil, eicher as "imple Ingfreat -: 


ents or as a mixed compoſition.” Vea, the predominance of 
one clement above another; in different bodies, which makes 
them light, or heavy, phlegmatic, or fiery, cauſes no rea 
difference, inas much as cach confiſts with a mora] principle 
and practice. The appetites and ſenſes likewiſe are innocent 


in themſelves, and in their uſe, when rightly uſed. Whence 


then arch the evil of them? This is Wholly from their 
miſuic. And toratinuch as children are g ncrally under the 
government of others, the right or wrong ule of them de- 
pends, ina great 1 on their wiſdom and Lare. e 
then they are permitted to indulgethemſelves in cating. drink - 
ing, lecping, &. it grows into habit, becomes delightfui, 
and makes a4 principal part of their care and comfort. And 


when too much ahridged, their appetites are irritated, and 


their hearts hurt. 2A mediunt then 1s-beſt calculated tor con- 


tinuance, and tor anſwering every profitable purpole. 
And in relpect of their outward lenſes, much depends on 


a proper reltraint. To be! ignorant of evil is the cafieſt way | 
of being innocent. ire then ſhould be kept both from 
the knowledge and practice ot ev ery thing that tends to at- 


tract and corrupt tlielr hearts, which every kind of game does. 
Now the beginning of this is the effect of their infant igno- 
rance, independent of their moral dilpoſition ; for, being 
incapable of judging of the nature and tendency of things, 


chat with Wien they ſooneſt converſe and become familiar, 


makes the firſt impreth In on, and gains the earlieſt pofleſhon 
of their hearts. And tho? theſe, while in their infant ſtate, 
arc no cauſe of condemnation z yet are they the inſtrumental 


cauſe of moral corruption. The contracting then ſuch ha- 
Lits in early life as give a bias to the mind, which determines 


its future proceedings, is extremcly prejudicial: It 1s like 
the wrong ſet of a young tree, which grows crooked in con- 
ſequence. Hence it is, chat, tente evil is ſucceeded with 


evil; that this bias prepares them for a ſucceſſion of fimilar 


things; and that the principal difference betwixt their firſt 
and lat and intermediate objects of purſuit is, their being a- 


dapted to different degrees of reaſon and ſtates of life. Now 
is it not highly probable, that all this would be prevented by 


keeping them ignorant of, or reſtraining them from, the cx— 

ercile of every ſuch thing? And as none, who wiſh well to 

their children, will permit them to err at their entrance into 
TY 
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Ji iche will the | ame.” Prams 
ile; neither will the „ let them an cvil ec 9 25 . 1X UMP1IE 
ts thechild's ilphabs t! and, gencrallß, the firſt leton it lentns. 


| | 

5 then the 1 nts. lin, huw arc we Child! en to. elcape-tac 
ben of -it-? Its more than prabable they 5 J imiiate 

251 Yet tha t Will ren Ger che; P. ments acc. YUntal 15 for their 

eiern s ns | | 
Anviker method ot mora l. corruption 18 their dreſs, And 


man patents, io pleale 1 ctvath their chilkirea 
TIT fr omament than uſe. Net, weak as chil⸗ 
dren's underkandine ie, their: exe is cally atirafted by, and 
their fancy fred with outhde ornaments; which gra du. ly 
Induce them to affect the elt thin 
Hur, and taſhionable :torm. Hen 


_ 
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„ che moſt fancirulctge 


CEQ 


e they oon devote: ther 
mind, time, and talents to them, Which necetlarily ailmyus- 
lates che ſoul into alimencis, in relpect of idea „ ditpoftion, 
and delire, with them; dy which the converſation bes mes 
decpix tinctured W ith, and turns chiefly upon, the art 
drefs: Thich fhewas the hold it has taken of the . for 
out of ths abundance of it the mouth ſpeaketh. 1 
Neither is the method of re:1210us inſtruction better calcu - 
lated to cooperate with The grace of God, to make them Prac- 


7 
1012 804 


tic: l pious. Vea, rather, as manage by molt, Ir 85 1 
tear, a contrary effect. And, as an inſtande of this, Whether 


teaching them trins of Pray er, G be repeated al Certall 
tlincs, che meant 8 of hien Lt neu KNOW 105 15 not to teach 
them to peak without kn QWICO ps and, in eſtect, o mock 
the & lust High? ? And as hereby they contract a habiiot fenſe- 
Ie'Siy tupp 7755 uing the Lord, 1 it 1 i lubſtituted in the place of 
praving according to their condition. And early prejudices 
having a prev ailins influence iu lorming future life; that, I 
judge, is one reaſon why o many afterw ards pray like par- 
rots, and to no better purpoſe. And it ſeems to be the ſame 
in refpcet of all other means, whether public or private, 
where the letter and not the ſenſe ef them is taught; for as 
hereby they do not dlltinguil Pp the form from the power, nor 
the means from the end, but Fonfound them together, or put 
the one for the other; ſo pravers are laid, ſermons heard: 1 
Craments received, bal, tures read, &c. with the ſame ſpirit 
With which they ſwear, lie, get drunk, whore, play at cards, 
and do any other evil. And thus tacy reconcile religion and 
every tort of fin together; concluding that they are religious, 5 


becauſe they ule the means of it, — Now theſe. and other 
| things 


24 
things ſo corrupt the minds of moſt, that when reaſon renders 
them capable of coniidering the works, word, nature, and 
attributes of God, and of diſcerning good and evi! the 
have contradted habits which 1ct- their hearts upon fintu] 
things. And that theie are the cauſe is highly probable ; tor 
WW hat attachment would any have to things with which the 7 
never converſed ? None. Of what concern then is it to pre- 
vent thoſe habits, by keeping them from the occaſion of thein! 
Surely of the greatelt to every child of man! 
But they muſt be injtructed alſo, muſt be taught the na- 
ture of the new covenant, viz. 'T hat God made Adam the 
head of the human race, a0 ordained, that what was done 
by him, as their reprctentative, ſhould be done by them ; 
aud therefore, by ts offence of one, judgment came upon a/l 
 anento condemnation. Bur that the ſin and guilt of it might not 
continue, he ordained his ſon Jeſus Chriſt to be the mediator 
of the new covenant, to deliver them from both; and ſo, by 
the righteouſueſs of one, the free gift came upon all men to Jui 
Feu ion of life. Hence grace is given to all. But'tho' this 
race prepares for religious duties, yet, to aſſiſt their reaſon in 
them, and to exerciic their moral powers on proper objects, 
they muſt be taught that the Lord's eye is ever upon them. 
This will make them have awful apprehenſions of him. And 
to encreaſe their ideas, his wiſdom, greatneſs, and goodneſs, 
as maniteſled in the w orks of creation and providence, muſt 
be pointed out. Moreover, to make them careful, they 
ſhould be ſhewn that they are accountable to God for 
al! their thoughts, words, and works, and that he alſo 
will judge,them accordingly. This will give them right no- 
tions of his holineſs and juſtice His mercy too muſt be ma- 
nifeſted, that, if they offend, they may know how to find 
forgiveneſs. To this purpoſe, ſhew them that Jeſus died as 
well for actual, as for Original Sin; and therefore, if they 
repeat and belicve, they will be pardoned. And that they 
may be exerciſed in prayer, their want of mercy when they 
have done amiſs, and the help of the Holy Ghoſt in duties 
and difficulties, muſt be diſcovered. In a word, they ſhould 
be taught both what to believe and do in all that Concerns 
them How much then does it concern all, 0 ho have the ie 
charge of callaren, to do their duty, 
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\ S efeds cannnht be withont cauſes, fo cauics axe ae- 
1 
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F for effects. e ignorance then ot reli- 
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gion, immar conduct, jurproper preaching to ſin ner, wit! 


their fatal truits, Whiel mark the hates of my riads of 
miniſters, are the effects of their tooliftnets, derverſenels, 


* 
and errors, and for Which, according to the rule of God's 


righte 903 government, they are accounts on to, aud puniſh- 
able of him. And bei ing a mean of the moral, and thereby 
immortal murder of men's minds; they 5 as minitters to 
ve abhorred as hell; and their utter extinction, with the 15 
ititution cf ſerious ones, W ould be of infinite ſervice to many. 
But the dificu! ul ty attending this important particular, makes 
: more an obſect of. dene than hope. Vet as a ſucceſsful 
nethod, in its eflects, would be ſuperlatively glortous ; ſo 
an unſucceſsful one, for its excellent deſign, would be more 


glorious than aches, And in attempting to effect fo pro- 


table a particulir, I will, as I can, (in a few Words) exhi- 
bit the real, ms why improper perſons commence miniſters, 


and point out. thi wav to prevent it. 

But how bnay we iolve 10 paradoxical a dificulty as that of 
carnal men, whole difpoſition, deiigns, and decds, are at 
enmity with God, (a ſtriking contreſt! a buttefan 2: om reli 
gion! 1} entering, with pains, expence and. plea: nc, into 
an oitice fo repugnant to their prince? ples 7 ö The preg minence 
and powerful efforts of their animal nature, (which, by cor- 
rupting and captivating the rational and moral pow ers, has 


=D) 


gained. thecaſcendin: overand governs them] is à luftiecient 


lolution of this ; for, e cee, thereto, their fleſhly-minds 
hx on temporal fr. At, ease, and Ponour, Mg make them, with 
many, the fole mote for entering inte a miniſtry 1 


promiſes what the cy ſo {51icitoufly ſeck That this 15 their 


motive is 11 manifet from their continuance herein; for 
when the ſervice, a> ſome miniſters have laid, is f1milay to 
; the proſpect of its be cuntary profire, 
prevails with them, nottwit! uſtanding its irk! lomenels, Lo per- 
ſilt in it. And Ai hne labour of the offlee 1s light, yet the 
moral principle and precent of it, being oppoſed by Lily 
Lnmoral minds and manne ers, mult, it their louls are not 


. ad 
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fenred, render it an unpleaſant performance... Erident then 
it is, that their attachment to it is the effect of its temporal 
profits, & c. | | 7 

Another reaſon wiv ſome aſſume the ſacred oe is, that, 
though contrary toy he primitive e paticrn, the While fervice 1s 
read; and there! bre ſuperior abilities, Natural and acquired, 
and afliftance from the divine Spirit, by this unterip tural me - 
thod, are made unneceflary, as; WI tkout p Wers Of their own. 
to conceive and celiver a rational and eligious dilcgurle, or 
ceampoic onelin writing, or any hel P 5 "O21 the Holy Gino'lt ; 


they may bv this ferry ſubſticuts, if they cun but read what 
others have written, make modern mt! We rs. And as; when 


rac church wes imergine from popery, homilies Kere wiitten 
t-) be read by ignorant pre exchers ; io ſome, fince then, to 
efift ſuch, have compoſed ſermons ſuitable tO Le external 
circumſtances of every ſeafon of the ver, {though little to 
the purpole of internal and Practica 4] relig1c n) wh ich they 
can procure, and, like the carth in 1 nul courſe, may 
yearly run round, as long as they live. Ard white ſome 
in fact do fo, others, from a deh< tency in numbeis, give a 
more Sontra ted courſe of them 1 85 


But the Church, in the preſent age, princi pally through 
ins ign aten carelefsneſs, and wickedneſs: of tie preachers, 
s leis devout and divine chan jhe was in the dacheſt age of 


55 5 I 
50 pery; for her then dacct, in the 5 ot divine 


115 was in ſome ſort fapplicd by, at the Worſt, a ſuper 
ſtitlous veneration ſor them. But now men in general, and 
the national church in particular, | neither knowingly nor fu- 
Perſtitiouſly regarded them, piety to God, good-will to men, 
and care for their 6wn fouls being loſt in Prop hanencls, fel 
iſhneſs, and ſinſulneſs: Evils for which, when God cometh 
to judgment, both preachers and people mul: by punitlied. 
But do Legiſlatures act for the intere{L of relig10n and vir- 
tue in annexing, to the office of the miniſtry, fuk a bait to 
bad, deluſive, and deſtructive men to enter into it ? 2 
verle of this, it is certain, is the refuit of it; and therefore 
they, who thus ſolicit the ſons of Satan to the ſervice of 
God, muſt ae for the evils of it. Nor is it to be hoped 
or ir nt urcs Will be more ſolicitous for ther men's ſal⸗ 
V: wan for tne own, Charity begins at hlome. It then 
governors, who Hou bg gad he 7 2051e? d religien and ene 
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Low fhodid they zealouſly propagate them ? But many per- 
nicious things, Plays and Horſe-courſes in particular, are 
promoted by the K —g, L—ds, and C— ns. And though 
tome plays contain hiſtorical truths, ſhreds of morality, 
{trokes of wit, good lenle, &c. yet it is not to improve in 
theſe that ſo many attend them, but to ſce a glaring light, to 
haar unhallowed founds, to feed the fancy with the images 
of out: Na ornaments, to excite and to be excited to ſenſual | 
defigns and deeds, to be made merry with, and to laugh at 
Iu; licrous and ridiculous things uttered by artful, immoral, 
and intereſted mortals, whoſe buſineſs it is to plcale the viti- 
ated appetites of their audiences, and thereby procure for 
themſelves exceiive ſums of money, which thoſe, who arc 
univiſe and wicked enough to give, mult an{wer to the Al- 
Nee for; when, alas! 1 they will find they have paid dear 
for the delufive ideas of thoie light, trifling, obſcene, and 
deſtructive things with which the Far are plentifully 


ſtored. 


What effect plays have upon men's religion and morats, 15 
needs little elucidation; none, I ſuppoſe, having the folly ; 


to affirm, th at any are prompted thereby to praiſe God for his 


excellent ies, to be grateful for his benefits, to ſupplicate him 
for aſſiſtance, to fear, reverence, love, and delight in him, ta 


relieve men's temporal wants, reprove ünners, inſtruct the 


ignorant, and to have an holy ambition excited in themſelves | 
to excel in all that promotes a good conſcience and an eternal 
crown. Are theſe the product of play-houſes ? alas, it is in- 


finite odds Being one inilance being found, in their annals, 


of theſe fruit. But if plays do not promote, do they not de- 


{tro; ' piety ? 1 his can only be anſwered by argument, no in- 


ſtance, ancient or modern, being of any perſon freely fre- 
quenting plays, Who could, with. 1 propriety, be called a pious 


one. But their tendency will determine it. How contrary 


then to the condition of one ſorrowing for fin, or rejoicing 


in ſalvation from it, would that part of a play be, © which 


Keeps the houte in a continual roar 7? ' Laughter of this kind 
and degree woul 11d be as dithmilar to, and deftracive of Godly 


ſorrow or jon, as abundance of water caſt upon burning 


coals. Any the fpirit and practice of plays (generally the 
ct of rropnane perſons) from their contrariety to the 
EMS 7 and practice of piety, muſt, if received, necel- 
farily deſtroy them. A preſumntive proof of which 1s, that 

C4 | either 


5 
either pious perſons do not attend them, or ſocn become 
impious by ſu doing, as none but impiour ones are their 
conſtant attendants. A farther, and demomftrative, evidence 
of the incompatitlencis of piety and plays is frem ther 
general prevalence”; for, inſtead of -athilirg each other, as 
play -houſe people become pious, plays, with them, propor- 
tionable periſh; and as pious people become plav-nouſe ones, 
tkeir piety in the ſame degree declines. Real piety then, 
and a fondneſs for plays, compoſe an impoſible character, — 
Indeed many, who frequent the play-houſe, are found at the 
church, ande in the outward excrcile 9f piety and virtue. And 
ſo are many linners, of which play-hovfe people are a part; 
yet, notwithſtanding, the thoughts, wars, and ſacrifice of 
the wicked, the ſeripture ſays, are an abomination to the 
Lord, and they themſelves are of the devil. So though fin- 
ners, like their maſter Satan, can ſo far transform themſelves 
into ſaints as to aflociate wich them; yet the ſaints, while 
they act as ſuch, cannot fo deform themſelves into jinners as 
to be found at a playr-houſe. In a word, the fpirit of the 


Plays with which this country is curſed, ſo corrupts the ſpirits. 


of men, and indiſpoſes them from acting in the knowledge, 
fear, and love of God, in divine good-wiil to men, and te 


1 


and ſerve the Lord: without which they mult weep in end- 
leis woe. | EE - 
With reſpect to horſe-courſing, as none gan ſincerely ſay, 


> — , 1 15 
that hey intend to pleaſe God, to profit their on ſouls, and 


10, by conſequence, no horſe courſer is a chriſtian. And if 
his M — ty docs not perſonally participate of the diverſion, 


hay 


= a o . 1 > : 
Vet being a contributor to it, may, in the judgment of God, 


who oblerves all acceſforiek to ſin, be found, 
inqulſitiop, an inſtance in Weh his hongur 
Rs 


tiou of men were not deficned ; na, a the ſolemn day of 
dociton, for re evils it has done, be puniſhed accordingly. 
And if his Mo ty ſhould mage gloritving God and doing 


good to men {which ought to be inteparable from every 
ation) a mirror whereby to behold a horle-courſe, where 


* ? 


their own eternal advantage, that play-houſes muit be for- 
taken for ſolemn aſſemblies, and plays for tne bible and good 
books before the followers of players be ſaved from their fins, 


immenſe multitudes of men, women, and children are col- 


— 


— 


ce cd, from all quarters, to the Joſs of time, neglect of buſi— 
is, A of goodneſs, and practice of evil; fluch a 
cene, one ſhould luppole, would rather excite to a ſoppreſ- 
8090 than a {ſupport of it. And the order of things vide: 
that a nat! nal reformation ſnould commence with the K 
in a pero. nal one, as the head to yoo the whole body, I he 
beſt national reformers, in ancient days, were ſuch pious 
boy ces as Hezekiah and Joſiah. An abolition then, of all 
things tending to immorality, by the K — g's withdrawing 
lis preſence, lupport, and protection, and by enacting an. 1 
executing laws againſt them, cannot be omitted withoat in- 


of 
"= 
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N the diſpleaſure of God. Moreover, to facilitate a 


eformation, all the miniſters of immorality, whetner in 
church or ſtate, ſhould be removed. But this cannot be, in 


the church, while the bemptation to ſuch remains ſo enticing, 


the entrance ſo caly, and the exerciſe ſo compatib! e with 


their carnal condition. Nothing can effect it but a revolu— 


tion in the church; large bencfits muſt be taken away, a 
firicter form of :dmittance enacted, and an extemporary in- 
ſtead of a reading miniſtry ordained, that only thoie who 


ſeck, by the Lor a's aſliſtance, the ſalvation of ſouls, may 


enter. And without a diſintereſted, a diligent, and a di- 
vinely aſſiſted miniſtry, a reformation, though poſlible, 
(every man, beſides lelf-exertion, being otherwiſe, both 
inwardly and outwardly, taught of God) will not proceed 
with that facility which a powerful miniſtry prompts to.— 
And if ſuch a miniltry, through the remiſsneſs of his M- ty, 
Kg. does not obtain, it may de charged as a criminal cauſe 
of the ſin and loſs of many ſouls. 


In the mean time, every man ſhould conſider, that he is 


accountable to God for hi: works; and that he muſt, and 


may both ſoon and ſuddenly, enter into an awful eternity. 
And if he has committed {ins, corrupted his ſoul, &c. the 
remembrance of them ſhould be Crievous, till, by faith i in 


Chriſt, he has obtained pardon, peace, 4 Purity, as a pre- 


paration for living a rightcors life. And ſurely a life, whe- 
ther it be by a ſoul {cminally or: perlonaliy purified, ſpent 
fincerely, earneſtly, and conflantly in making God's glory 
the end of all actions, und in d 212g all b. ble good to men, 


has infinite advantages 5er its cuntratry, in preventing uſeleſs 


eXPCnce?, preſerving tlie human conſtitution, promoting 


purity and peace of Fry pleaſing Go 4, profiting men, free- 


2 


3 ing 


ing krom the fear of death, heightening the hope of heaven, 
making diſſolution defirable, and increaſing the eternal re- 
ward ; of which the heart felt happinels, reſulting from a 


right principle and practice, is an earneſt and evidence, 


Ding an anticipation of the ſeraphic delight, which a pure 
ipirit, cloathed with an aeriel, a Jumincus, and an agile 
body, mixing with angels, and baſk ting in the beams of divine 
light, love, and joy, to endleſs ages, will enjoy. But the 
wicked miſpend their portion, deſtroy their bodies, corrupt 
their ſouls, ofcnd God, hurt men, make death terrible; lote 
all right to heaven, lay up treaſure in hell, and prepare for 
the puniſhment, which will make them perfectly, pe erpetually, 
and eternally miſerable. How mad then arc ther , who live 
to no better purpoſe than chis! 4 


The difficulty with which the Calvioit s admit a convic- 
tion of their errors, it is probable, E proceeds from 
the ſafety they promiſe, and the liberty they allow them, 
and not from a certainty that their d. \rine is found, Vea, 
contrarv to celviniim, the covenant of grace, in the firſt in- 
ſtance of it, includes all, who finned in Adam, Tuftifecation 


# & 
unto life being come upon all, Rom. 5 18. Nor is it leſs ex- 


tenſive, in the def 12n of it, reſpe ccting ſalvation from perl Ong 5 


nin; for that reſtriction of it which ſome ſa ppolie,-15. a 


wrong ſenſe of the words ele and reprobate. Al! 5 


ites were ſtyled clect, and all other nations reprobates. But 
all the Iſraclites were not ſaved, nor all others loſt, there 


being good and bad among both. In like männer all, who 


commenced chriſtians, were called ele, and all the reſt re- 
probates. Vet many among the chriftians were wicked and 
toſt, and among others ſome might be fincere and faved.— 
'Tacſe general names then did not ſignify the moral and final 


fate of all, who were called by them, but were national 
characters, including all forts, 


Another error is, that men cannot judge, chuſe, and act, 


or omit them, as they pleaſe, But w! ithout this liberty, it 
muſt be allowed, they are incapable of virtue or vice, of re- 
wards or puniſkments, and of happineſs or miſery, as the 
effect of their conduct and conſcience. But men are ac- 
eountable for their conduct, and according to it their con- 
ſeience and future condition will be. To deny their liberty 
then is to make them unaccountable, irconſcious, and in— 


Caps able 
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capable of a rew ard for their works. Vet the calviniſts do 


this | by making men's falvation unconditional. Hence they 
not only deny all moral freedom flowing from their Rrſt jui- 
tification, (Rom. C48.) Out when that, by ſinning, is de- 
miniſhed, ana the Tord works in men to aſl {| them to recover 
it, they do not allow that the eic have a liberty to refule it 
wg be Joſt, nor that. the rep Yrobates can recover it and be 
ſaved. But as the {cripture does not make the converiton of 
children, aiter they are born, a qualification e remember their 
credlch, and to be trained up in the <cay they ſhould £0; thele 
things ſuppoſe them to be morally capable as the conſequence 
of thetr {eminal converſion ; and conſequently they can, as 
the cc thereof, chuſe moral good cr evil. And when 


perſonal ſin renders perfonal convertion neceſſary, wicked 


men may turn from, or continue in their wickedneſs. Mo- 
ral free-will then is not only confiſtent with men's ſeminal 


{ate of converſion, but alſo with the caſe of ſinners, while 


che day of grace endures. But the uſe of it, in obedience, 


in the firſt caſe, and in repenting, believing, ſeeking Kc. in 


the {ccond, 1s abſolutely necellary to ſalvation; and the want 
of that uſe, in both ſtates, is the only reaſon why men are 

not ſaved. Thus the error, which applies to the eternal 
ate of a ſew what is ſpoken of the external privileges of 
nations, is increaſed by repreſenting the ſalvation of that few 


as not depending on any thing they do, it being red 


to them by an uncouditicnal decree : which makes many 
jolicitous to ſupport 1 it, as thereby they can reconcile any ſin 
to the favour, lervice, and kingdom of God, 

But, contrary to this, Chriſt has redeemed and ſaved all 
men from original fin ; and, as a conſequence, condemns 
a}] who hin, commands all ſinners to repent, and proniſes 
lalvation to all who do; therefore they need not ſin, nor 


neglect ſalvation from it. What errors then are they guilty 


of, who fiy, the Lord does not give ſaving grace to all men, 
and that thoſe, to whom it is given, can be preſerved irom 
any fin, (as is evident from the caſe of David, &c.) but what 
they voluntarily reſtrain themſelves from by a free, full, 
conitant, and continued obedience to the end of life. How 


then, O ve predeſtinarian preachers! have you impoſed upon 
your people, by teaching an election which makes nothing 


depend on their part; for though you preach good works, 
vet as your doctrine allows ev ile ones without the danger of 


being 


3 . 

being damned, many, no doubt, for that reaſ.n, do them. 
And ye Predeſtinarian hearcrs, how nave you been beguiled 
by your teachers, {5othed into careleſsneſs and fin, by a 
Selinf of your {ccurity through the. decree of God! And 
though they may ſuffer for dece 1VIng you, yet. that will not 
free you from ſuffering z for as the deceiver and the deceived 


ſhare in the fin, ſo will they in the ſaffering. Neither de- 
ceive yourſelves by ſuppoſing (if you have fnned, &c.) that 


any thing will ſuffice for you but being pardoned and avg 
fied by the 1pirit of God, through faith in Chrift jeſus; the 
having a witneſs of them, and thereby an carneſt of ens 


in your heart; and living in all your future time, in the ns | 


uſe of ali your graces and gifts, ſpiritual and temporal, t 


the glory of God, the good of men, and to the preſerving of 


your own peace and purity, and lay ing up treaſure above. 


The Armiatian ſyſtem, which excluces the abſurd and fata- 
n:cal docrine of i-»robation, ad licentious and deluſive 


one of electio, is nec oniy th. Mi agrees ble to our ideas of 


the goodne's ant! juſtice of God, but has a0 the letter and 
tenſe cf the (rip tur: on its nde, both declaring that Teſus 


died for nll zan, and that God! av baue all men is be ſaved. 
But, RAS £ many other good thins it has ſuffered by the er 


4.4 


rors 4 i 1tvocates, many of whom, by denying the teminal | 


ſalvation. « ot al! men „ rende it 4. octrina 1 0 ineffectual unto 

all in that reſpect, there being no other way of ſalvation, 
from chat lin, preſeribed in tne e But, though they 
deny ſcminal fa) vation, yet they [ay „that deceaſed children 


gare taved from original fin, although they can neither tell 


how ror whoa. Living child rei. they fuppoſe, as appears 


by their impatu-g all their actual fins to it, retain their ori- 
gina! denravity. "And thus, By their ignorance, or obſtinacy, 


Paul's compe, iſon, betweixt what che to A Jus did in ſemi- 


nale bY -Iroving and eng men, is denied, and uncertainty 


reſpectic children's fnal falvation | introduced, as thoſe, he 


would Believe that their dead ch laren are not damned, have 


nothing to iound their faith uon; and the lupe {ed finful- 


nels of living 0465 makes many be Heve that they cannot re- 
ceive, and therefore they do not give them religious inſtruc— 


tions; or, if they do, it is that they are born unkul, naturally 
commit ſin, and caunyc do good: which dire! y tend to: 


Prevent their oppoſing evil, ſtriving to do $909, and charg- 


ing 


| 
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E 
ing themſelves as the voluntary uſe of their own evil con- 
duck. But if they were ta 0 that Chriſt has ſaved them 
from the evils which came upon them through Adam, and 


17 
that, in conſequence, it is a duty incumbent upon them to 
101 nember their creator, and to devote themſelves to bis fer- 

ce, it might be a mean of making them move aright mY 
their future days: And being, through their infant ig. - 
rance, devoid of 1deas, the 700 r 200d ones, by inſtroctions, 
are formed in them, evil ones will be preve ented. And uit, 
25 underſtand ang inereaſes, ſuitable. truths. were inculcated 
upon them, they might grow in wiſdom, and by good works, 
jn favour with God ind men, as Chriſt allo did. And, in- 
deed, ſo ſolicitous ſhould a en 88 inſtructors be, as never 
to coo in their care, ans labour to preſerve them from evil, 
to tcach them. their duty, to inſtigate them to do it, ana. to. 
fortify them? again {educ:*s from it. To thts purpoſe ſuch 


company, converiation, drets, branches of learning, Ways of 


lieing, and whatever elſe that concerns them ſhould be choſen 
with the greateſt care, to prevent their receiving evil i impre! 


Lions, and to preſerve and aflift their good ones; for [uct 5 
man's condition, that though his mind is ſpiritual, yet it be- 
ing ſeated in the body, and ſurrounded with objects of ſenſe, 

he naturally reccives, through the animal ſenſes, the images 


of what hc con WET: with by them. And he would as ne- 


ceſſarily retain them, if he had not a power, as a iree-agent, 
to eſface or preſerve them at pleaſure : Which, it ſeems, fe 
will be at the pains rightly to employ in ju; iging accurately 
concerning, in making a proper choice of, and in faithfully 
uſing to efface evil, and to prelerve good images. And from 
this cauſe it is, that molt perſons are poſiciled of, and go- 
verned by the ideas of ſuch things, however unreaſonable; b 


Or irre! ligious, as moſt frequently affect them: And therefore 


the a Cquiring, eſpecially at public ſchools, what is called a 
polite education, ſeldom fails of depraving the moral prir.ci- 

rle, of creating an av veriton to divine things, and a diſpoſition 
for diabolical ones.—A full fortune (but, who will believe 
Ir?) is likewiſe a dangerous ſnare to all, who would keep 
their bodies in proper fubjection to their ſouls, and ſerve the 
Lord in the beit uſe of both. A general inſtance of both is 
clearly ſeen in this, that, as the world has arown polite and 
rich, it has loſt its religious aun ez ſincerity, and inb- 
jc ion to God, and is become proud, hypocr ritical, and dif- 
obedient to a great degree. But, 


{ JT ] 


But, alis! w hat will tuck do when nothing of thoſe vant- 
, 8 
ties remain, but the evils which they have produced ? Po- 


liteneſs, or earthly poficiſions, or both, at the f. ur of death, 


with a foul eſtranged from God, fraught with immoral affece 


tions, loaded with guilt for its ſins, LIRTackca With the fore- 
bodings of ſuture infelicity, and deſtitute ofall hope of hea- 
ven, will ſhew the emptin⸗ 15 of alt earthly Gags „ And Make 
them a joyleſs portion to their poſſeſſors. O What are all ſuch 
chings to that divine fimp! = ity, fincerity, holinels, 3 
confidence in God, and | gh! hope of heaven, which are in 


tome, and ouyht to be in all, as the! HAPPY eftect of an BOT: 


and continued devotion to divine things! Happy then ar 
they who be zin, continue, and en; d in doing the will of God 
on earth as it is done in heaven !—Let then the moraliſts, 


the calviniſts, and the arminians, miniſters and people, con- 


ſpire to caſt away all that is contrary to truth 1n „ 0 and 
practice, and conform to it in both in the higheſt degree, that 
God, the giver of all good things, and ob; ect of 440 0c 
may be glorified of all; that mutual ediſication and affiſtan nee, 
among men, may every where abound ; and that this world 
may be a ſchool of holy inſtructions and exerciſes, as a pre- 


parative for ſervices acceptable to God, and delightful to 


J. 


men, in the endleſs ages of glory and bleſtedneſs above. But 


thoſe, who will not contribute to theſe things by a full ex- 
ertion of all their power, may find, for their unfaithfulneſe 


that it is a fearful thing to fall into the hands of an Roly and. 


juſt God, for he is a conſuming fire to offenders. Yet though 
this is the greateſt object of terror, and by all, who are ex- 
poſed to it, the moſt to be feared ; how few, among many, 
notwithſtanding, are ſufficiently iffedted by it ! By moſt it is 
treated as a trifle ; therefore to be ignorant of religion they 


account no diſparagement, to be merry amidſt danger no 
folly, to live wicked lives no fign of belonging to Satan, to 


love the world like an animal no proof of being at enmity 
with God, to be i impenitent no mark of a mad-man, to neg- 
left ſalvation no inſtance of inexcuſableneſs, by which my- 


riods of men and women muſt feel the effects of God as a 


conſuming fire for ever. 

But how long, O ye unwiſe, will you love your folly, and 
for the fake of trifles or traſh, deprive yourſelves, by diſ- 
obeying natural, ſpiritual, and divine light, of what is in- 
ſinitely "better than all the earih ? The light of creation and 
providence points out, in a conlpicaous manner, the wiſdom, 


Fo 


greatneſs, and goodneſs of God. The ſun by day, and the 
moon and ſtars by night, ſhine to ſhew you the wondraus 


works of the Lord, and to trantact your own.. The carth, on 
which live, by a ſwift circular motion, incefiantly labour 


to lerve you. Creatures too, ot Various ind „and Fog ven 
leſs, cover the earth for ornament and uſe. The ſea, rivers, 
and pools, from which the ſun, by attraction, tills the clouds 
to water the ground, affords multitudes of fiche es for adrem: 
food. The air, which ſurrounds you, by pre: ing upon vou 

lungs, promotes the circulation of the blo. d, and preſerves 
Ame! life. Fire, which incorpurates with. every particle 
of matter, is the principal promoter of animal and vegetable 
growth, eſpecially as aſniſted by the co-operation of the ſun, 


Now theſe arc evidences of the Lord, and they all con {pirc 0 
diſcover him to, and imprint ideas of his eſlence and attri- 
bDutes on your hearts, al nd SIC Jie VOU ty {or ve 11 Im. And 


thus from the book of nature, Which is ever open, you ma 
ſee how much, for theſe reatons, vou are are indeh ted to, 
and ought to pleaſe him. The tuperior light of revelatien 
likewiſe ſhines, and ſhews, tor the abundance of {piritual 
bleſings alſo, your duty, the way to do it, the evil of dif- 
obedience, od muation for, and the way of lalvation from 
it. The ſun cf righteouſneſs too, the brighteſt light, ſhines 
upon your minds, to a{ift them in ſe eing what concerp; your 
ſalvation, ſervice, and ſatistaction. But a ſenſe of fin, of the 


Want of ſalvatien, and the vw ay to find It, which ubtains with 
all, how ſhort lived with molt ! Oppolition fr.m without, 


and diſobedience from within, chace away, like a frighted 
hart, that concern, which Roth men ww ach not over as mi- 
80 do their money. But curſt, doubly curſt will they be, 
VO Poker vn! ic not, by the orc atelt cire, and at the expence 
ofa other things, when they nit muſt be  turiaken, Riches, 
honours, pleaſures, what arc tney compared to paidon, peace, 
and heavenly joys? Next to nothing. Wor then to theſe, who 
ſuffer them to prevaibagainſt'their {alvation and the ſervice of 
God! How grcat the 271 ' What can recompence them for 
it? All the world cannot. And what will they have in 
hell? Fire and brimitone ever burning. Othe extreme, the 
lamentable madne:> of men then thus to barter the beſt ior 
the worſt of thine; ! This is the ſoreſt evil under the ſun, 
For were they but ſale, reſpecting the future world, iufferings 
* in the tervice of God, would ſignify nothing, But, 


; alas, 


c E 
alas, when Jife, by their living in fin, ſerves only to pre 
pare them tor en 1dlets ſuffering, their ſtate is e readful inde ed! / 
But be not ſo cruel to yourſclves, after deſerving to bedamn'd, 


as to neglect ſalvation. Plunge not into perdition by perliſt— 
ing in ſin. 2ath may be at the door. How dangerous 


then to diſobey! This da; may be y our la ſt. Have you then 
any time to loſe? Alas, by delaving to {eek ſalvation one 
day, vou may. be loſt for ever! Make haſte then, time flies, 
death is near, and d lelays are dangerous. To quicken ) your 
pace, e conſider whe length of eternitv, and the intenſeneſs c 
ts torments ; never wil! you be nearer the end, nor will 
dere be any mitigation of your miſery, for the fire will ever 
nd the worm will never die. O dreadiul! Ho:v 
wilt you endure it? Can you do it? Do you dare to be 
damned? What! feed upon flames for ever for vour fc:hes 
Forbear. Be not ſo mad. Once in, never more out. O 
finners, would you ſo ferve the Lord for ſparing and blefing 
you Thus requite the Saviour for ſuffering for you! Make 
this return 75 the help of the Holy Ghoſt ! Alas, it is evil 
tor good, cruchty tor kindneſs, and reliſtance for aſhitance. 
What ingratitude! How unjuſt and ungenerous! © what 
enemies to God und 1 Shen ee your paſt folly fut- 
fice. No an let witdom be your guide. Reflect on vour for- 
mer life, obierve your-preient tire, and conſider What Your 
future will be. And if they all be evil; repent, reform, and 
pray till you e I 15 ardon, purity, and an holy hope of. 
heaven. Nor can any thing prevent this but vourſely es; for 
though mazxy foal fo, ch to enter in, bv improper methods, and 
fall not be able; yet when Jeſus ſas ogenizeſthe, ſtrive as 
in an agb, ſalvation is ſure to thoſe who do ſo. And 1 
he praved. But your caſe calls more loudly fer relief Tn | 
his. -Seethen that you do it. If you were condemned to be 
hanged, how earneſt would you be to have it reveried ? Ton, 
as guilty ſinners, are condemned to be damned, Can ye 
be caty under it? Wall you be Caty in hell? No; there you 
will call tor water to cool you. Let a ſenſe of your danger 
then make you ardently ſolicit ſalvation. Inſtantly enter 
upon it, and never ſleep nor flumber, if poſſible, till you fee 
it in your. ſouls. And then only will you begin to anſwer. 
the end oi livine, by Ding the Lord. and your neighbour 
as yourſelves. To this then: let all aſpire, that, by living. 
well, you may live witch the Lord for cver 
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